
J 

1945 :cONGRESSIONAL RECORD"-HOUSE 199 
Over a month's time the slaughterer knows 

the dressed weight of his beef by grades and 
the total cost of the live cattle slaughtered to 
provide that beef. The dressed weight of the 
beef of each grade is divided by a conversion 
fa'ctor to determine the calculated live weight 
of the cattle slaughtered to provide that beef. 
These conversion factors have · been certified 
by 0. P . A. and W. F. A. for each grade. They 
are stated in D. S. C.'s subsidy ap-plication 
blanks. The calculated live weight for each 
grade of cattle is multiplied by the maximum 
price of the stabilization range for that grade 
of cattle. The amounts determined for each 
grade of cattle are added together to obtain 
the amount that would have been paid for 
that particular drove if all the cattle had been 
bought at the maximum permitted under­
the-stabilization range. If the actual cost of 
the monthly drove exceeds this calculated 
maximum, the slaughter will be in violation. 

Today's action will permit the Price Ad­
ministrator to issue an order fixing the maxi­
mum percentage of Good and Choice cattle 
that can be slaughtered or delivered by any 
slaughterer over a month's time. Prior to 
today's action any slaughterer could elect to 
kill any percentage of any grade of cattle. 
A considerable number of slaughterers 
throughout the country have confined their 
slaughtering 'operations primarily to Good 
and Choice cattle and have killed few or none 
of the ·other grades. Since these two grades _ 
of cattle have generally tended to sell at or 
above the maximums of the stabilization 
range, slaughterers who· killed these grades 
almost exclusively had an average cattle cost 
higher than that intended under the stabil· 
ization program. 

Furthermore, these particular slaughterers 
had available for their customers a much 
higher percentage of high-quality beef than 
the average slaughterer in the industry. To-· 
day 's action permits the Price Administrator 
to require all slaughterers to kill at least a 
minimum percentage of other grades of cat­
tle. The percentage of Good and Choice cat­
tle available varies seasonally and the forth- · 
coming 0. P. A. order will take this into 
account. T,his order will require all 
slaughterers to participate in the slaughter 
and distribution of the commoner types of 
beef and should result in a more equitable 
distribution of the better grades. Further­
more, this order will require slaughterers 
to kill a drove including several grades o! 

·cattle, which should result in their average 
costs of cattle staying within the stabiliza-
tion range. . · · 

(Prices, cattle and calves, Office of Eco­
nomic Stabilization Directive No._ 28. Effec­
tive. January 29, 1945.) 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, in this 
connection I invite the attention of Sen­
ators to one clause in the release to 
which I have referred. It reads as fol­
lows: 

Today's action wilt permit the Price Ad­
ministrator to issue an order fixing the max­
imum percentage of Good and Choice cattle ·, 
that can be· slaughtered or delivered by any 
slaughterer over a month's time. 

In the next paragraph this sentence 
appears: · , 

Today's action permits the Price Adminis­
trator to require all slaughterers to kill at 
least a minimum percentage of other grades 
of cattle. 

I can see nothing but chaos follow­
ing such an interpretation of the order, 
Mr. President, because cattle slaughter­
ers are similar to persons engaged in 
other lines of business. Each slaughterer 
has his regul~r line of trade. He re­
quires certain grades of beef to ·satisfy 
his custonrers, who would not want the 
other grades at all. If a slaughterer is 
required to kill a certain percentage of 

all the various grades of cattle, nothing 
but chaos can result. 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY 

Mr. BARKLEY, .I move that the Sen­
ate adjourn until Monday next at 12 
o'clock noon. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 12 
o'clock and 59 minutes p. m.) the Sen­
ate adjourned until Monday, January 15, 
1944, at 12 o'clock meridian. 

NOMINAT;t:ONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate January 11, 1945: 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

Miles N. Pike, of Nevada, to be United 
States attorney for the diStrict of Nevada, 
to fill an existing vacancy. 

COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS 

Harris Walthall, of El" Paso, Tex., to be col­
lector of customs for customs collection dis­
trict No. 24, with headquarters at El Paso, 
Tex., to fill an existing vacancy. 

POSTMASTERS 

The following-named persons to be post­
masters: 

CALIFORNIA 

Walter C .. Quigley, Maripqsa, Calif., in place 
of D: K. C~mpbell, res:gned. 

FLORIDA 

Herman E. Wattwood, Titusville, Fla., in 
place of M. L. Calder, dec~ased. 

GEORGIA 

Jesse G: Sclltife, Fort Gaines, Ga., in -place 
of R. A. Fowler, transferred. 

ILLINOIS 

M. Elaine ·Bryant, Browning, Til., in place 
of B. I. Bryant. Incumbent's commission ex­
pired August 5, 1941. 

James C. Stanley, Fairfield, Ill.,- in place of 
0. P. Bonner, transferred. · 

Genevieve B. Livesay, Posen, Ill. Office be­
came Presidential July 1, 1944. 

KENTUCKY 

Ve_rdie Whitmer, Bremen, Ky. Office be­
came Presidential July 1, 1944. 

Stella Creekmore, Rockholds, Ky. Office 
became Presidential July 1, 1943. 

MICHIGAN 

Lester Kittell; Riverside, Mich. Office be­
came Presidential July 1, 1914. 

MINNESOTA 

Richard M. ·Odegard, Watson , Minn. Office 
became Presidential July 1, 1944_. 

MONTANA 

Alice A. Van Campen, ..Reedpoint, Mont., in 
place of S. J. Guthrie, retired. 

NEW MEXICO 

Gertrude E. White, Melrose, N. Mex., in 
place of G. E. White. Incumbent 's commis­
sion expired June 18, 1942. 

NEW YORK 

Mabel J. Bigelow, Richville, N.Y., in place 
of J. M. Reed, resigned. 

N«:;!RTH CAROL IN A 

John S. Ohapman, Grifton, N. C., in place 
of R. B. Me~born, transferred. 

OKLAHOMA 

· Walter J . Lundy, Forgan, Okla., in place 
of B. D. Miller, · re~igned .. 

OREGON 

Lloyd W. Lewis, Nyssa, Oreg., in place of 
S. D. Goshert, retired. 

TENNESSEE 

. Louise C. Treadway, Pleasant Hilt, Tenn., in 
place of K. N. Suttle, resigned. 

TEXAS 

Cecil R. Chambe~lain, Goree, Tex., in place 
of L. c. Cowser,. removed. 

Walter L. Taylor, Morton, Tex., tn place of 
M. N. Winder, retired. 

Leta B. Eidson, Stanton, Tex., in place of 
J. M. Hall, resigned. 

George L. Barber, Talco, Tex., in place of 
F. A. Brown, transferred. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 1945 

The House met at 12 o'clock noon. 
The Chaplain, Rev. James Shera 

Montgomery, D. D., offered the following 
prayer: 

Blessed Lord, we pray today for every 
effort which is being made for the dif­
fusion of knowledge, of brotherhood, 
peace, and good will throughout our 
country. May there be in us a broader 
understanding and a conscience that is 
willing and free to be guided aright. 0 
let the breath of the Gospel of our Mas­
ter be breathed · where· men are arrayed 
against · one another, seeking selfish 
power which exerts itself in divisive ways. 
May they aim at the true ideal, judging 
themselves in the sight of a just God; · 
forbid that we should follow the courses 
which have proven fatal to others. Hold 
us back from a destructive materialism, 
from vanity and thoughtlessness, re­
minding us that these sins- produced 
shame and ruin in every age. E -rery­
where, dear Lord, allow the world to roll 
no longer eclipsed; grant that it may be 
redeemed and the · kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdom of our Lord. 

0 Good Shepherd, wilt Thou grant 
Thy blessing especially to all those who 
are in trouble, to all who are in dark­
ness, to all ~ho are suffering from be­
reavement, to all who are heartsick, and 
to all children of sorrow; 0 bring stars 
into their nights. E:eep from despond­
ency those who are in the midst of life's 
duties, and may we all seek the right 
things in the right way, and inspire us 
with ,an invincible desire for peace, that 
man to man may brother be. Through 
Christ. Amen. 

The Journal of the · proceedings of 
yesterday was read and approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT-

A message in writing from the Presi­
dent of the United States w~ commu­
nicated to the House by Mr. Miller, one 
of his secreta;ries. 

DRAFTING OF NURSES 

Mrs. BOLTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask· 
unanimous consent to address the House · 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
my remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentlewoman from 
Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. BOLTON. Mr. Speaker, a num­

ber of Members of this House have asked 
me if I would outline some of the factual 
background of the present nursing situa­
tion, with perhaps some of the pros and 
cons of a draft of nurses for the Army 
and Navy at this time. I am most happy 
to do so, and to this end am asking 
unanimous consent to spread my remarks 
in the RECORD at this point. ' 
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The possible drafting of nurses has 
been talked of for several years as the 
only means by which an adequate num­
ber could be secured for a very heavy 
load of casualties, especially over a long 
period. Many nurse.s have been hoping 

·for it for some time as the only way for 
them to obtain release from civilian hos­
pitals and other obligations. Many re­
cruiting committees have hoped for it as 
the only means to shake certain groups 
of nurses and certain hospital and civil­
ian groups awake to their responsibilities 
to the fighting men. To all of these and 
to many others, the President's cali for 
such a draft, whether there be .a uni­
versal service act or not, was exceed­
ingly welcome. 

In order to· recognize adequately the 
voluntary response of the nursing pro­
fession to the need under the conditions 

. EXisting up to the late fall, it seems to 
me important as a starting point for our 
considerations of a possible amenament 
to the Selective Service -Act, or to such 
a bill as that introduced this week by 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
MAY], chairman of the Military Affairs 
Committee, that we take cognizance of 
the fact that out of the 265,000 nurses 
of the country, 78,000 have already vol-. 
unteered, 53,000 of whom are . in the 
service today. 

Let us not fall into the temptation of 
~onsidering only the nurses responsible 
for the present shortage; rather let us 
inform ourselves of some of the other. 
factors involved. Not the least of these 
is the fact that we civilians have not 
recognized our personal responsibility 
sufficiently. We are not thinking in 
terms of total-war needs. We are still 

· thinking life is as it used to be. Many 
people have more money than they have 
had in a long time, and they are .. trying 
to catch up on a lot of their physical 
ills, flooding the hospitals in consequence. 
Some of their needs could wait, an-d I, 
for one, feel that no one has a right to 
a hospital bed today unless his need 
is acute. Whatever could be delayed 
should be. To the same end, special 
nurses should be available only to those 
whose physical need demands constant · 
watchfulness and care; but special 
nurses should be made available to all 
w11o so need them, regardless of ability 
to pay. 

Hospitalization of the acutely sick, on 
the other hand, helps in the conservation 
of our depleted community .medical per-' 
sonnel, a very real part of the national 
picture .. 

The situation in many civilian hos­
pitals due to lack of nurses is acute, but 
studies have long revealed that salary 
schedules are generally too low to at­
tract the private-duty nurses into the 
hospital field, though many married or 
older nurses are giving part time and so 
helping to keep the hospital nursing 
staffs above the danger point. Volun­
teer nurses' aides, and paid aides, and 
paid hospital assistants with volunteer 
orderlies are proving their value every­
where. Here again we civilians have the 
responsibility of increasing these groups 
so that qualified nurses can enlist in the 
armed services. 

I do not minimize the difficult situa· 
tion in which the civilian hospitals find 

themselves-but we must find ways to. 
supplement their services and ease their 
loads. For instance, a certain number 
of patients could be discharged earlier 
than they are if the· doctors would ac­
quire the habit of referring them to the 
public health nursing associations, 
whose nurse's, though already heavily 
loaded, could give them care .at home. 
Care of our civilian population is, of 
course, a necessary part of our responsi­
bility as Citizens. In the field of indus­
try, it might be that such organizations 
employing less than 500 could make 
arrangements with local public-health 
services for part-time work, rather than 
tying up one or more nurses full time. 
All these various methods added up to­
gether would help carry the load. 

One of the deterring factors in nurse 
recruitment during 1944 has been the 
action of the War Department in Jan­
uary of 1944 in reducing the 50,000 ceil­
ing on nurses to 40,000, and keeping it on 
overlong. This action canceled plans 
for the national registration of nurses 
and an 0. Vv. I. recruitment campaign 

. that was about to be launched. 
The fall gave us the extraordinary 

phenomena of "the war is· over;, let us re­
convert everything possible to be se£ for · 
peace." Naturally, nurses sliaz:ed the 
general attitude .. 

With the sudden reverses, of course, ' 
one of the first reactions had to ·be "give 
us nurses"-10,000 overnight. At once 
the various agencies involved went to 
work to get the pictu,re of · the ne€d 
dramatically before the available nurses. 
I myself wrote a vivid letter of appeal, 
which was sent out by the National Nurs­
ing Council for War Service to at least 
25,000 senior cadets and young graduates, 
as well as to hospital directors and 
superintendents. To this there has been 
considerable response. · This same · Na­
tional Nursing Council for War Service, 
Inc. ; which represents all the national 
nursing organizations and the nursing 
services of the Federal Government, to­
gether with the Red Cross Recruitment 
Committee, the Procurement and Assign­
ment Committee, the 0. Vv. I. War Ad­
vertising Group, and the Army itself 
pooled all their efforts and launched a 
campaign. The fact that they were 
faced with the holiday season meant 
that the start would be slow. But the 
start was made, and I think it is im­
portant you should know that· the up­
swing had been felt quite definitely dur~ 
ing the week preceding the President's 
message. You should know· also, that 
the Surgeon General's office did not \vait 
for the President's message . to activate 
its part of the recruitment efforts . . Some 
months ago I consulted with Colonel Yar­
borough and Major Aynes, who are in 
charge of the Army part of the program, 
before speaking on a recruitment pro­
gram in Times Hall, and I had a long 
conference with Colonel Blanchfield, 
Major Aynes, and Miss Blewett of the 
War Advertising Council during the week 
preceding the mess~ge. 

The effect of the message itself has 
been marked. Reports are coming in 
from many are·as of a flooding of the re­
cruitment offices. This is·most hearten­
ing as ·the need for nurses is now, and 
:will continue to be~ 

There have been complaints from 
nurses who have applied for Army serv­
ice that there has been long · delay in 
processing them for actual service, as 
well as delay in calling them after they 
have been accepted. Examination of the 
first complaint discloses that many times 
a nurse overlooks some item in her ap­
plication with consequent unavoidable 
delay to wh.ich shortage of personnel in 
recruitment centers contributes its share. 
All these difficulties are being looked into 
and corrected. · 

Study of the second problem revealed 
that various corps areas have been slow 
in recognizing the imperative need and 
have taken nurses in only once or twica 
a month. Sometimes 2 months have 
passed before an acc;epted nm;se he.s 
actually been brought in. Both these 
problems are being taken hold of dras­
tically. However, it is important that 
everyone, including nurses, should un­
derstand that certain very definite and 
important steps .must be taken between 
the moment of application for service 
and the moment of complete acceptance 
for .active duty, represented by the tak­
ing of oath. Qualifications must be 
checked, and this cannot-be done over­
night, nor by unaccustomed personnel. 
I understand that as envisaged by Selec­
tive Service, there would be no change 
ih the groups now being used fe>r classi­
fication and accrediting. 

You will be interested .to know that at 
a corporation meeting of the National 
Nursing Council for War Service held in 
New York City, January 10, the following 
motions were voted and referred to the 
American Nurses' Association: .· 

1. Owing to the growing national emer­
gency, the National Nursing Council for War 
Service approves in principle Federal Selec­
t ive Service legislation for procurement ·or 
nurses to meet the needs of the armed forces. 

2. ,Resolved, That to assure adequate nurs­
ing to the civilian population, the National 
Nursing Council for War Service urges the 
enactment of a National Service Act to sup­
plement any Selective Service legislation tor · 
nurses. 

Inasmuch as the Congress· created the 
United States Cadet Nurse Corps 19 
months ago to assure a steady flow of 
students through the training schools of 
the country, it would seem appropriate 
for me to summarize the results as of this 
date. 
· The Cadet Nurse Corps is a corps of 
student nurses that serves a twofold 
purpose: it a~gmerits civilian nursing 
service so that larger numbers of grad­
uate nurses can be released for the mili­
tary, and it creates a pool from which 
the military can draw when cadet nurses 
become seniors and graduates. 

The Cadet Nurse Corps is credited by 
the American Hospital Association with 
having prevented the collapse of civilian 
nursing service. Indicative, also, of the 
vital contribution rendered by student 
nurses are the following facts: 29 per­
cent of the non-Federal general hos­
pitals have schools of nursing which 
care for 56 percent of all patients in 
non-Federal hospitals in the United 
States; 60 percent of all nursing service 
in these non-Federal hospitals is given 
by student nurses. It is particularly in­
teresting to note that 1944 records show 
a 76 percent increase in student admis-



1945 CONGRESSIONAL RE_CORD-HOUSE 201 
sions to nursing schools over 1940, the 
year prior to the first Federal aid to nurse 
education. 

The Army says that 50 senior cadets 
can release 40 graduate nurses. From 
April 1944 to December 31, 1944, 1,157 
senior cadets have served in Army hos.:. 
pit'als and 43.9 percent have indicated 
the1r intention to remain as graduate 
nurses, and 354 senior cadets have served 
in Navy hospitals, 31.2 percent having in­
dicated their intention to remain as 

· graduate nurses. The Veterans Admin­
istration records show that from April 
through November 1944, 273 senior cadets 
have served, and approximately 9 per­
cent remained as graduates. The 
United States Public Health Service rec­
ords show 104 senior cadets serving and 
approximately 17 percent of the 46 who 
graduated have remained as graduate 
nurses. -

In all consideration of the Cadet Corps 
it must be remembered that it is but 18 
months old. Notwithstanding its present 
accelerated program, it takes 24 to 30 
months-a full 3 years · are still nec­
essary in some States-to produce 1 
graduate nurse. ·rt must be remembered 
that most of the 1943-44 graduates were 
nearing completion of their nursing edu­
cation when. the Corps was formed. 
Since they had met the bulk of the nec­
essary financial outlay, a very high per­
centage did not accept Federal scholar­
ships or take the cadet nurse pledge. 
Therefore it is obvious that the extreme 
youth of the United States €adet Nurse 
Corps accounts for the fact that only -~ 
comparatively small number of cadet 
nurses have been graduated to date. It 
is important to note, however, that cadet 
nurses have greatly decreased the bur~n 
on graduate nurses in the hospitals, and 
released great numbers of them for es­
sential service at home and abroad. The 
growing contributions · by the corps to 
the military, industrial, and civilian 
nursing is evident by the following sta­
tistics showing the estimated number of 
graduates from the Cadet Corps over the 
period 1943 through fiscal 1947: 
Fiscal year beginning July 1, ending 

June 30: 
1943-44-------------------~----- 1 1,206 
1944-45 _______ ! -------~--------- 9,1~5 
1945-46--------------------~---- 25,1~1 1946-47 _________________________ 35,579 

1 Corps members only. Total graduates 
from s.cho6ls of nursing, 1944, 28,978. 

The United Stat.es Cadet Nurse Corps 
recruitment quota for the 12-month pe­
riod ending June 30, 1945, is 60,000 new 
student nurses. Without the ·Cadet 
Nurse Corps we should be in serious diffi­
culties in keeping up the supply of nurses 
for the unpredictable road ahead. 

In closing let me give you the nursing 
figures as of today: 
Total nurses in United States of 

America in 1941 _________________ 265,000 
Total nurses volunteered in 1940-44_ 78,000 
Total nurses in Army and Navy_____ 53, 000 
Total nurses classified ______________ 221, 000 
Classified in: 

Class 1-A, single_________________ 29,676 
Class I-B, married_______________ 13, 480 

Total ________________________ 42,162 

Class 1-C (essential until re­
placed-to be reclassified almost 

immediately)------------------- 33,348 

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to ad­
dress the House for 20 minutes today·, 
following the special order of the gentle­
man from Alabama [Mr. HoBBSl. 

· The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request or" the gentleman from Min­
nesota? 

There was no objection. 
EXTENSION _OF REMARKS 

Mr. MASON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to extend my own 
remarks in the RECORD and tQ include 
therein a newspaper article. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Illi­
nois? 

There was no objection. · 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state 

to the Members that inasmuch as there 
is no legislative program today or to­
morrow, they may insert their extensions 
at this point if they desire. 

HAR\T ARD MERRILL HODGINS 

Mr. JONKMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
my remarks and to include a letter from 
a constituent. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request ·of the gentleman from Micl:i­
igan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JONKMAN. Mr. Speaker, in re­

sponse to a letter from a thoughtful, 
appreciative, and patriotic citizen of my 
district, I am today introducing a bill to 
-Provide for the awarding of an appropri­
ate medal and citation to Harvard Mer­
rill Hodgins, of Hancock Point, Maine, 
by· the Attorney General or the ·Depart­
ment ·of Justice in recognition of the 
patriotic service rendered by him in con­
nection with the detection in November 
1944 of. two German spies who had been 
landed by submarine on the coast of 
Maine and who were later apprehended 
by agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

The letter from Mr. Hanchett reacts 
as follows: · 

HOLLAND, MICH., Januq.ry 6, 1945. 
Congressman BARTEL JONKMAN, 

House of Representatives, ­
Washington, D. C. 

DEAR MR. JoNKMAN: The thought I wish to 
bring to your attention concerns the 17-year­
old Mr. Hodgins, who, when driving home 
one evening last week, noticed the two Ger­
man saboteurs plodding t~rough the deep 
snow and immediately became suspicious of 
them. ' 

He continued to follow their tracks along 
the roadside and later on noticed their trail 
turned off into the dark woods down toward 
the rocky seashore of the Atlantic. By this 
tiin'e these two suspicious characters had 
made such a deep impression on this young 
schoolboy's mind he decided to continue with 
his check-up on them. · 

Without . seeking the aid or assistance of 
two or three others, he courageously, single­
handed, followed their tracks in the . snow 

,until they met the shore line of the ocean, 
which brought out the fact that said two 
saboteurs made their way to shore in a rub­
ber boat from a German submarine. 

When this young boy started out on this 
trail into the woods under the cover of a 
dark night, he did not know if he would 
:walk into a group of heavily armed des• 

peradoes · or not, who, with little trouble, 
could have overpowered him and put him 
to death. But in spite of all the terrible 
possibilities of what could happen to him, 
he bravely and courageously continued on 
his journey. · 

I have not the ability to picture the brave 
feat of this young man in a dramatic story, 
but it is this point of exceeding heroism on 
his part I wish to bring out. 

We all know the results of his quick think­
ing and action, nam'ely, the capture of these 
two trained saboteurs that were heavily 
armed and having on their persons $60,000. 
Yes; they could have possibly caused $60,000,-
000 worth of destruction, besides the loss of 
many thousands of lives. 

The story ends here, but why am I bring­
ing it to your attention? Well, I feel an out­
standing act of bravery of this kind should 
be acknowledged by some·Government agency 
in a citation of some kind. Brave war sol­
diers receive their Silver Stars, Purple Hearts, 
and the like, and some recognition should be 
given to this boy, whether it be by Congress 
or some Army officer. 

This is merely a thought on my part, so I 
leave it to you to carry on from here. 

Very sincerely yours, 
MERRICK W. HANCHETT. 

.EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. REED of New .York. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent to extend my 
own remarks at this point in the REc­
ORD and to include therein a quotation, 
a letter, and an article from a newspaper. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from New 
York? · 

There was no. objection. 
U.N. R. R. A.: MASS COOK'S TOUR 

Mr. REED of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
the letter ofT. Titmouse "To the Worthy 
and Independent Electors of Yatton" 
appealing for their ·support of his can­
didacy for a seat in Parliament should 
not be overlooked by those who believe 
in the Act for Giving Everybody Every­
thing. It is a model campaign letter 

· for the champions of largess at the ex­
pense of the taxpayers. Under leave to 
extend my remarks I am inserting the 
letter of T. Titmouse to the electors of 
Yatton: 
To the worthy and Independent Electors of 

Yatton. 
GENTLEMEN: His Majesty having been 

pleased to dissolve the late Parliament, un­
der very remarkable and exciting circum­
stances, and, in the midst of the transports 
of enthusiasm arising out of the passing of 
that second Great Charter of our Liberties, 
the Act for Giving Everybody Everything, 
with kindly wisdom, to call upon you to exer­
cise immediately the high and glorious privi­
lege of choosing your representative in the 
new Parliament, I beg leave to announce my­
self as a candidate for that distinguished 
honor. Gentlemen, long before I succeeded 
in establishing my right to reside among 
you in my present capacity, I felt a deep 
interest in the welfare of the tenants of the 
property, and especially of those residing 1n 
the parts adjacent, and who are now so 
happily introduced into the constituency of 
this ancient and loyal borough. I trust 
that the circumstance of my ancestors hav­
ing resided for ages within it will not in­
dispose you to a favorable reception of their 
descendant and representative. 

Gentlemen, my political opinions are 
those which led to the passing of the great 
measure I have alluded to and which are 
bound up in it. Without going into details. 
which are too multifarious for the limits of 
such an address as the present, let me ass~ 
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you that, though firmly resolved to uphold 
the agricultural interests of this great coun­
try, I am equally anxious to · sustain the 
commercial and manufacturing interests; 
and whenever they are unhappily in fatal 
conflict with each other, I shall be found at 
my post, zealously supporting both, to the 
utmost of my ability. Though a sincere and 
firm membar and friend of the established 
church, I am not insensible to the fearful 
abuses which at present prevail in it, par­
ticularly in its revenues, which I am disposed 
to lessen and equalize, devoting the .surplus 
capital to useful purposes connected with 
the state, from which she derived them, as 
history testifies. ~ am bent upo~ securing 
the utmost possible latitude to every species 

. of dissent. In fact, I greatly doubt whether 
any form of religion ought to be established 
in a free country. 

While I am resO'ived 'to uphold the inter­
e:;ts of Protestantism, I think I best do so 
by seeking to remove all restrictions from 
the Catholics, who, I am persuaded, will sa­
credly abstain from endeavoring to promote 
their own interests at the expense of ours. 

. The infallible page of history establishes 
their humility, meekness, and moderation. 
Gentlemen, depend upon it, the established 
r~ligion is most likely to flourish when sur­
rounded by danger and th;-eatened by perse­
cution; it has an inherent vitality whtch will 
defy, in the long run, all competition. Gen­
tlemen, I am for peace, retrenchment, an,d 
reform, which are in fact the three polar 

· stars of my political conduct. I am an advo­
c~te for quarterly Parliaments, convinced 
that we can not too often be summoned to 
give en account of our -stewardship and that 
the frequency of elections will occasion a 
wholesale agitation and stimulus to trade. 
I am for extending the elective franchise to 
all, except those who are actually the in~ 
mates of a prison or a po.orhouse on the day 
of election; and f-or affording to electors the 
inviolable secrecy and protection of the bal­
lot. I am an uncompromising advocate of 
civil and religious liberty all over the globe; 
and, in short, of giving the greatest happiness 
to the greatest number. Gentlemen, before 
concluding, I wish to state explicitly, as ~he 
result of long and deep inquiry and reflec­
tion, that I am of opinion that every constit- · 
uency is entitled, nay, bound, to exact from 
a candidate for its suffrages the most strict 
and minute pledges as to his future conduct 
in Parliament in every matter, great or sm·an, 
that can come before it; in order to prevent 
his judgment being influenced and warped by 
the dangerous sophistries and fallacies which 
are broached in Parliament and prote:::t his 
integrity from the base, sinister, and corrupt 
influences which are invariably brought to 
bear on public men. I am ready, therefore, 
to pledge myself to anything that may be re­
quired of me by any elector who may honor 
me with his support. Gentlemen, such are 
my pqlitical principles, and I humbly hope 
that they will prove to be those of . the elec­
tors of this ancient and loyal borough, so 
as to warrant the legislature in having pre­
served it in existence amidst the wholesale 
havoc which it has just made in property of 

_this description. Though it is not probable 
that we shall be harassed by a contest, I shall 
make a point of waiting upon you all per­
sonally and humbly answering all ques­
tions that may be put to me; and should I 
be returned, rely upon it that I will never 
give you occasion to regret your display of so 
signal an evidence of your confidence in me. 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most 
obedient and humble servant. 

T. T!TMOUSI!l. 
"¥'ATTON, December 3, 18-. 

1\!Ir. Speaker, under further leave. to ex­
tend my remarks, I am also inserting a 
news article in reference to U.N. :R: R. A. 
whicn appears in the Times-Herald un­
der date of January 10, 1C{5, as follows: 

1'NoTHING To Do," REASON BRITON QUIT 
U.N. R. R. A. 

LoNDoN, January 10.-The Daily Express 
today quoted H. Vernon Lindsay, London busi­
nessman, as saying that he resigned his 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Ad­
ministration job in October because he had 
nothing to do but watch the taxpayers' money 

·being wasted. · 
Lindsay, who, according to the article, 

joined U. N. R. R. A. 4 days after D-day at a 
salary of $4,500 a year plus almost $8 daily 
living expenses, a total of about $8,eoo a year, 
was quoted as sayi:q.g: 

"I worked for 10 days in the U.N. R. R. A. 
London office ln Portland Place and found a 
large surplus of staff doing· practically noth­
ing. I was posted [assigned) to Cairo and 
flown there. I found· a ·staff of from 300 to 

· 400, -60 percent of them Americans and the · 
rest British or drawn from other United Na­
tions. 

"MASS COOK'S TOUR 

"Many officials and their wives with them 
also in jobs and drawing pay and living allow~ 
ances. The U.N. R. R. A. in Cairo is under 
dual control of Washington and London and 
there seemed to be no real head to determine 
policy or decide . on action. · 

"I met several 1,000-pound ($4,000) . per 
· year men who had come out from London 

only to find the posts had already been filled 
by Washington, so they had to wait around 

- doing nothing until something was found lor 
them. To me it seemed to be a mass Cook'& 
tour at the taxpayers' expense." 

.f\. U. N. R. R. A. official in London, com­
menting on Lindsay's-statement, said Lindsay 
was careless about his facts . . There is no dual 
control in Cairo, the official said, adding that 
it was directly responsible to Washington. 

Since London is the mobilization center for 
pe!sonnel and tram:portation is irregular, he 
sald, there are temporary surpluses of staff. 
He ~ttributed Lindsay's resignation to a di~­
inclmation to take a position in which he 
was subordinate to officials younger than 
himself. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. CANFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
· unanimous consent to extend my own 

remarks in the RECORD. at this point arid 
include therein a statement from the 
Okonite Co., of Passaic, N. J. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from New 
Jersey? · 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CANFIELD. Mr. Spe~ker . em .. 

phasizing what American business' faces 
today in answering the multitude of 
Government directives issued from day• 
to day, I present defense memorandum 
No. ~5. dated December 19, 1944, and 
prepared by Mr. Donald R. Stevens vice 
president of the Okonite Co., of Pa~saic, 
N. J., in my congressional district. 

This company, which manufactures 
insulated wires, cables, and splicing 
tapes, reports that 20 additional Gov­
ernment directives, and so forth, were 
received during the month of Novem­
ber, bringing the total since Pearl Har­
bor to 908. The memorandum reads as 
follows: 
DEFENSE ,MEMORANDUM NO. 45, DECEMBER 19, 

1944 ' 

. Twenty additional Government directives, 
etc., were received for the month of Novem­
ber, bringing the total since Pearl Harbor up 
to 908. · . 

E89, August 19, W. P. B.: Specific request 
from Donald Nelson on tl}e subject of eye­
sight and visual conditions among industrial 
workers. We should study the manual which 

accompanies the letter: we should ask an 
appropriate ctncer in our .organization to 
check out a t'l.\b.stantlal questionnaire. We 
do not .comp!y. Th.is is more bureaucratic 
baloney. Compare 832, 722, 389, 369, etc. 
Medical peop!e are continually trying to 
federalize everything in the line of health. 

690, September, Office of War Information: 
An eight-page document entitled "Cut-11ack 
Field Guide," giving very complete and spe .. 
cific detailed instructions on how to advise 
.our labor in case we have any cut-backs. We 
have already had cut-backs. and we don't 
ne~d any of this advice. Compare 874, 876, 
829, etc. -

891, November 2, I. N. M., Navy, New 
York : Instructions that excessive overruns 
in the line of excess materials will be re­
fused .by inspectors. Compare 867. We do 
not have excess overruns. 

892, November 3, Second Service Com­
mand: Official advice that Okonite, Passaic, 
has finally been deleted from the responsi­
bility list of Sacond Service Command. 
"Plant security measures • • • should 
be continued as your responsibility." We 
comply. This is a case of off again, on 
again, off again. Compare 881. . 

893, November 3, Ordnance, New York: 
. Request to s~r~:d 20 representatives to a 
forum on Amer~can Small Arms, including 
film. We do not comply. Compare 883 and 
869. 

. 894, November 3, Navy, I. N. M., New York: 
Request for advance -information concern­

. ing anticipated lay-off of large groups of 
workers account cut-backs. None to. date. 
Will comply. Compare 890, 880, and 879. 

895, November 7, Army Air Forces, New 
York: Full production · should be maintained 
at all war plants on Thanksgiving Day. 
Christmas ip the only day on which to inter­
rupt schedules. We complied at Paterson and 

·Wilkef:l-Barre. We did not comply at Pas-
saic account Navy cutback. Compare 903, 
896, 876, and 829. 

896, November 9, Chief Signal Officer, 
Washington, D. C.: Telegram to observe full 
working schedule on Thanksgiving Day. we 
comply. Compare 903, 895, 876, and 829. 

897, November 10, Navy Industrial Incen­
tive Division, Washington, D. C.: Suggestion 
that we should use motion-picture films to 
promote morale. We do not comply. com­
pare 906, 900, 864, 843, 838, and 836. ...... 

898, Nov.ember 14, Philadelphia Signal 
Corps; Advice to protect facilities and avoid 
sabotaG~ on VE-day. Comment: This war 
is not yet won. Compare 876, 874, and 829. 

899, November 14, Newark Defense Coun­
cil: Invitation to attend performance of The 
Forgotten Factor, an industrial drama for 
national teamwork. We did not comply. 
Compare 883, 898, etc. · 

900, November 16, United States Army Dis­
trict Chief, New York., General .Reimel: Re­
quest to notify all employees that General 
Eisenhower will speak from European head­
quarters on November 19 at 3:30 · p. m. 
account Army's urgent need for more sup­
plies. We posted all plants. Compare 906, 
864, 843, 838, and 836. 

~0~, November 17, War Manpower Com­
mission and War Mobilization and Recon­
version: Suggestion that it may be neces­
sary to rescind authorization for resuming 
civilian production in groups 1 and 2 labor 
market areas, account of critical manpower 
shortage. Compare 874. 

902, November 17, United States Engi­
neer, New York: More about working Thanks­
giving Day. Compare 903, 876 829 and 
89S. ' ' 

~03, November 17, Navy, Inspector of Naval 
Material, New York: More about working 
Thanksgiving Day Compare 902 896 876 
929, etc. • ' ' ' ' 

904, November 21, War contracts termina­
tion: Questionnaire referred to treasurer 
Mr. Metz. Compare 876, 874, and (.90. ' 
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905, November 21, Signal Corps Regional 

Labor Office, New York, and National War 
Labor Board: Advice that year-end bonuses 
up to $25 may be paid ·without obtaining 
permission of War Labor Board; other in­
§tructions on bonus plans. This is very 
untimely and approaches the ,politicaL We 
pay a large established monthly bonus 
which was in effect long before the Wage 
Ceiling Act went into effect. Nevertheless 
this release to the newspapers brought our 
employees into conference with us-they 
asking fpr an extra $25 which ~e denied. 
Compare 267, 223, and 222. · 

906, November 26, War Depar~ment, Chief 
Signal Officer, Washington: Request to in­
crease production if humanly possible. This 
1s one of the few documents in our whole 
collection from Washington that 1s inter­
ested in production. Compare 864, 843, 838, 
and 836. 

907, November 27, Philadelphia, Signal 
Corps: Reports of equipment . being received 
1n theaters of operation in damaged con­
dition due to inadequate packaging. Cir­
culated to our three plant shipping de­
partments and Signal Corps inspection forces. 
We are complying with Signal Corps specifi­
cations t > the satisfaction of their inspectors. 

. Compare 873. 
908, November SO, Department of Com­

merce, Business Advisory Council: Policies 
on veteran reemployment. The committee 
forwarded three comprehensive programs; 
namely, Swift & Co., International Har­
vester, and Westinghouse. These programs 
in my opinion are entirely too formal and 
too complicated for us. They are, however, 
a very thorough job and will be retained in 
the works · manager's file for reference if 
necessary. They cover everything that the 
veteran is entitled to on the G. I. bill of. 
rights, rehabilitation, insurance, vacation 
policies, etc. .They are an effort ~o make 
the veteran welcome home. We are writing 
an individual letter to each employee on this 
same subject-welcome home-whenever he 
comes back to work. We have also sent let­
ters to an employees in the armed services 
asking them whether they intend to come 
back to us and telling them that they will 
be welcome. · 

THE OKONITE Co., 
D. R. STEVENS, Vice President. 

PASSAIC, N. J. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. MILLER C1f Nebraska. Mr. Speak­
er, I ask unanimous consent to extend 
m~ own remarks in the Appendix of the 
RECORD on the subject of a secretary of 
national health. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Ne­
braska? 

There was no objection. · 
DISPOSAL OF GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 

PROPERTY 

Mr. MILLER of Nebraska. Mr. Speak­
er, I ask unanimous consent to proceed 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
my remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Ne­
braska? 

There was no .objection. 
Mr. MILLER of Nebraska. Mr. Speak­

er, coming to the desks of Members of 
Congress, if they request it, is the Sur­
plus Reporter. This reporter lists the 
surplus goods being sold by the Uni~ed 
States Treasury Department. It is 
rather confusing when one reads the 
mfl,nY pages of this reporter and notes 
that the hundreds of thousands of arti­
cles listed for sale as surplus when, in 

fact, many of the factories making this 
type of goods are crying for help. 

I note in this morning's paper .that the 
crucial developments in the western 
front brought forth an announcement 
by the Red Cross that additional surgical 
gauze is being shipped to the Red Cross 
chapters to fill the urgent requests of the 
Surgeon General of the Army for 43,-

. 000,000 surgical dressings. The Surplus 
Reporter lists, on page 34 of the January 
6 issue, 2.7,0DO,OOO packages of gauze at 
Louisville, Ky., which they are trying to 
sell. There is an additional 1,700,000 
individually wrapped packages at Pueblo, 
Colo. Surely, Mr. Speaker, there must be 
some very loose and haphazard planning 
when one department of the Government 
is desperately trying to sell surplus prop­
erty ·which another department is urging 
a speed-up to produce. 

The Surplus Reporter on one page lists 
121,000 new hospital mattresses for sale. 
There are tens of thousands of items like 
syringes, needles, sulfa and other drugs 
listed as surplus. One item is 200,000 
tubes of catgut. I know the factories of 
the country are working 24 hours a day 
trying to produce the same things that 
are· here selling in the surplus. 

I refer only to hospital items because 
I am familiar with this field. We also 
find in these reports thousands upon 
thousands of other new and used items 
which, undoubtedly, will find their way 
into the familiar Army and Navy stores 
tomorrow. Certainly, ·Mr. Speaker, it 
makes one wonder just how good Gov­
ernment planning can be. Does it not 
mean that when there is a surplus, 
whether it is 22,000,000 ftashlight bat­
teries or 27,000,000 packages of surgical 
gauze, that someone made a mistake? 
Does it not also follow that if there is a 
surplus of the property that the factories 
ought not to be making the same thing 
which is being sold by another depart­
ment of Government as surplus? 

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE 

. Mr. MERROW. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that at the conclu­
sion of other special orders heretofore 
agreed to for today I may have permis-

. sion to address the House for 15 minutes. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 

the request of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire? 

There was no objection. 
LT. GEN. GEORGE PATTON 

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to proceed for 1 
minute. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Lou­
isiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker: Lt. Gen. 

George Patton has furnished to the Army 
briiliant military leadership. He has 
been the victor in many an engagement 
against the Germans. In Africa, Sicily, 
in Normandy, and in the Ardennes For­
est the enemy has. felt the full force of 
his knock-out punches. I propose that 
he be made a four--star . general. He is 
entitled to this recognition and to in­
creased authority. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. BROOKS. I yield to the gentle­
man. 

Mr. RANKIN. I think all Members of 
Congress will agree with the gentleman 
on that. 

Mr. BROOKS. I · thank the gentle­
man. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to have inserted at this point in the 
RECORD two very brilliant editorials, one 
from the Shreveport Journal, dated De­
cember 30, entitled "Patton to the Res­
cue," the other from the Shreveport 
Times, dated December 31, 1944, entitled 
"Patton Should Have Four Stars." 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Loui-
siana? · 

There was no objection. 
The editorials referred to follow: 

[From the Shreveport Journal of December 
30, 1944} 

PATTON TO THE RESCUE 

It was Gen. George 8. Patton's Thil·d Army 
which first broke Germany's west wall and 
startled the world by its record-breakLl'lg 
dash across Europe to the Saar Basin. Last 
week "Old Blood and Guts" Patton was again 
called to the aid of our First Army-at a tim~ 
when the Germans had, by a surprise coun­
ter-offensive, driven a 40-mile wedge through 
its lines. Leaving his own front to its own 
devices, General Patton drove 22 miles in 6 
days, rescuing American units besieged in 
the town of Bastogne, and reached on Thurs- , 
day a point only 17 miles from the First Army 
line. 

The effect of this Third Army lunge was 
electric. As a result, Von Rundstedt's Ger­
man divisions were halted and his· entire 
force is today in grave danger of being 
trapped in the Belgian bulge. rpley had 
driven three prongs into LUxemburg and 
Belgi'\]m, the deepest of these being approxi­
mately 40 miles, compelling General Hodges' 
First American Army to fall back st.eadily 
over a long front from the Aachen area. "to 
the Luxemburg-France boundary line; the 
retreat could not be stopped until the Third 
Army swung into action from the south, 
with the rough and tough pistol-packin' Pat-
ton in command. . 

It .may be a little too early to say that 
Von Rundstedt's gamble has lost, but there 
can be no question that his headlong plunge 
has been checked and that the Nazis have 
been forced to go back to defensive war in­
stead of an offensive. Nor that it was Gen­
eral Patton's brilliant rescue strategy that 
did the trick. 

[From the Shreveport Times of December 31, 
1944} 

PATTON SHOULD HAYE FOUR STARS 

If there is any man who deserves promo­
tion in the United States Army to the rank 
of four-star general, it is three-st ar Lt. Gen. 
George 8. Patton, Jr. 

In five critical and tragic moments in this 
war, Patton has stood forth as strategist, 
tactician, and leader of men to victory 
against odds that often seemed overwhelm­
ing. He has had a larger number of really 
tough field campaigns than any of our gen­
erals, with the possible exception of five­
star MacArthur, and has smashed his way to 
victory f9r his men, his country, and himself 
every time. 

In the invasion of north Africa Patt on was 
given the ,one truly tough task-invasion 
from sea, with armored forces, of Casa­
blanca, where resistance was sure to be great, 
where tides were so rough and tricky that 
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only for a few hor.rs each ((lay could ;men or 
equipment be put ashore to overcome power· 
ful and fixed defenses. He did the job, mag. 
nificently, commanding both Army and Navy 
invasion forces. His tactics have been cited 
by Army men as. saving thousands of Ameri• 
can lives in that combat. 

When Rommel tore up an American Army 
Corps at Kasserine Pass, Patton was called 
to stem the German onslaught. He did it, 
rallied faltering troops, reorganized them, 
and pointed the way to final victory in 
Africa. 

In Sicily he. completed conquest of the 
island in 39 days when all experts expected 
at least 90 to 100 days to be consumed. He 
did it by magnificent strategy and tactics, 
despite the flop of the British Eighth Army 
in a critical stage of the campaign. He or­
ganized the Army that carried out this in· 
vasion, planned the strategy, directed the 
tactics. 

After the invasion of northern Europe, his 
Third American Army made a drive from 
Normandy to Paris that stiil has tacticians 
gasping at its speed and efficiency. With 
hardly a breath of time for reorganization 
he led this same army in an equally spec­
tacular drive to the German border. This 
drive was stopped not by the enemy, but by 
inability of those in the rear to keep Pat· 
ton's forces supplied with gasoline for his 
vehicles and ammunition for his guns. If he 
had been given both, no one knows where 
he might have gone. 

And now, in the past 2 weeks, when the 
Germans ripped through the American First 
Army and drove to the shores of the Meuse 
and almost within shelling distance of Sedan, 
it was Patton and his Third Army again 
that eaved the day with a magnificent drive 
of 22 miles into the tough side of the seem· 
ingly invincible German forceJ. There's no 
telling where that Nazi break-thr.ough would 
be today but for Patton and the Third Army. 
. Retired Gen. Peyton C. March, World War 

No. 1 chief of staff, bluntly charged a. few 
days ago that the American and Allied high 
commands in• Europe had failed to punch 
the enemy on the nose when real slugging 
might have been decisive. Patton always 
has punched the enemy on the nose--with 
both fists, regardless of the opposing odds, 
with no quarter asked and none given. It 
is worthy of thought that in every campaign 
from Africa to the German border, except 
one, the American forces have met at least 
one tragic and unexpected debacle at the 
hands of a supposedly routed enemy. The 
one exception was Patton's campaign in 
Sicily, which military expe~ts say will be a 
bas~s of our military textbooks of the future. 

General Patton merited four stars long 
· ago. Just about everyone in the Army 

knows that he would have had them but 
for the wild, exaggerated, overplayed and 
partly false versions given to the utterly un· 
important incident when he followed a rather 
well-established and recognized course of 
slapping a soldier, in Sicily, in an effort to see 
if he was really battle-fatigued or just "dog. 
ging it." 

The United States has many fine generals 
from one-star to five-star. Perhaps many of 
them are fully comparable in leadership, 
strategic ability, and tactical ability, to Pat. 
ton. However, it would be hard to find any, 
unless it be MacArthur, who has done more 
under tougher conditions. He deserves four 
stars-and more. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. RICHARDS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to extend my re· 
marks in the RECORD on the subject of 
the great record of the Fifty-sixth Fight .. 
er Group, Eighth Air Force, and to in­
clude therein two Associated Press dis­
patches. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 

the request of the gentleman· from South 
Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE 

Mr. FEIGHAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that after disposi .. 
tion of business on the Speaker's desk 
and at the conclusion of any special or· 
ders heretofore entered on Monday next 
I may be permitted to address the House 
for 15 minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. DICKSTEIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to extend my own 
·remarks in the RECORD and to include a 
news item taken from the New York 
Times. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
IS IT NECESSARY TO. DRAFT MORE FARM 

LABOR INTO THE MILITARY SERVICE? 

Mr. VURSELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
my remarks in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from rm .. 
nois? 

There was no objection . . 
Mr. VURSELL. Mr. Speaker, w,ith 

the war in its present critical stage, I 
regret that I am impelled to make the 
following remarks. No one likes to op­
pose the policies of those high in author­
ity under present conditions, but we 
Members of Congress have our duty to 
perform and we should not shirk from 
our responsibilities, however unpleasant 
the task. 

Mr. Speaker, today for a few minutes 
I want to address my remarks to the 
recent directive of the War Mobilization 
Director, Mr. James Byrnes, and to his 
policies that are about to be carried out 
by the Selective Service Director, Gen­
eral Hershey. I want to point out some 
of the dangers and question the wisdom 
of taking many more young farm hands· 
off of the farms and ask the question, "Is 
it absolutely necessary?" I think those 
who are directing this move are making 
a serious mistake. I believe men can 
be found in necessary numbe~s for the 
Army without further depleting the farm 
manpower of the Nation. 

Before the TyCl.ings amendment was 
passed, farm labor had no protection and 
was pretty well depleted. The Congress, 
recognizing the necessity of keeping up 
food production to feed the Army, our 
people, and for lend-lease, sought to stop 
inroads on farm labor by passing the 
,l'ydings amendment. 

This latest move, whether so intended, 
will, in a large degree, bypass the pro .. 
tection against the drafting of farm 
labor and unless the Congess, represent­
ing the people, calls a halt and does it 
quickly, farm labor ·will be depleted to 
the point where with a crop failure com .. 
ing upon us through · unfavorable sea­
sons, we. are .likely to be faced with a 
very dangerous shortage of food in this 
country. This Nati~n mw.st produce the 

tremendous amount of food necessary to 
sustain the Army, our civilian popula­
tion, its outgo for lend-lease, and we are 
committed to the other nations helping 
to fight this war to furnish the greater 
amount of the food that is necessary to 
keep the people from starvation in those 
countries where the forces of the United 
Nations drive the enemy out. By this 
commitment, during the coming year, 
there will be a demand for more food 
than we have needed during any year 
since the war began. 

It has ·been suggested by Director 
Byrnes ·and War Food Administrator 
Jones, and endorsed by the President, 
that this further inroad on the drafting 
of young men between the ages of 18 
and 26 from the farms can be done with .. 
out endangering our agricultural pro­
duction, urging that older men can re­
place these younger men drawn from the 
farms. 

These statements are in error. The 
Congressman coming from his district 
and who represents his district is closer 
to the people than those just named. He 
is in the best position to know whether 
or not these statements are correct. I 
have talked with at least 30 Congress­
men representing agricultural districts, 
every one of whom insist that the man .. 
power shortage is such on the farms 
that no .more men can be spared, that 
there are no replacements for such men 
if they are taken into the service. Dur­
ing the harvest time last fall you could 
drive through any agricultural district 
and see old men, women, girls, and chn .. 
dren helping in the harvest fields 
throughout the length and breadth of 
this country, working unthinkable hours 
in an attempt to harvest the crops that 
had been the result of months of toil. 
You cannot go into any agricultural sec­
tion in these United States and make a 
survey without being convinced that the 
farmers have been bled white for help 
and that it would be a tragedy to take 
more of their manpower away from 
them with .the commitments this Gov .. 
ernment has to produce the necessary 
amount of food to win this war, con­
tinue lend::-lease, and to keep starvation 
away from the countries after we drive 
the enemy out. 

The shelves of the grocers in the big 
cities, whose citizens think they are not 
interested so acutely in the farm prob­
lem, will find a shortage of food, and 
the pinch will come in such metropol­
itan centers as New York, Chicago, and 
the other big cities, if. the Congress is un­
able to stop this most dangerous move 
that is about to be launched, further de­
pleting of the farm manpower of this 
country. 

Adding to the danger of this situa .. 
tion is the fact that the farm machinery 
and farm tools used by. the farmers and 
needed for farm production in many in­
stances have been worn out and new 
machinery cannot be had. The Gov­
ernment has urged the necessity of 
large farm production to win the war. 
It finds now that there will be less farm 
machinery available to the farmers in 
1945 than was available in 1944, ac­
cording to a statement of the Interna .. 
tiona! Harvester Co., which will make 
his work more difficult. and now the 
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Government says we must take thou­
sands of the y-oung men, who are work­
ing long hours on the farms, away from 
the farms into the military service, at 
a time when farm help is so scarce that 
boys and girls from 10 to 15 years of 
age and the wives of the farmers, in 
many instances, are compelled to drive 
the tractors and power-driven macnin­
ery throughout this country to till their 
farms and produce the food · that the 
Government says it must have. 

Of course, the winning of the war is 
the first concern of all of us. We must 
have the necessary production of muni­
tions and men for military service and 
we can have them without taking such a 
terrible gamble with agriculture in the 
production of food. 

Senator HARRY F. BYRD in a statement 
not long ago, after an exhaustive investi­
gation, said that his committee found 
there were 500,000 people on the Federal 
pay rolls who were not needed. Would 
it not be wise to get all of the men quali­
fied for military service between 18 and 
26 out of this group before further dis­
turbing farm production? And, this is 
only a small group. For years now, the 
War Manpower Commission has used its 
power to drive men into the war plants 
of this country by the threat of taking 
those who are physically fit into military 
service. In nearly every war plant in the 
Nation there are more men employed 
than are necessary. The greatest waste 
of manpower and the greatest hoarding 
of manpower at the present time is in 
the various war plants of the Nation · 
where, in many instances, two or three 
men are employed where one man would 
do the work more efficiently. 

You can talk to the men you know who 
have worked in the war plants of this 
country and many of them will tell you 
that, through cost-plus and the con­
nivance of the contractors, in a great 
many instances men are idling and 
wasting their time yet drawing big wages 
from the Government. 

Cannot something be done to relieve 
the congestion in war plal).ts of men who 
are not needed, taking into the military 
service those of the proper age and physi­
cal qualifications and turning back into 
dvilian life the doubtless hundreds of 
thousands who could be spared from 
these plants without reducing their pro-. 
~uction in any way? Something should 
be done along this line to reduce the ex­
pense in our war effort and to get this 
great reservoir of hoarded labor in these 
·plants back into active and useful pro-
duction. . · 

There is a danger that the local draft 
boards, under the pressure of the State 
Directors of Selective Service, will not 

· give the farm workers their full protec­
tion under the 'l)rdings amendment, 
which is the law of the land and the 
·direct expression of the will of the Mem­
bers of Congress. 

If undue pressure is being applied to 
the point where it is bypassing the will 
·of Congress by any of the heads of Selec­
tive Service in the States or here in 
Washington it should be stopped. We 
cannot meet this manpower shortage 
without facing the. facts. The place to 
get this additional manpower is not on 
the farms but is in the factories of the 

Nation where the hoarding is going on~ 
And in addition let me point out that 
there are 3,000,000 young men between 
the ages of 16 and 26 in Belgium and in 
France who are already over. there, ob­
viating the necessity_ of shipping them 
across, who are not in the military 
service and who, in my judgment, in 
large numbers should and could be 
utilized in the service to fight for their 
country now after we traveled thousands 
of miles to liberate such countries. 

In my candid judgment it is time for 
· the Members of Congress to give the most · 
serious consideration and to voice our 
sentiments for a further search for man­
power before more men are taken from 
the farms who are actually producing in 
a substantial manner the food that tl1is 
Nation, our allies, and the liberated 
countries and our soldiers must have. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. STEVENSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to extend my re­
marks in the RECORD and to include 
therein an editorial from the La Crosse 
Tribune, of La Crosse, Wis., entitled "Mr. 
President and Congress, Speak Up." 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Wis­

. consin? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. HOFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to extend my own 
remarks in the Appendix of the RECORD 
and to include therein certain newspaper 
articles. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Michi­
gan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. REED of New York. Mr. Speaker. 

. I ask unanimous consent to extend my 
own remarks at this point in the RECORD 
and to include therein certain quota­
tions. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from New ­
York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. REED of New York. Mr. Speaker, 

there has been a vast amount of talk 
in executive circles about man shortage. 
This has. been especially true since re­
cent events on the western front. It is 
proposed now to take the men classed 
as II-C's, many of whom are the last 
hope of the farmers engaged in the pro­
duction of food for the Army and Navy 
and the liberated people abroad. It 
is not necessary to comb the farms fur­
ther for labor. It will bring disaster to 
our food-production program to do so. 

The real reservoir of labor is in those 
industries where labor has been hoarded. 

Throughout many industrial plants 
men are so numerous that they actually 
interfere with production. Two and 
three men are hired to d.o the work of 
one man. 

One outstanding businessman who has 
made an investigation of labor hoard­
ing insists that 25 percent of the em­
ployees could be dropped from the pay 
rolls of many war industries without 
adversely curtailing production. 

To quote the exact language of this 
large employer of labor: 

I am honestly convinced that 1f a thor­
ough and impartial ~utvey were made of the. 

larger industries throughout the country 
by men who are competent to judge, you 
would find that · at least 25 percent of the 
employees could be dropped from their rolls 
without adversely affecting production, and 
in fact the weeding out of these employees 
who are excess baggage would undoubtedly 
result in greater efficiency, and by reason 
thereof an increase in production. 

Mr. Speaker, the farms have been 
stripped of help, notwithstanding that 
the Tydings amendment is still the law 
and as such should be observed in fact 
and in spirit as was intended by Con­
gress when it passed the amendment 
as part of the Selective Service Act. I 
quote from the amendment as it applies 
to the men classed as II-C: 

(k) Every registrant found by a selective 
service local board, subject to appeal in 
accordance with section 10 (a) (2), to be 
necessary to and regularly engaged in an 
agricultural occupation or endeavor essen- · 
tial to the war effort, shall be deferred from 
training and service in the. land and naval 
forc~s so long as he remains so engaged and 
unt1l such time as a satisfactory replace­
ment can be obtained: Provided, That should 
any such person leave such occupation or 
endeavor, except for induction into the land 
or naval forces under this act, his selective 
service local board, subject to appeal in ac­
cordance with section 10 (a) (2)' shall re­
classify such registrant in a class immedi­
at~ly available for military service, unless 
pnor to leaving such occupation or endeavor 
he requests such local board to determine 
and such local board, subject to appeal i~ . 
ac_cordance with section 10 (a) (2), deter­
mmes, that it is in the best interest of the 
war effort for him to leave such occupation 
or endeavor for other work. 

. I ad~it that the temptation of large 
mdustnes to hoard labor is because the 
excess-profits-tax law invites large pay 
rolls. It furnishes a means of a voiding 
falling within the excess-profits provi­
sion which in some cases relieves the 
labor-hoarding industries from a 95 per­
cent tax. It is unjust and dangerous to 
strip the farms of labor, as is now pro­
posed, thus curtailing the food supply 
mstead of drawing upon the excess I abo; 
supply not needed in many large cost­
plus war industries. 
FOREIGN SERVICE RETIREMENT AND 

DISABILITY SYSTEM-MESSAG.E FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

The SPEAKER laid before the House . 
the following message from the President 
of the United States, which was read 
and, with the accompanying papers, re~ 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Af­
fairs and ordered to be printed. 

To the Congress ot the United States: 
I transmit herewith a report by the 

Secretary of State, showing all receipts 
and disbursements on account of refunds, 
allowances, and annuities for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1944, in connection 
with the Foreign Service retirement and 
disability system as required by section 
26 {a) of an act for the grading and 
classification of clerks in the Foreign 
Service of the United States of America, 
and providing compensation therefor, 
approved February 23, 1931, as amended. 

. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 
l'HE WHITE HOUSE, January 11, 1945. 
[Enclosure: Report Concerning Retire­

ment and Disability Fund, Foreiu;n 
Se.rvice.J 
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PERMISSION TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE 

Mr. GIFFORD. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that on Wednesday 
next, at the conclusion of the legislative 
program of the day and following any 
special orders heretofore entered, I may 
be permitted to address the House for 25 
minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER. Under a • previous 

order of the House, the gentleman from 
California [Mr. HAVENNER] is recognized 
for 45 minutes. 

DIES COMMI'ITEE 

Mr. HA VENNER. Mr. Speaker, I was 
a Member of the Seventy-fifth and 
Seventy-sixth Congresses, serving in the 
House of Representatives for 4 years 
from 1937 to 1940, inclusive. 

I hold in my hand page 7 of the issue 
of the San Francisco Chronicle of Mon­
day, October 30, 1944, which contains a 
political advertisement headed, as fol­
lows: 

Would you trust your post-war future in 
these hands?-Investigation of un-American 
propaganda activities in the United States-­
(Hearing) Tuesday, July 16, 194Q-House of 
Representatives Subcommittee of the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Beau­
mont, Tex.-Excerpts from sworn testimony 

. of John L. Leech, former member, State com­
mittee, Communist Party of California and 
candidate for Congress on the Communist 
Party ticket in 1936 from the Seventeenth 
California Congressional District. · 

I now quote from the advertisement: 
Question. Do you know the present Member 

of Congress from San Francisco-Mr. FRANCK 
HAVENNER? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question. Does he have any connect ion 

with the Communist Party? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Did you ever meet him in a meet• 

ing where no one else was present except 
Communists? 

Answer. Yes. 
. Question .. You stated you had met with 
Mr. HAVENNER in a :fraction meeting of the 
Communist Party? 

Answer. That is correct. 
Question. Was that fraction meeting held 

in San Francisco? 
Answer. Now excuse me; I would like to 

make a correction for the record. I did 
not mean to say; if I did, that I had met 
him in a fraction meeting. I had met him 
in a State executive committee meeting. 

Question. Was Mr. HAVENNER a member of 
the St ate executive committee of the Com· 
munist Party? 

Answer. No. 
Question. What was he doing at this State 

executive committee meeting? 
Answer. To the best of my recollection 

this was a discussion-and it is not neces­
sary that a person be a member of the State 
executive committee or the State committee., 
to pe called in for assistance, or directions 
of the State executive committee. · 
· Question. Could he have attended this 

meeting if he had not been a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Answer. No; I have never known of a case, 
and I don't believe such a connection has 
ever taken place where a nonmember could 
meet with a leading body. of the party. 
. Question. Now, in addition to this meeting 
you have already discussed, you stated you 
met with him on other occasions? 

Answer . . Yes; infqrmally, in left-wing af .. 
fairs. In other words he participated in _af• 

fairs organized by the Communist Party or 
left-wing organization under the domination 
of the Communist Party. 

Question. And at this time he was a Mem· 
ber of Congress? 

Answer. 'lllat is correct. 

Mr. Speaker, when I read this political 
advertisement in San Francisco last Oc­
tober, I knew nothing about this meet­
ing of the Subcommittee of the Speci~l 
Committee on Un-American Activities 
which · the advertisement alleged was 
held in Beaumont, Tex., on July 16, 
1940. Naturally, I immediately inquired 
whether such a meeting had actually 
been heid. 

I am informed that representatives of 
the press who went to the office of the 
Special Committee on Un-American Ac­
tivities were furnished with a printed 
volume entitled, "Investigation of Un­
American Propaganda in the United 
States," which contained a report of a 
meeting of a subcomt:nittee held in Beau­
mqnt, Tex., on the date mentioned. It 
was marked ".Executive session" and 
showed as present, Hon. Martin Dies, 
chairman, Robert E. Stripling, secretary 
of the committee, and James H. Sted­
man, investigator. 
. In this printed volume appeared all of 
the questions and answers which were _ 
contained in the political advertisement 
which I have just read, together with 
other questions and answers relating to 
me, as follows: · 

Question. When did you first meet Mr. 
HAVENNER, Mr. Leech? . 

Answer. I have been several times with 
him, Mr. Stedman. However, some of ·the 
times were simply at left-wing gatherings, 
and I am afraid, to be completely accurate, 
I could not even place the dates. 
. Question. But you have met him on a 
number of occasions? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have met him on a 
number of occasions. 

Question. Did Mr. HAVENNER ever join the 
Communist Party? 
· Answer. I have never seen an application 
card or any documentary proof as to that.. 
It is my understanding, on the basis of his 
participation in party activity, that he has 
been and is at the present time a member of 

··the Communist Party. But again I say, I 
have at no time ever seen documentary 
·proof of this. 
· Question. You have met him in strictly 
Communist Party meetings? 

Answer. On one occasion that I remember. 
Question. Would you please state what 

.that occasion was, Mr. Leech? 
Answer. That is a very serious question. 

I am afraid of my accuracy not on the basic 
facts-but I am afraid of my aocuracy on it. 
· Question. Could you give us the approxi­
m ate year when this meeting occurred? 

Answer. Well, this meeting occurred some 
.time during. the course of 1936. Again I 
.think it was in preparation for the State 
criminal syndicalism congress. 

Question. Did Mr. HAVENNER take an ac­
tive part in that conference';' 

Answer. In the discussion-he was not, to 
the best of my recollection, at the confer­
ence but he took an active part 1n the dis­
cussion and preparation and the outlining 
of this conference. 

Question. Do you know what he was doing 
at that time? 

Answer. I think he was connected in some 
way with the first California writers' project. 
I do know he worked and associated with 
'Harry Carlyle, who was a member of the 
Communist Party; and he was the organizer 
cf the first California State writers' project. 

• ~ut all O! p1y part~ .. :work :W84 1n th~ Los 

,fingeles area and Mr:- HAVENNER lived in San 
Francisco, and I will have to say that my 
recollection of details is vague here. 

Question. But you 'do know Mr. HAVENNER 
cooperated with the party? 

Answer. I do know that to be a fact; yes, 
sir. 

Mr. Speaker, at the time of this meet­
ing of the Subcommittee of the Special 
Committee on Un-American ·Activities 
at Beaumont, -Tex., on July 16, 1940, I 
was a Member of the House of Repre­
sentatives and had been for 3% years 
next preceding that date. I had never 
received any notice of this hearing prior 
to the time it was held and have never 
received any notice of the hearing from 
the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities or from any other person up 
to the present time. The first knowledge 
I had that such a subcommittee meeting 
was held was more than 4 years later 
when I read in this political advertise­
ment printed in several San Francisco 
daily newspapers during the months of 
October and November 1944 excerpts 
from the testimony given by witness 
Leech which I have just read to the 
Members of the House. I have never 
been given an opportunity to appear be­
fore that committee to face my accuser 
or to reply to his testimony. 

Mr. Speaker, the name "Communist" 
has been used by the Dies committee 
from its very inception as a symbol of 
subversive and un-American beliefs and 
practices, and membership in the Com­
munist Party has been construed by the 
committee as proof tbat the individual 
holding such membership was an advo­
cate of the use of foree and violence to 
overthrow the Government of this 
country. Therefore, when this witness 
was permitted to testify that I was a 
member of the Communist Party he was 
in effect indicting me for subversive and 
un-American 'beli,efs and practices, and 
charging that I was an advocate of the 
use of force and violence to overthrow 
our Government. 

If the chairman of the Special Com· 
mittee on Un-American Activities be­
lieved that this sworn testimony was true 
jt . was. his duty to report it to the House 
of Representatives and recommend that 
I be brought before the bar of the House 
·and expelled. If there was any doubt in 
his mind as to the truth . of this testi­
mony, it certainly was his duty to notify 
me and call me before his committee 
to disprove the testimony, if I could. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the 
.Special Committee on Un-American Ac­
tivities did neither of those things. He 
did not even notify all of the-other mem­
bers of his special committee that this 
damaging testimony had been given 
against a Member of Congress. Instead, 
the record of this secret meeting held 
down in Beaumont, Tex., was pigeon­
holed for more than 4 years, when sud­
denly and mysteriously, it was made 
available for use against me in a political 
campaign. 

Mr. Speaker, the sworn testimony of 
witness Leech in this printed report is 
false .in its entirety and constitutes per­
jury of the most ·vicious and malicious 
type. I am not and. never have been a. 
member of the Communist Party, nor 
have I ever had any connections or as.-
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sociations with that party or its activities 
in any manner whatever. I do not sub­
scribe and never have subscribed to the 
platform or the program of the Com­
munist Party. I am now and always have 
been a devout believer in and supporter 
of the fundamental principles and i.nsti­
tutions upon which the American Gov­
ernment is founded. The idea of-the em­
ployment of force and violence to over­
throw the Government which I love is as 
hateful to me as it possibly could be to 
any other true American citizen. Indeed 
the only time when I could possibly ad­
vocate the use of violent force with rela­
tion to our Government would be ip. de­
fense of its fundamental principles and 
institutions. For nearly 20 years I have 
been a public official in America, sworn 
to . uphold and protect our Constitution 
and our form of government, and no man 
in all those years, except in the instance 
to which I am now addressing myself, has 
ever accused me of being false to that 
high trust. · 

Mr. Speaker, for the sake of the record 
and my own reputation, I desire to deal 
with the testimony of witness Leech item 
by item. The witness testified that he 
knew me and that he had been with me 
several times at what he described as 
left-wing gatherings, although he ad- · 
mitted he could not fix the dates. -

Mr. Speaker, I do not know the witness, 
Leech, and to the best of my knowledge 
and belief have never met him. If I ever 
did meet him I did not know who he was. 
The statement that he has met me on a 
number of occasions is absolutely false. 

In response to a question whether I had 
ever joined the Communist Party, the 
witness, Leech, replied: 

I have never seen an application card or 
documentary proof as to that. It is my un­
derstanding on the basis of his participation 
in part y activity, that he has been and is at 
the present time a member of the Communist 
Party. But again I say ! _have at no time 
seen any documentary proof of this. 

The only part of this statement which 
is true is that the witness had never seen 
any documentary proof that I was a 
member of the Communist Party. His 
statement that it was his understanding, 
"on the basis of my participation in party 
activity," that I had been and was at 
that time a member of the Communist 
Party ·is a deliberate lie. I have never 

·participated in Communist Party activ­
ity, and the witness never could have had 
any understanding, based on such a 
premise, that I was a member of the 
Communist Party. 

In response to other leading questions, 
the witness, Leech1 testified that he had 
met me in meetings which were attended 
only by Communists but refused to state 
the occasions or the dates. T)le state­
ment that he ever met me at any such 
gathering was a deliberate and malicious 
lie, because I have never attended any 

. such meetings. 
The witness, Leech, finally testified 

that one of these meetings occurred 
sometime in 1936, in preparation for the 
state Criminal Syndicalism Congress. 
This statement was anotl;ler deliberate 
lie, because I never had anything to do 
with the State Criminal Syndicalism 
Congress nor attended any meetings in 
preparation for it. 

- The witness· testified that I took an 
active part in the discussion and prepa­
ration and outlining of this · congress. 
This statement was equally as false as 
any of his preceding statements. 

The witness, Leech, testified that he 
met me in a State executive meeting of 
the Communist Party and that I could 
not have attended this meeting if I had 
not been a member of .the Communist 
Party. This was mer,ely another mali­
cious lie by the witness, as I have never 
attended any such meeting. The witness 
fixed -the date of this meeting as some­
time in 1936 arid testified that at that. 
time I was a Member ef Congress. This 
was probably the only unintentional 
falsehood which he uttered during this 
testimony, because I was not a Member 

. of Congress in 1936. At that time I was 
an elected member and president of the­
Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

The witness testified that at the time 
of this meeting I was connected in some 
way with the first California writers' 
project, and that I worked with and as­
sociated with a man named Harry Car­
lyle, a member of the Communist Party 
and organizer of the writers' project. I 
had no connection with the California 
writers' project. I do not know Harry 
Carlyle, and did not work with him or 
associate with him, and this statement 
is as false and malicious as any other 
statements made by witness Leech. 

The witness, Leech, testified that he 
-knew that I cooperated with the Com­
munist Party. He could not have known 
anything of the kind, because I never 
cooperated with the Communist Party 
in any way. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have ta);ten this 
time of the House, not so much to defend 
my own reputation against this malicious 
perjury, because I am proud to say that 
my reputation needs no defense before 
many thousands of patriotic Americans 
in my district in California, but because 
of the outrageous and un-American 
treatment to which a Member of this and 
previous Congre!;ses has been subjected 
by this so-called Committee on Un­
American Activities. I know, as a result 
of conversat~ons with various members 
of the Dies committee, that few mem­
bers if any, other than the chairman, 
knew any. more than . I did of the ·star­
chamber meeting of the subcommittee 
at -which this perjured testimony was 
given. I personally know of no other 
instance in all of the history of the Con-. 
gress of the United States when a secret 
meeting of a committee of the Congress 
was held for the purpose of receiving 
defamatory testimony concerning a 
Member of the Congress without permit­
ting that Member to have any knowledge 
of the meeting or any opportunity to 
appear and testify in his own defense: 
Surely such a proceeding violated all of 
the ethical precedents of this democratic 
body and constituted a glaring and fla­
grant illustration of the very kind of un­
American activities which .this commit­
tee was set up to prevent. 

Even if the charges made against me 
had been true-instead of being false in 
their entirety-! was entitled to be in­
formed of the accusations and to be given 
an opportunity to confront my accuser. 

But, Mr. · Speaker, this · smear attack 
was permitted and I was not notified or 
given any opportunity to appear in my 
own behalf. 

Mr. Speaker, witnesses like Leech do 
not appear by mere ·accident at a secret 
meeting ·of a subcommittee of the House 
of Representatives in a place remote 
from the Capitol of the United States 
to attack the reputation of a Member of 
Congress who is at his post of duty at 
the Capitol. Someone brought this wit­
ness, Leech, to that secret meeting in 
Beaumont, Tex., by prearrangement, and • 
whoever brought him there was un­
doubtedly thoroughly familiar -with the 
testimony he was prepared to give. ·And 
if his testimony concerning me was, as 
I now solemnly assure the House, per­
jured in its entirety, then someone was 
guilty of subornation of perjury. 

The circumstances surrounding the 
ultimate release of this perjured testi­
mony for publication as a paid political 
advertisement during the recent con­
gressional campaign are as mysterious 
and surre:ptitious a:s the conduct of the 
subcommittee meeting down in Beau­
mont, Tex., when this perjury was per­
mitted to be perpetrated. I do not know 
and have not been able to ascertain the 
identity of the person or persons to whom 
this perjured testimony was first re­
leased, after it had been kept secret from 
public scrutiny for more than 4 years. 
I can only surmise that the person or per­
sons to whom this release was made were 
the same individuals who paid for the 
political advertisement in .. which its first 
publication occurred. 

Did those individuals disclose their 
identity when they arranged for the pub­
lication of this ·perjured and libelous 
testimony in a political advertisement? 
No-, Mr. Speaker, they did not. On the 

- contrary the only indication of the origin 
of this advertisement was a line in paren­
theses at the bottom of the ad, reading 
as follows: 

The cost of this advertisement was paid for 
by a group of citizens who believe in good 
government and the American way of life. 

God help good government and the 
American way of life if they must depend 
upon secret character assassination. 

The witness Leech did not confine his 
smearing testimony to me, Mr. Speaker. 
Immediately after completing the per­
jured statement about me, which I just 
read to the House, he proceede-d to swear 
that two of the most prominent men 
now holding elective offices in California 
were also members of the Communist 
Party. I doubt if either of those men 
knew, any more than I did, that they 
were being subjected to damaging testi­
mony at the secret meeting down in 
Beaumont. They can speak for them­
selves, and undoubtedly will, if they are 
ever given an opportunity to do so. An 
interesting indication of the accuracy of 
Leech's testimony is that he assigned 
a wrong first name to one of these promi­
nent California officials, although he 
swore that he knew him. 

So far as I am concerned, Mr. Speaker, 
as soon as the members of the new stand­
ing Committee on Un-American Activi• 
ties of the House of Representatives arB. 

I • 
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appointed, I intend to ask for the privi .. 
lege of appearing before that committee 
to request that this witness Leech be sub .. 
penaed for further questioning concern• 
ing his testimony about me. 

I think nothing remains to be said, Mr. 
Speaker. This record speaks for itself. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen .. 
tleman from California. 
. Mr. VOORHIS of California. At the 

time that this meeting was held in Beau- · 
-.mont, Tex., I was a memb~r of the Dies 
committee and I want to say to the gen­
tleman that I never heard about the 
holding of such a meeting or abotit any 
of this testimony with regard to him. 
The first time I knew anything about it 
was when the advertisement appeared in 
San Francisco. 

On ·Friday last I addressed the House 
on the general subject of a proper in- · 
vestigation of un-American activities, · 
what I believe it could accomplish if 
properly conducted and what I thought 
the dangers were if improperly con­
ducted. I cited as one of my greatest 
fears that on ·the basis of unsupported,­
uncorroborated evidence a single mem­
ber might make possible accusations of 
an untrue sort against an American· 
citizen, an accusation of a most serious 
nature, and, as I put it on that occasion, 
it will deal a body blow to the institution 
of basic American political institutions. 
May I say to the gentleman that I think· 
this procedure is indefensible and I would 
like to point out one thing further, if I 
may, and. I would like to ask the gentle­
man: He was in Congress, as I recall it, 
in the Seventy-fifth and Seventy-sixth 
Congresses ....... What · position did he hold 
prior to that time? 

Mr. HA VENNER. Prior to the Seventy .. 
fifth Congress"' · 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Yes. 
Mr. HAVENNER. I was a member 

and at that time president of the Board 
of Supervisors of the City and ·county of 
San Franpisco. 
· Mr. VOORHIS of California. J;<lor how 

mahy years did the gentleman hold that 
positfon? · 

Mr. HAVENNER. I was a memb~r of 
the board of supervisors for 11 years. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Aiter 
the gentleman ceased to be a Member 
of the House, what position did he hold 
in the interim between his service in the 
Congress befor:e and his uervice now? 

Mr. HA VENNER. I was appointed a 
member of the State railroad commis­
sion. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. And was 
its chairman? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I ~erved as chair .. 
man of that commission also. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. I submit 
to the House it is a pretty serious matter 
when a man with a record of that sort 
has to get up and make the speech which 
he has been called upon to make. I 
merely point out further that · in Mr. 
Leech's testimony he makes not one 
single definite statement upon which any 
positive investigation could possibly be 
made to determine whether or not he 
was accurate with regard to it. 
· Mr. MASON. ·wm the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. HA VENNER. I . yield . to the 
gentleman from Illinois. 
. Mr. MASON. May I say that I was 

also a member of the Dies committee 
when this incident is supposed to have 
happened in Beaumont, Tex. Here in 
the House is the first time I had ever 
heard about it. I have never known any­
thing about the testimony or about the 
meeting that was held and I do not think 
either the House or the gentlemen on 
the :floor should blame the committee for 
any such performance as we have had 
described today. It is too bad. when any 
subcommittee or any committee of this 
House will hold, as- has been stated, star­
chamber proceedings and then keep 
those proceedings from the public and 
from the other members of the commit­
tee and from the House and only reveal . 
them at the time of a political campaign. 
I think the new. committee should go in­
to this matter and · find out just exactly 
what did happen and how this testimony 
was kept from the public· for 4 years and 
then brought up in a political campaign 
in the shape of an advertisement. 
. Mr. HAVENNER: I thank the gentle­

man. I t.l'ied to make it plain that I knew 
most of the Members had no knowledge 
of this proceeding. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Will the 
gentleman yield further? · 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the 
gentleman. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. I would 
like · to point out further that · in my 
speech of the 4th of January I suggested 
certain basic rules of procedure that 
should be, in my judgment, followed by 
any committee of this House. The sec­
ond of those proposed rules of procedure 
that I proposed was as follows: 

No public statements, press releases ," com· · 
munications, or reports involving the work 
and responsibilities of the comlllittee shall be 
issued or released by any member thereof 
excepting after such statements, releases, 
communications, or reports have been sub­
mitted to the entire committee and approved 
by a majority thereof-

And I should have !}dded, "or by an~ 
employee of .the committee.'' Had that 
rule been observed this situation never 
could have taken place. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­
tleman from Missouri. . 

·Mr. COCHRAN. May I say that .it 
has been my privilege and, in fact, an 
honor- to have been personally ac­
quainted with the gentleman from Cali­
fornia since the day that he first became 
a, Member -of this House. On many, 
many occasions I ·have enjoyed his com­
pany. 

May I ask the gentleman if the record 
of the Dies committee . shows who were 
members of this subcommittee? 

Mr. HA VENNER. It only shows those 
who were present. 

Mr. COCHRAN. What members were 
present? 

Mr. HAVENNER. The record shows 
as present the Hon. Martin Dies, chair­
man, Robert E. Stripling, secretary of the 
committee, and James H. Stedman, 
investigator. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I will say to the gen­
tleman that there was only one Member 

of the Congtess present at that hearing, 
Mr. Dies. I was criticized the other day 
when I said that this was a one-man 
committee. I recall the name of Sted­
man, who the gentleman mentioned, and 
if I am not in error, he was in charge 
of the committee's Los Angeles office; 
was he not? 
· Mr. HAVENNER. -I do not know. 
· Mr. COCHRAN. I can find out for 
the gentleman, because the vouchers to 
pay salaries came through my committee 
every month. I heard the gentleman 
mention the name of Stedman as ask­
in~ this witness questions, and that con~ 
firms my contention that this committee 
has been more or less a one-man com­
mittee in the last few years. But this 
goes all the way back to 1940. 

Mr. HAVENNER. I thank the gen-· 
tleman for his statement concerning me. 

Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker,. will the gentleman yield? 

. Mr. HAVENNER. · I yield to the gen­
tleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. I wish 
to inform -~he gentleman from Missouri 
that Mr. Stedman was the investigator 
in charge of the Los Angeles office. He 
is correct. He was one of the best inves­
tigators the Dies committee ever had. 

May I also ·say to the gentleman that 
this committee was a one-man commit­
tee, and it worked · bdth ways. At on~ 
time I went out to California and I was 
the only member of the committee who 
went out there. You could call me a one­
man commitee, then. Another time we 
sent a subcommittee out to~ California. 
Mr. Dies was not on that committee; 
neither was I. You might call that a 
three- or one-man committee. But all 
the way through this investigation, for 
6% years while we were investigating 
the Bund, while we were investigating 
the Communists, while we were inves­
tigating these Fascist crackpots--

Mr. I21AC . . And Members of the Con-
gress. . 

Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. Certain 
Members have repeatedly opposed the 
committee and others opposed the com­
mittee only at certain times, hut there 
were certain Members of the Congress, 
and I would include the gentleman from 
Missouri as having fought our commit­
tee at all times. 

Mr. COCHRAN. 'Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield further? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­
tleman from Missouri. 

Mr. COCHRAN. In further evidence, 
in view of what the gentleman from 
New Jersey has said, I want to show just 
exactly what a orie-man committee this 
was. It so happened we had no busi­
ness over the week end here several 
·years age. We adjourned on Thursday 
until Monday, so I just thought I would 
spend the week end in New York. I left 
here on the 1 o'clock train on Thursday. 
I had a seat in the parlor car. The gen­
tleman from New Jersey came in· that car 
and sat across from me. He had a large 
envelope. I said to him, "What are you 
-going to do, work over the week end?" 
He said, "No; that is the white paper 
that Dies is releasing Sunday.'' 

Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. May I 
correct the gentleman? 

Mr. COCHRAN. Just a moment now. 
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Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. I said 
the Dies committee was releasing it; not 
Dies; the Dies committee. 

Mr. COCHRAN. I said to the gentle­
man, "Let me read it. I will not say any­
tiling about it until it is released." The 
gentleman said to me that he had never 
read it himself. I said, "Do you mean 
to say that you are letting a · document 
of this size be released ·without even 
reading it?" He started to read then. 
As he read page after page of that proof 
he handed it .to me, and it took 3 hours 
and 15 minutes to read that critical ·doc­
ument which went out under the name 
of the Dies committee, of which he was 
a member. He admitted he had never 
read it himself. 

Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. The 
gentleman is wrong as usual. · I want to 
say that the docu:q1ent was not released 
until the members of the committee ·had 
read the document. I was ·at that time 
starting to read the proof of the docu­
ment, and the gentleman was so insistent 
that he also be given the same privilege 
to read the document that I turned it 
over to the gentleman from Missouri. . 

I want to tell you how the gentleman 
from Missouri can also be wrong in con­
nection with his own committee. Just 
the other . day I received a letter from 
the gentleman from Missouri bawling me 
out for hav-ing sent a telegram at Gov­
ernment expense. So I wrote the gen­
tleman from Missouri aria I enclosed the 
telegram, _a.nd I told him in my letter 
that it was clearly marked up on top 
that ·the· telegram should be charged to 
me. So the gentleman very kindly; ! •will 
say, sent me a letter of apology, and I 
.now accept that apology, ·· 

Mr. IZAC. · Mr. Speaker, will the gen­
tleman yield? · 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­
tleman from Californfa. 

Mr. IZAC. Mr. Speaker, I only rise to' 
say a few words. I think the action in 
this case speaks louder than any words 
of any members of the Pies committee 
or myself. 
· We of California know the gentleman 
from San Francisco and have great con- . 
fidence not only in his ability but in his 
integrity. We have known him for over 
20 years. He has served the people of 
California well, as well as the people of · 
all the United States. I ·.think it is a 
most dastardly thing to have such a 
thing as this done by one Member of 
Congress against another Member of 
Congress. 

Mr~ HOLIFIELD. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­
tleman from California. 
· · Mr. HOLIFIELD. I should like to pro­
pound two questions to the gentleman 
from California, for whom I have great 
respect and· for .whom the people of Cali­
fornia have great respect, as shown by 
their repeated election. of him to public 
office. Is the gentleman aware of the 
fact that the laws regarding perjury in 
Texas· are outlawed at the end of 3 years, 
and that this testimony was released 
subsequent to the outlawing of the laws 
regarding perjury? 
· Mr. HAVENNER. I was not aware of 
that. 

XCI-14 

Mr. HOLIFIELD. That happens to be 
the case. 

May I propound this question through 
the gentleman from California to the 
gentleman from New Jersey, who is al­
ways so anxious to defend all of the 
actions of this committee. I wonder .if 
the gentleman · from New Jersey con­
dones the action of this committee or a 
subcommittee thereof in investigating 
the gentleman from California and re­
leasing such executive action to the pub­
lic press. 
· Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. I will 

answer that. Of course not. In fact, I 
was not here when the gentleman from 
California started his speech, and I really 
do not know what he started to talk 
about, but if it is in line with what the 
gentleman says, of course not. ·Our com­
mittee would not condone it and I would 
not condone it. The gentleman from 
California enjoys a very high reputation, 
and so does the Dies c·ommittee. 
· Mr. CELLER. Mr. Speaker, will the 

gentleman yielrl? 
Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen- . 

tleman from New 'York. · · 
Mr. CELLER. May I say to the gen­

tieman from California .. that I have 
1:\nown him all during his tenures of of­
fice in this House, and I can testify to 
his earnest patriotism .and his willing­
ness to serve this country with all ·that 
is in him. I heard the gentleman from 
California the other day outline certain 
rules of procedure that should be fol:. 
lowed by the new committee. For · the 
new Members, may I state that the Dies 
committee and its chairman, Mr . . Dies 
}1.imself, had the 'temerity to pay out of 
the expenses appropriatPd· for the 'Dles 
committee the settlement' of a private 
lawsuit. The 'chairman had been sued 
for libel, and he had the tE)merity to 
come into th.is House and -say that that 

·case was settled, this private lawsuit was 
settled by the use of funds appropriated 
by this Congress for expenses of the Dies 
committee. I hope the gentleman from 
California will revise· his suggested rul~s 
so as to prohibit any such outlandish 
practices. 

Mr. DICKSTEIN. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­
tleman from New York. 

Mr. DICKSTEIN. I also know the gen­
tleman and have served with him in the 
House. I know something about the Dies 
committee and what they have been do­
ing. The gentleman from California is 
not the only victim in. this mess. When 
the truth is known, it will be found that 
there are hundreds of Americans who 
have been labeled as un-American based 
upon testimony that was not fit to be­
lieve. If the proper thing were done, if 
that committee is going .to function, we 
ought to go back and restore respect for 
Americans who have been charged with­
out proof with being Communists or be­
lievers in other "isms,'~ when there was 
not a scintilla of evidence to prove it. 

On this floor at least for the last 2 or 3 
years I have stated that this was a on·e­
man committee of ·Dies, Dies, and Dies, 
and that the rest of the committee, -who 
are now defending it, had not even 

· taken the trouble to find out what was 
going on in the "White House" of TE:Kas. 

I have been attacked by certain Mem­
bers of this House who criticized me by 
saying I was envious because I was not 
on that committee. The truth is that 
I ·was the originator of the original tom­
mittee in 1934. My purpose and the 
policy ot the McCormack-Dickstein 
committee was to give every American 
an opportunity at least to defend himself 
before we passed judgment. All the 
rules that were laid down by my friend 
from California [Mr. VooRHIS] are not · 
going to do a blessed thing. We have to 
watch our step and be careful. where we 
are going with this committee and the 
way we are going, because we are de­
stroying democracy. 

Mr. PATRICK. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 
· Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­

tleman from Alabama. 
· Mr. l;IATRICK. I want to add my 

testimony of absolute · faith in the full 
Americanism of the gentleman, having 
served with him and being associated 
with him for a number of years. May 
I add, also, that this ' same Dies commit­
tee attacked the name of an outstanding 
citizen of Alabama, for which they were . 
condemned by both the Senators from 
our State. I think the gentleman from 
New Jersey signed .the document. I am 
pretty sure he 'did. If he did not, he has 
plenty of time, a whole year, to straight­
en it out. 
. Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. I sug~ 
gest that the gentleman from Alabama 
should look it up to find out if I did sign 
it before making any kind of statement. 
I note that the gentleman from New 
York has changed the name of the Mc­
Cormack committee tQ the McCormack­
Dickstein committee. 

Mr. PATRICK. Mr. Speaker, the gen­
tleman from · Californ~a has yielded to 
me and I decline to yield. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
California has the floor and he yields· to 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. PAT-­
RICK]. 

Mr. PATRICK. And they took Mr. · 
William Mitch, who was a steward in 
the Methodist Church, an active church­
man and Shriner, and a well-known 
Mason and outstanding citizen, and 
placarded him before the country as , 
a Communist. So the gentleman has 
company. The gentleman has good 
company. Of course, it may not be true 
with the Members of this body, but I 
think the people of America have been 
in accord there, especially in the Demo­
cratic ranks, in the. expression of their· 
condemnation of the unfair · methods 
practiced. 

Mr. FOLGER. Mr. Speal{er, will the 
gentleman yield in order for me to ask 
the · gentleman from California [Mr. 
VooRHIS] a question on his time? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield if I have 
further time. 

Mr. FOLGER. I believe that the gen­
tleman from California [Mr. VooRHIS] is 
gone. But I believe the gentleman did 
state,. however, that he had never him­
self, although he was a member of this 
committee until he got disgusted andre­
signed, that he had never heard of this 
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thing until it was published for political 
purposes a few months ago. 

Mr. HAVENNER. I think that is cor­
rect; yes. 

Mr.. SABATH. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­
tleman from Illinois. 

Mr. SABATH. Can the gentleman give 
the names of those who questioned this 
witness? Was it Mr. Dies himself, or 
was it this man Stripling or Matthews? 

Mr. HAVENNER. ·I think most of the 
questions were asked by Mr. Stedman. 

Mr. SABATH. Is he $till with the 
committee? Does the gentleman know. 
and this man Stripling? 
M~. HAVENNER. I do not know. 
Mr. SABATH. Do you think he should 

remain with the committee in view of 
that performance and his activity in 
view of the fact that he should have ·the 
knowledge that the evidence that he [e­
cured was purely a lie and perjury and 
an untruth about you? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state 
that there are not any members of the 
Dies committee present because there is 
not any such committee as yet pending 
the appointment of members to the com­
mittee. . 

The time of the gentleman from Cali­
fornia has expired. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the gentleman's 
time be extended at least 10 minutes. · 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Mis-· 
sissippi? 

Mr. HOFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, reserv­
ing the right to object, will there be an 
opportunity after the expiration of the 
10 minutes for others to call attention 
to some more of. this smearing cam­
paign that went on and the sources which 
it caine from and of things they said? 

The SPEAKER. There is no legisla­
tive program before the House today and 
alL Members who desire to address the 
House will be recognized to do so. 
· Mr. HOFFMAN. Would it be in order 
then, Mr. Speaker, to ask now for exten­
sion of the time that I have? 

Mr. RANKIN. Do not interfere with 
his time; you can have time later. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. I was not worrying 
about his time. I am just worrying 
about you taking ·the time. 

The regular order was d~manded. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will 

be recognized and the Chair will cer­
tainly entertain a unanimous·-consent 
request to. extend his time for a longer 
period. 

Is there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Mississippi? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, will the 

gentleman yield? 
Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­

...- tleman from Mississippi. 
Mr. RANKIN: Mr. Speaker, after lis­

tening to the statement made by the 
gentleman from California [Mr. HAVEN­
NER] and having served with him more 
intimately than any of these men who 
have testified up to now, during the time 
that he was in Congress and joined with 
me in the power fight, I want to say to 
hili n. that, in my humble opinion, Mr. 

Dies did not attach any importance to 
this testimony. We ali know the gentle­
man from California, and the criticism I 
would have to offer is that his attention 
was not called to it. 

The very statement of the ·gentleman 
from California is one of the greatest 
arguments I have heard in favor of mak­
ing this a permanent committee or a 
standing committee of the House in or­
der that it may be governed by the regu-
lar rules of the House. · · 

I have great respect far him, and I re­
gret that this testimony was .ever given 
out. It should have been submitted to 
him, and he should have been given an 
opportunity to answer it. 

But the mere. fact that somebody got 
hold of the files of this committee and 
published something that some alleged 
Communist had said about a Member of 
Congress is no argument at all in favor 
of condemning the great work of the Dies 
committee and condemning Congress for 
continuing it as a permanent committee 
of the House. I have heard from every 
State, and I would say from almost every 
congressional district, in the United 
States praising us for perpetuating this 
committee as a standing committee of 
the House, not as a witch-hunting com­
mittee, as some of its enemies have al­
leged, not to go out and smear some­
body, but to help protect American in­
stitutions from· those influences that are 
threatening them from within as well as 
from without. 

Mr. TOLAN. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HAVENNER. i: yield to the gen­
tleman from California. 

Mr. TOLAN. I wish to ask the gen­
tleman from 'California if he had any 
conversation with Chairman Dies prior 
or subsequent to this testimony which 
was given at Beaumont, Tex. 

Mr. HA VENNER. I may say to the 
gentleman from California that during 
the Congressional campaign of 1940 I 
was informed by a friend in San Fran­
cisco that he had information on what 
he considered good authority that an · 
attempt might be made to smear my 
reputation before the Dies committee. 
I went to see Mr. Dies and told him that 
I had heard this report on what seemed 
to be good authority and asked that if 
any ·such attempt should be made I be 
given an oportunity to appear before 
the committee. Mr. Dies replied that 
nothing of the sort had been attempted 
and that if it was he would notify me 
and give me an opportunity to appear. 

Mr. SABATH. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield. 
Mr. SABATH. Did he give you such 

an opportunity? 
Mr. HAVENNER. I never received it. 
Mr. SABATH. The gentleman from 

Mississippi claims, and I presume he is 
Fight, that a great many American peo­
ple have the utmost confidence in the 
Dies committee. I may say to him they 
do because they have heard only from 
Dies and sometimes from his two man­
agers ana investigators whose names 
have been mentioned. In that way they 
have obtained a great deal of informa­
tion favorable to the committee. But 
the fact was not given to the American 

people that the gentleman from ·Cali­
fornia was smeared. There are hun­
dreds of other people of standing who 

·have been assailed and attacked and 
charged with being Communists when 
they were no more Communists than 
Mr. Dies or any member of the com­
mittee, or the gentleman from Cali- ­
fornia [Mr. HAVENNERJ; but they too did 
not have a chance to defend themselves 
and the people of America did not know 
how unfair the activities of Mr. Dies 
were. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. HA VENNER. I yield. 
Mr. VOORHIS of California. I asked 

the gentleman to yield because I under­
stood the gentleman from North Caro­
lina [Mr. FOLGER] asked a question a 
while ago ·when I was temporarily off the 
floor. I will be glad to answer it if he 
wants me to. Does the gentleman re­
member what the question was? 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gentle­
man from North Carolina for the pur­
pose of repeating the question. 

Mr. FOLGER. The question was 
whether the gentleman from California 
[Mr. VooRHIS] did not say that he never 
knew a thing in the world about this 
until it was published last fall. 

Mr. VOORHIS of California. That is 
true; that is what I did say and that is · 
the fact. 
Mr~ THOMAS of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 
Mr. HAVENNER. I yield. 
Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. I am 

sorry I did not hear the first part of the 
gentleman's statement. We have no 
way, of course, of telling who the mem- . 
bers of the new committee will be, but I 
should like to make this suggestion to 
the new committee: That they call in 
this witness and allow the gentleman 
from California [Mr. HAVENNER] to be 
there at the same time and give the gen­
tleman from California every considera­
tion it possibly can. I do not like that 
kind of article any more than the gen­
tleman does and I feel that the gentle­
man from Cali~ornia should be given 
every consideration and the opportunity 
of questioning the witness. 

Mr. HAVENNER. I thank the gentle­
man. I stated that it was my inten­
tion to appear before the committee and 
ask for that opportunity. 

Mr. McCORMACK. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? . 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gentle­
man from Massachusetts. 

Mr. McCORMACK. .In addition to 
what the gentleman from New Jersey 
said, if anything like that is done there 
&hould be an investigation of the ·con­
spiracy to smear a gentleman who was · 
~former Member of Congress and who is 
a Member of Congress today. The gen­
tleman from California is the one who 
happened to be in that position today, 
but it might have been any other Mem­
ber of this House. 

Without entering into a discussion of 
the investigation but · confining it to the 
gentleman's case and without in any 
way saying anything that might be con­
strued as critical of the hearing, the gen­
tleman has said that the testimony was 
false. The gentleman from California 

.. 
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is a Member of the · House. It might 
happen to any one of. us. If that testi­
mony was false it means that there was 
a conspiracy among certain individuals 
in California to smear the gentleman for 
no particular purpose. It seems to me 
to be a matter of interest to each and 
every Member of the House and I think, 
speaking as an indivi'dual, if anything is 
done that the committee should go fur­
ther and· if they do find falsehoods look 
into them. They will find falsehoods, 
for the gentleman has denied that the 
statements were true. They should in­
vestigate the· conspiracy because it con­
cerns every Member of this body. 

As far as the gentleman himself is con­
cerned, I have served with him, and I 
believe I speak the sentiments of every 
Member of this body. The gentleman 
may differ with me on this or that ques­
tion, or differ with some of us who serve 

. with him, but because we differ ·on pub­
lic questions does not mean that we are 
not good Americans; it means simply a 
difference in our individual conscience 
and our individual judgment as to the 
best interests of the country. We may 
disagree as to judgment, but every man 
here has a love of America and is· ac­
tuated by the same high patriotic mo­
tives as the gentleman from California 
who enjoys the confidence of every Mem­
·ber on each side of the aisle, as far as I 
know, who serves with him. I rise par­
ticularly to make this contribution be­
cause the gentleman from California 
[Mr. HAVENNER] enjoys our respect and 
confidence arid because we recognize 
that he is both honorable and trust­
worthy. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, will the gen­
tleman yield? 

Mr. HA VENNER. I yield to the gen­
tleman from Georgia. 

Mr. COX. It is my feeling that ·the 
entire membership of the House a·ccepts 
. as their view the utterances made by the 
ge1;1tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
McCoRMACK]. I do not believe there is 
a Member of the House who questions 
the accuracy of the gentleman's state­
ment and certainly no Member questions 

·his patriotism. 
Mr. HAVENNER. I thank the gentle­

man. 
Mr. HOFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, will the 

gentleman yield? 
Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­

. tleman from Michigan. 
Mr. HOFFMAN. Without in any way 

attempting to excuse that most repre­
hensible attack made on the gentleman, 
may I ask the gentleman from Massa­
chusetts, the majority leader, in view of 
what he said, if he will e~ther reintro­
duce or join me in attempting to put 
through the Rules Committee the reso­
lution offered more than 2% years ago 
which was designed to accomplish just 
what he is advocating, an investigation 
of the conspiracies which have been 
formed, not only in this· particular case 
but in dozens of other cases throughout 
the country, to destroy the confidence 
of the people in their Representatives? 

The SPEAKER. The time of the·gen­
tleman has expired. 

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Speaker, I a~k 
. unanimous consent that the gentleman 
may have 10 additional minutes. 

. ·The. SPEAKER. Does the gentleman 
from California desire to proceed fur­
ther? 

Mr. HAVENNER. Mr. Speaker, I 
would be glad to. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request ·of the gent]eman fr.om Mis­
sissippi? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HOOK. Mr. Speaker, will the 

gentleman yield? 
Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gentle­

man from Michigan. 
Mr. HOOK. I may say to the gentle­

man that I have list~ned very attentively 
to his speech and to the remarks made 
here today, and I may say that is the 
very reason I offered a resolution, which 
is Resolution No. 58, to repeal the amend­
ment to the rules creating a certain 
standing committee. I do not believe 
that the House of Repre.sentatives should 
be made a continuing investigating body 
investigating individuals or people who 
may not have the same views as other 
people. I believe that in a democratic 
government people should have the right 
of free speech, free press, and free re­
ligion without regard to race, creed, 
color, or ancestry. For that reason I 
would like to urge the Members of the 
House and the Rules Committee to give · 
consideration to that resolution and at 
least have hearings to determine whether 
or not we acted deliberately at the time 
we agreed to that rule. 

May I say further in closing that it is 
my understanding, at one time during the 
existence of the previous committee, 
there were 300, possibly more; names 
submitted to the F. B. I., and out of those 
names it is my understanding there were 
only 2 at which any criticism could be 
leveled. The rest of them were smeared. 
It is about time we stopped smearing 
people for their political beliefs. 

Mr:. R.ANKJN. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? . 

Mr. HAVENNER. I yield to the gen­
tleman from Mississippi. · 

Mr. RANKIN. Did not the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. HooK] Jnsert some 
letters in the RECORD here that were 
found to be forged? 

Mr. HOOK. You are tall{ing about a 
·conspiracy that was a real conspiracy. 
Does the gentleman know that David 
D. Mann, who was on the pay roll of the 
Dies committee at that time, was con­
-victed and sentenced to prison for from 
2 to 6 years for that? You talk about a 

. conspiracy. 
Mr. THOMAS of New Jersey. David 

Mann was never on the pay roll of the 
· Dies committee. ' 

Mr. HOOK. David Mann received pay 
from the Dies committee. 

Mr. RANKIN. The gentleman did not 
let me finish my question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman · will 
suspend. 

Mr. HA VENNER. Mr. Speaker, may 
I say to the gentleman from· Missis­
sippi--

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from 
California will su~pend also. The gen­
tleman from California has the floor 
and unless he yields to a Member and a 
Member interrupts, that Member is out 
of order in· trying to stop him. The 

· gentleman will proceed in order. 

Mr. HA VENNER. Mr. Speaker, I may 
say to the gentleman from Mississippi 
that I address'ed the House in this man­
ner today because I understood that 
under the rules of the House I ·could not 
rise to a question of personal privilege 
on this matter. I would have made a 
similar statement if this report had 

• emanated from any committee other 
than the Dies committee. I rose really 
on a question of personal privilege, 
although that was not in order under the 
rules of the House. 

Mr. RANKIN. I appreciate that fact, 
, and I may say to the gentleman from 
California that from my viewpoint he was 
entitled to rise under a question of per­
sonal privilege if this material had been , 
published while he was a Member. · 

As I said to the gentleman a mome11t 
ago, we all deplore this incident so far 
as he is concerned. But that is no rea­
son for the enemies of the Dies com­
mittee destroying it. They do not stand 
a chance to destroy it. It reminds me of 
a man who had his wife and children in 
a boat crossing the lake, when a little 
snake dropped into the boat; instead of 
taking his paddle and killing it or throw­
ing it out, he-excitedly took up his gun 
and shot the bottom out of the boat. 

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
HooK] does not stand any more chance 
of repealing the rule setting up this com­
mittee than Gov. Bob ·Taylor's pro­
verbial gutta-percha dog did to catch 
the asbestos cat in hades. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. TN3ER. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan­
'imous cansent to extend my remarks in 
the RECORD and include a letter received 
from a soldier. 

The SPEAKER. Is there object~on to 
the request of the gentleman from New 
York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MICHENER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous' consent to ~xtend my re­
marks in the RECORD and include an edi­
torial. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
·the request of the gentleman from Mich­
igan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan­

imous consent to extend my remarks ~ 
the RECORD and include an editorial ?.lb­
lished in the San Francisco Call-Bulletin 
on Future Deiense Roads. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the ·gentleman from Cali­
fornia? 

There was no objection . . 
Mr. HOOK. Mr. Speaker , I ask unani­

mous consent to extend my remarks in 
the RECORD in two instances; in one to 
include a newspaper article, and in the 
other ~o include a statement I made in 
regard to a bill that· I introduced today. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Mich-
igan? · 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER. Under a previous or­

der of the House, the gentleman from 
North Dalwta [Mr. ROBERTSON] is rec­

. ognized for 10 minutes. 
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ARE WE SCRAPPING THE TYDINGS 

AMENDMENT? 

Mr. ROBERTSON of ~orth Dakota. 
Mr. Speaker, the Honorable James F. 
Byrnes, Director of War Mobilization and 
Reconversion, has directed a letter to 
Gen. Lewis B. Hershey, Director of 
Selective Service, asking that he re- · .. 
examine all deferred farm workers. 

It is my pleasure to represent in- this 
House, one of the most purely farm 
States of this Union-North Dakota. As 

, a Member of the Seventy-seventh Con­
gress, I had occasion to request General 
Hershey on numerous occasions to ana­
lyze the effectiveness of the selective­
service law upon the food-producing sec­
tions of the Nation. ' At that time, tre­
mendous inroads were being made upon 
the farm population. You will remem­
ber that farmers and their sons were not 
then regarded as essential to the war 
effort. In my visits to North Dakota 
during that period, I discovered alarm­
ing situations. The selective service had 
taken the boys from the farms, leaving 
the fathers, who were 65 years of age or 
older, in charge of these extensive farm­
ing operations and large dairy herds. 
Everywhere I went I was faced with sale 
. bills where important dairy herds were 
being thrown on the market and where 
farmers were liquidating their farming 

· operations, unable to carry on without 
t:tleir boys. 

I appealed to General Hershey ·to re­
view "this situation. I was not alone in 
this effort, of course. The records show 
that in due tiil.le food came to be regarded 
as a very essential thing, and accord­
ingly farmers were placed in the cate­
gory of essential industries. This oc­
curred through the Tydings amendment. 

And now, at this time, I feel it my 
duty to present the case of my State of 
North Dakota in regard to the drafting 
of boys from our farms. In doing so, 
I present, I believe the case of the farm· 
situation of the whole country. It is 
true, that favQr in deferment has been 
granted to farm boys, just as favor has 
been granted to scientific minds in in­
dustry and the many phases of labor in 

- industry. And I can readily understand 
that when our Nation stands on the 
brink of danger, those who have to do 
with the conduct of war see only war 
itself. That is humanly natural. I can· 
readily see that in their ·Search for more 
men, when they refer to their records 
and see the de.ferment of farm boys to 
the amount of 364,000 between the ages 
of 18 and 25, trained as they are to hard 
work, it offers a field for them. They 
would make an excellent source of supply 
for the armed forces. 

But, Mr. Speaker, let me remind you 
that the growing of food is just as es­
sential as any part of our war effort. 
In most cases, these boys deferred for 
farm labor cannot be replaced on these 
farms. Older men, reared in urban life, 
do not seek farm work, however pa­
triotic they · may tie. Huge farms, 
stretching across the prairies, endless in 
appearance, seem to reach the horizon. 
These farms can be cared for only by 
mechanized methods. True, fewer men 
are required on these mechanized farms, 
but we have already reached that mini­
mum of men. Machinery on these 

farms requi-res trained minds. Costly 
machinery used in farming as an indus­
try cannot be run by rail splitters. 

l\4r. JENNINGS. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota .• 
I yield to the gentleman from Te!m~ssee. 

Mr. JENNINGS. The gen:tleman is 
discussing a timely subject. Recently 
when I was home I called on a farmer 
who owns and operates a 400-acre farm. 
He is a big cattle grower. He is now 75 
years of age. He is unable to work. His 
wife showed me on the wall of his living 
room photographs of three 200-pound 
east Tennesseans, every one of whom is 
in the armed services and everyone of 
whom has been in combat. 

That man told me it would be impossi­
ble this year for him to operate his farm 
and produce food to carry on his cattle 
operations. I know it to be a fact that 
all over east Tennessee and all over the 
State, for that matter, farms have been 
stripped of their manpower through the 
operation of the selective-service law 
and through the fact that there are war 
industries there that are paying labor all 
the way from $8 to $15 per day. The 
people are faced with a fact. The men 
who are stripping the farms of man­
power do not know what they are doing. 
They ·are never consistent. They start 
out to do a thing one day and get every­
body all excited, and then the next day 
they reverse themselves and head in the 
other direction. It is time for some 
sanity and common sense to be used in 
the administration of that law. We can­
not fight unless we eat. Any army travels 
on its belly, and the pe6ple in industry 
and other lines of endeavor in this coun­
try· must have something to eat. 

Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota. 
I thank the distinguished gentleman for 
his contribution. 

All phases of farm life in this Nation 
have made great forward steps in the 
dairy industry. My State is no excep­
tion to the rule. This also requires 
trained minds and experienced hands. 
We cannot-reduce further these trained 
men on the farms of our country. 

Quoting Mr. John Brandt, president 
of the National Cooperative Milk Pro­
ducers Federation, he speaks as follows: 

A full scale drafting of workers ' in the 18 
to 25 age class from dairy farms would cut 
1945 milk production by as much as 5,000,-
000,000 pounds. 

Mr. Speaker, I have scarcely met a boy 
who has been deferred for farm work 
who does .not in some degree resent it. 
He feels he, too, should be shouldering a 
gun, flying a plane, or taking some place 
in the armed service of his country. 
There is less glamor in running a trac­
tor, or a milking machine, or doing many 
other things necessary in the production 
of foodstuffs than in flying a bomber or 
parachuting over enemy terrain. He 
feels that in his part of the fight here 
he will be deprived of the honor and 
glory that will be awarded to his city 
friends, and yet he is engaged in a very 
noble part of the war effort. 

Let us not forget, Mr. Speaker, our 
Nation's part as one of the great Allies 
of this World War. Let us not forget 
that food is a very vital weapon in the 

hands of this administration in its poli­
cies and dealings with the liberated 
countries. As each country is liberated 
by the Allied forces, it becomes the prob­
lem of the United States to feed those 
people, and great as has been our part 
and great as our part is today in the 
actual fighting on the five fronts of this 
war, of no less importance is our con­
tribution of food to those people whom 
we liberate. And not to them alone, but 
also to Russia, to England, and now to 
Italy and France. Regardless of the 
marvelous contributions to the war 
which this country has made, I say that 
without our part in the production of 
food alone, this war would already have 
been lost. Handicapped enormously by 
lack of men and of machinery, our farm­
ers have made heroic effort and amazing 
contributions to this phase of the war. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. H. CARL ANDERSEN. ·Mr. Speak­
er, I ask unanimous consent that the gen­
tleman be permitted to proceed for an 
additional 5 minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Minnesota? 

There was no objection . 
Mr. H. CARL ANDERSEN. Will the 

gentleman yield? 
Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota. I 

yield to the gentleman from Minnesota. 
Mr. H. CARL ANDERSEN. It is my 

understanding that the gentleman from 
North Dakota is making his appeal not 
as ·a matter of trying to· get the farm 
boys deferred for themselves, which is 
something that the farm boys do not 
want, but because of the lack of the pro-. 
duction of food and the lack of food 
which will undoubtedly stare us in the 
face very shortly and become acute if the 
present policies are adhered to. 

Mr." ROBERTSON of North Dakota. 
The gentleman from Minnesota is cor­
rect. .I think in the concluding part of 
my remarks I cover that. 

Mr. H. CARL ANDERSEN. May I 
compliment the gentleman from North 
Dakota for basing his argument entirely 
upon the production of food without any 
regard whatsoever to the ·matter of try­
ing to get the farm boys out of the draft, 
which none of us want to do. 

Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota. I 
thank the gentleman from Minnesota. 

I recognize 'how difficult is the task of 
those men concerned with the organiza­
tion of humanity in this great war ef­
fort, and I have no disposition to raise 
my voice against them as they go forth 
to do their work. But I do feel it my 

·serious duty to present to the Congress 
this side of the picture, with which I am 
particularly familiar. We must not, in 
·our effort to bring about an early peace, 
lose sight of this very vital phase of war 
work. With few exceptions, these 
364,000 farm boys want to go into the 
armed forces, but it just cannot be done. 
We in the United States are beginning to 
feel the pinch for the first time in the 
life of this generation on the question of 
food within our own country, and yet 
not one of us would hesitate to make 
every sacrifice necessary; but sacrifice is 
not the problem, production is the prob­
lem.-
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Th~ President told us in his speech on 

the state of the Nation that the prob­
lem of the liberated countries would be 
great. No problem there will be greater 
than the one of supplying food. Now, as 
we wage war on five different fronts, 
more and more of everything is required, 
particularly of food products. Short­
ages begin to appear because all com­
modities, whether it be food, cigarettes, 
tanks, or any other phase of war mate­
rial, are pouring out through five differ­
ent pipe lines-pipe lines thousands · of 
miles in length that must be kept 
crammed full from one end to the other, 
from the place where they start until 
they discharge their cargo. 

As a representative from the great 
farm State of North Dakota, I have this 
to say to thi.s Congress, and I say it with 
deep conviction and an intimate knowl­
edge of the facts: There may be some 
sections of this country where a surplus 
of farm labur exists, but in our coun­
try-a land of great, limitless prairies­
we have long· ago scraped the bottom of 
our manpowar barrel. I say we have 
reached the point of diminishing returns. 
I am not he~re addressing the Congress 
for the purpnse of holding in my State 
these young men to shield them from 
danger or ~~crifice. Doing so would be 
-an insult to them. I have but one ambi­
tion, and tJ.1at is to present to our lead-

. ers in my teeble manner the important 
side of thJs question, particularly as they 
look to my State for help. There is e-very 
reason t.llere will be a continuation of 
the war for some time to come. Should 
this be true, even the drafting of 364,000 
farm youth would not be su:mcient to end 
the war. Remember, the longer the war 
goes on the greater will become the de­
mand for farm products, because it is 
the policy of this administration pri­
marily so, perhaps, to use money and 
food in our diplomatic relations with our 
allies and with the other countries of 
the globe. · 

Mr. JENNINGS. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota. 
I yield. 

Mr. JENNINGS. In that connection 
this is total war, and the man between 
the plow handles, the man producing 
foodstuffs, is just as much a member of 
our armed forces as if he had a uniform 
on and a gun in his hand. The man at 
the lathe, the man in the shop, the man 
in the mines, and the man in the factory 
building the implements of war is pro­
jecting himself and his muscle and skill 
to the battle front. What we mean, I 
think, and what I believe you have in 
mind and we all have in mind, is to so 
coordinate all the efforts of our people 
so that there will not be a lag in any 
particular. We must have food. We 
must keep the Army g·oing. I know of 
another incident in my district. I had 
a, letter the other day from a father and 
mother who have four boys in the armed 
services and a fifth boy about to go in. 
They own a 200-acre farm. Two of their 
boys have been killed in action, one in 
July and one in August. They made the 
appeal that one of the boys in the armed 
services be permitted to come back home. 
V/ ell, the exigencies are such that the 
request was turned down. Those t~ings 

not only have a heart appeal but they 
adjust themselves and should adjust 
themselves to the sound judgment and 
discretion of the men in authority so 
that a case like that might not become 
a tragedy, not only because of the ex­
treme hardship but because of the 
tragedy of these two old people who are 
physically unable to operate their farm, 
who must sit there in the shadows in 
their great grief, ·.having lost two boys 
and having two others in the service and 
with the fifth boy about to go. It does 
look as if something might be done not 
only to enable them to operate their farm 
which is the source of their livelihood, 
but something might be done which 
would in some measure assuage their 
great grief and atone in some way for 
the great sacrifices they have made on 
behalf of their country. 

Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota. 
I I thank the ge,ntleman again for the fine 

contribution, Mr. Speaker. 
Since this is our policy, may I suggest 

that we most carefully review every 
phase of the situation before, in fever 
heat, we move out and draft from the 
farms these essential young men who are 
today engaged in a life. of hard work and 
drudgery, with no pay for overtime, no 
40-hour week, no further reward-noth­
ing but hard work from sunrise to sun­
set, doing their part nobly and patrioti­
cally in every sense of the word. Can we 
afford to destroy this all-important pro-

. ductive capacity of one of the most essen· 
tial elements in all warfare? 

The SPEAKER. Under the previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. HoFFMAN] is recognized 
for 15 minutes. 
ABSURDITIES IN PROPOSALS TO DRAFT 

LABOR AND NURSES 

Mr. HOFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to revise and extend 
my remarks and to proceed for 10 addi­
tional minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Mich­
igan~ 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HOFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, every 

patriotic citizen familiar with the facts 
concedes tbe necessity for increased pro­
duction fot war, for more and better care 
for war's c.asualties, but thinking citizens, 
desirous of reestablishing and maintain­
ing the f(four freedoms," constitutional 
governmtmt here at home, see no neces­
sity--on the contrary, great danger if 
we follow blindly the administration's 
proposal-to draft the IV-F's, nurses, 
and farm workers. 

If we accept, as we do, Churchill's 
statement tb.at, from a military and eco· 
nomic -standpoint, we are the most 
powerful Nation In the world, and at the 
same time remember that we attained 
and now hold that position under and 
because of our constitutional form of 
government, even the least unobserving 
and thoughtful should see the folly of 
exchanging the best for something less 
e:mcient, mQre restrictive of the oppor• 
tunity for freedom and prosperity. 

The admin1strat1on's policy of forcing 
everyone under Federal control, making 
everyone and everything subject to a~ .. 

ministrative orders and directives, leads 
to but one end-a dictatorship. 

Nor can it be said that the United 
States is not doing its part; b~aring its 
share of the burden of this war. It is 
matter of common knowledge that once 
again we came to the aid of the British 
Empire when it was in dire straits; that 
the materials of war furnished Russia 
enabled her to make her drive against 
Germany; saved her from the German 
invasion. 

The food, the clothing, the merchan­
dise furnished by us have gone a long, 
long way toward preventing civil war 
in Italy and Greece .. 

We now have 12,000,000 young Amert­
cans in the service; the battle lines in 
Belgium, France, and Italy are held 
largely by American troops; the esti­
mate being that from 60 to 80 percent of 
the men on the fighting front are Amer• 
icans. 

It is time, yes, long past time, that 
there should be some definite guaran­
tee'd agreement as to the obJectives of 
our allies, as to the part which America 
is expected to take, not only in the war 
but after the war is over. 

If, as was stated in the Senate yester­
day by Republican Members of that body, 
American youth is to be drafted to police 
Europe and that without the consent or 
action of Congress, but at the will of 
the President, in all fairness the Ameri­
can people should know the form of 
government which is to be imposed upon 
the conquered countries, or whether the 
people of those countries are to be per• 
mitted to choose their own form of gov· 
ernment. 

Without in any \vay criticizing our 
allies, it may be said it apparently is now 
true that in certain sections of Europe 
we must, to use a common expression, 
clear through Stalin; in other sections 
clear through Clfurchill. 

There is no reason why here at home 
we should forsake our constitutional 
methods and procedure, clear through 
Sidney Hillman. It is long past time 
when someone should arise in this coun­
try, speak for America, act in the interest 
of America. 

The American people went into this 
war reluctantly. Some thought that it 
was necessary for the preservation of 
our own national existence; the over­
whelming majority did not believe that 
but have supported the war because 
they thought we were to carry the "four 
freedoms" to downtrodden people 
throughout the world. 

Those whose sons, brothers, and hus­
bands are dying because of this war have 
the right to know whether we are fight­
ing to preserve and extend the British 
Empire; whether we are fighting to make 
Russia's claims good; whether we are 
fighting to aid the submerged millions .of 
the world. They have the right to know 
whether in another generation or two we 
are to be called to again fight, not Ger­
many, if the plan to hold her people in 
subjugation succeeds, but whether in Eu­
rope another nation will threaten the 
British Empire, civilization, or democ· 
racy, and if it does, whether we will be 
called to carry the burden of that war. 
Whether that menace will be met on the 
centuries-old battlefields of Europe or 
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whether we ·will stay out; make our­
selves so strong here at home from an 
economic and military standpoint that 
any nation will hesitate to attack us; 
that if it does it will meet defeat before 
it invades our shores. 

The above information should be 
given us before we accept the adminis­
tration's plan to draft men and women 
for civilian service; for industrial work; 
before we adopt universal conscription. 

If the war lords of -Europe are fighting 
to but extend and make secure their na­
tional interest, there is every reason why 
America should not exhaust herself in 
efforts to aid them. We should conserve 
and increase our strength, provide for 
our own impregnable defense. 
. Experience has now demonstrated 
that n_either Hitler's, &talin's, nor 
Churchill's form of government, to say 
nothing of Italy and France, can lead us 
further nor for that matter as far, along 
the road to happiness, prosperity, and 
security, as · have our own methods. 

When New Zealand, Australia, South 
Africa, and Canada, all integral parts 
of the British Empire, which exists today 
only because we came to its rescue, re­
fused to conscript ·their men to serve the 
Empire and her needs beyond the con­
fines of their home lands, there would 
seem little reason why America should 
conscript her men, her women, and then 
put them, while engaged in civilian ac­
tivities, under the control of the Federal 
Government-of a dictator. 

This war has demonstrated the. pa­
triotism of our people, their willingness 
to fight-to fight not only for their own 
country, their own institutions, but to 
sacrifice their lives for others, for other 
nations-nations which are interested 
not in establishing the Four Freedoms 
throughout the world, but in extending 
their ·spheres of influence, their own ma­
terial well-being. 

That being true, let this Congress in­
sist that this administration, which de­
mands so much power, which has to this 
date exercised powers never granted it 
in favor of special groups in return for 
political support, from this time on put 
into effect that principal expressed in 
the legend ·carried over the entrance of 
the Supreme Court here in Washington, 
''Equal justice under law." 

Only last Monday, 4 days ago, one of 
the Justices of the United States Su- · 
preme Court, who concurred in over­
ruling an opinion of the Supreme Court 
of the State of Texas, which upheld an . 
act requiring those soliciting member-

' ship in unions to register with the State, 
, frankly stated, in substance, that the 
1 United States Supreme Court was ex-
1 tending to-the representatives of labor 

1 
unions the exercise of a right denied to 

, employers. That decisio~ went a long 
. way · on the road to establish a double 
:standard in the administration of the 
I law. That decision denied to employers 
"EqUal justice under law." 

The administration's proposal to draft 
the IV-F's into military service, put theni 

1

1 

into work battalions, or force them to 
work in industry, without at the same 
time freeing them ·from the adminis-

1 tr~tion's policy and orders which would 
compel them to join a union, be and re­

. main a member of a union, pay an initia-

tion fee and such monthly dues and spe­
cial assessments as the politically-

. minded bosses of some of the unions 
might impose, analyzed and plainly 
stated, partakes of the nature of a con­
spiracy to compel American citizens to 
contribute to a campaign fund, become 
members of an organization which is un­
der political allegiance to the admin­
istration. 

PRESIDENT DOES NOT KEEP HIS PROMISE 

As has all too often happened, the 
President has not ·kept faith with the 
workers or the employers. ;rt was on the 
13th of November 1941, that Franklin D. 
Roosevelt told the American people that: 

The Government of the United States will 
not order, nor will Congress pass legislation 
orderi~g, a so-called closed shop. 

At that time there was a strike on, and 
talking face to face with John L. Lewis, 
who was speaking for t~e United Mine 
Workers, Mr. Roosevelt said: . 

The Government will never compel this (re­
maining) 5 percent to join the union by a 
Government decree. That would be too much 
like the Hitler methods toward labor. 

Nevertheless, in recent · months and 
since Pearl Harbor, the President, 
through his executive agencies, has time 
and time again compelled nonunion men 
to join a union, a procedure which he 
himself said "would be too much like the 
Hitler methods toward labor." 

When the President learns that hon­
esty is the best policy, when he considers 
his wo:rds before making a promise, then 
keeps that promise, or, if that be impos­
sible, frankly admits the necessity for a 
change, the American people will have 

' more faith in him, in his administration. 
They will be more united in their efforts. 

This administration, through executive 
agencies, in peacetime and now in war­
time, has acted as an organizing agent, 
as a recruiting agency for the organiza­
tions of would-be political bosses. 

The National Labor Relations Board 
earlier in its existence and the_ present 
War Labor Board now deliberately has 
followed a course and issued orders, the 
logical result. of which has been to enable 
uriions, without legal authority, to levy 
and collect taxes from workers who de­
sired to do their utmost in aid of an in­
creased war production. 

At the moment, when the President is 
telling th"e people that hundreds of thou­
sands of additional young men must be 
sent to the battle front, that there is need 
for billions of dollars of tax money, to be 
spent to carry on the Government and 
the war effort-some eighty-three bil­
lion-he is employing the Army to seize, 
take over, and operate the retail stores of 
Montgomery Ward & Co. · 

Instead of devoting undivided effort to 
the war, where on the western German 
front our men are suffering, fighting, and 
dying in snow, in freezing mud, he is 
keeping one eye on the politi~al front 
here at home and following a course 
which will increase the political power 
and prestige of those who claim that to 
their efforts he owes his reelection. 

The administration's excuse-..:.it is no 
reason:..._for the seizure of Ward's retail 
stores was that certain Ward employees 
who are members of the C. I. 0. were on 

strike and that unless their demands 
·were granted by Ward the strike would 
continue and sympathetic strikes would 
be called by other C. I. 0. u~ions in De­
troit and elsewhere,. which would ad­
versely affect war- production. 

It was therefore necessary, said the 
administration, in order to prevent 
strikes in war industries, which would 
slow up production, to seize Ward's retail 
stores and grant the demands of the 
C. I. 0. union which had members in 
those stores. 

Just read that again. 
The same. reasoning would require the 

policeman ·who came upon a hold-up 
man and his victim to force the victim 
to submit because the robber had pals 
throughout the city and unless the victim 
did submit the pals would start holding 
up other good citizens. 

Even though other· C. I. 0. unions in 
Ford's, in General Motors, in industrial 
plants throughout the Detroit area had· 
no grievances, if the demands of their 

. affiliate in Ward's were not granted, a 
hundred or more C. I. 0. unions, with 
hundreds of thousands of employees en­
gaged in essential war work, would 
go out on strike-take part in picket­
ing Ward's retail stores-so it was 
threatened. 

The proposition needs but to be stated 
to show its absurdity. The administra­
tion's course does establish one thing, · 
and that is its complete domination, in 
this- instance, by the C. I. 0. political 
leadership. · 

WHY DRAFT MEN TO COLLECT UNION DUES? . 

Perhaps you remember that one of the 
first demands made by the union labor 
leaders when the Army seized and began 
to operate Ward's retail stores was that 
the Army compel Ward's employees to 
pay the dues which for 13 successive 
months employees of Ward's, exercising 
their rights under the Constitution, 
refused to· pay into the union treasury. 

The President is using the Army as a 
collecting agency for his political ally, 
the C. I. 0. That is a fact, and no 
volume of abuse, no multitude of words 
used in name calling, no lying charges 
that ·criticism indicates a lack of patriot­
ism will change the fact. 

While men are needed in Europe and 
in the Pacific, while men are needed in 
factories, mines, and mills to send an 
ever-increasing volume of supplies to the 
armed forces, the President, to aid the 
C. I. 0. in obtaining dominion over em­
ployees of Ward's, in a civil retail busi­
ness, ordered the Army to take posses­
sion, follow a course which will ulti­
mately compel them to join a union, pay 
tribute to that union. 

Unions have no legal right to levy and 
collect taxes, but . the policy followed by 
the administration has given them that 
power. 

FARM LABOR 

The administration has determine<t 
that it is our policy not only to feed, 
clothe, furnish fuel and shelter, for the 
people of the liberated countries, but that 
we are to supply the needy in other lands. 
with much of their food and clothing, 
and that we are to rebuild-rehabili-. 
tate it is termed-the towns, cities, and 
countries, whi~h have .suffered from 
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Germany''> power and cruelty. That be.; 
ing true,- and the administration having 
also adopted the policy of sending abroad 
quantities of farm machinery, a policy 
of drafting farm boys for worlc in indus­
trial plants just does not make sense. 

The administration has also adopted 
a policy of paying high wages to indus­
trial workers, furnishing many of them 
housing, granting them special· privi­
leges. That policy has brought the farm­
er into competition with a Governme·nt­
subsidized industry, which pays a wage 
from two to eight times as great as that 
which it is possible for the farmer to pay 
·and make both ends meet. 

Not only do we ship abroad farm ma­
chinery badly needed here at home, but 
the farmer is put in direct competition 
with the high-paid factory ·workers, a 
-portion of whose wage is met by pay­
ments on Government contracts. 

If the farm boys are to be drafted and 
be sent abroad, will. farm production 
meet our needs? Will the clerks who are 
drafted from the stores, those who are 
taken from factories becau·se they will 
not work, be sent to the farms? 

Vlill those drafted and put upon farms 
have the knowledge requisite to· perform 
the task assigned them? Will they work 
more than the 35 or the 40 hours a week 
which has been their practice, without 
being paid for overtime? Vvhat of the 
union man sent to a farm and who finds 
that cows must be-milked two or three 
times a day; that they must 'be milked 
on Saturday and Sunday, as well as on 
Friday and Monday? Or does the ad­
ministration contemplate for farm work 
a swing shift? . 

If the individual or the co-op which 
operates a dairy, a cheese factory, a 
.creamery, any sort of -'an industry proc­
essing farm products, refuses to sign a 
:union contract with a security-of-mem­
.bership clause, or to pay the wage de­
manded by the union which happens to 
be the collective-bargaining agent, will 
the Government send in an Army officer 
to operate the dairy, or the cheese fac­
tory, as it did to operate the retail busi­
ness at V/ard's? And, if the business did 
not make enough money to pay the wage 
nxed by the Government, will they make 
an appropriation from the Treasury to 
meet the deficiency? 

We should take a look at the possibili­
ties, the probabilities, which may r-row 
out of the rules, regulations, interpreta­
tions, which will be put out by an execu­
tive agency attempting to produce food 
by farming. Fair and equal considera­
tion of every citizen will get the Govern­
ment more and quicker production than 
any granting. of special favors to pres­
sure groups. 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS FOR THE SOLDIERS-PART 

TIME FOR US 

Tu me, in wartime, limited hours of 
work, or paying additional compensation 
for hours worked over a certain number 
does not make sense. I can see no rea­
son for discrimination between the task 
imposed upon men drafted into the 
armed service and upon those who re­
main at home. It is the young men, 
many of whom have not yet reached the 
voting age, many of v111om have never 
had an opportunity to enjoy the good 

things of. this life, who. are conscripted 
and sent to the battle front. They give 
all of their time, perhaps their ·lives, to 
the service of their country, while her~ 
at home we bicker, we quarrel, and we 
fight over how many hours we are to 

· work, over what we are to be paid. Many 
of us shirk, spend more for luxuries, as. 
well as for necessities, and still we com­
plain and gripe: 

From more than one industry we re­
c~ive information that production has 
not reached the limit. To me, as to 
others, have come specific instances of 
the slow-down, sometimes because of 
union demands, 'sometimes bzcause the 
industrialists for one reason or another 
held down production. . . 

Recently there came to my office a 
manufacturer, the ownerof a compara­
tively small plant who had taken subcon­
tracts for the manufacture of a small 
casting. He had estimated the cost of 
production, calculated the number of 
units which could be made per day. He 
discovered after the contract was taken 
that a large plant had been and was 
making but half the number per day 
which he figured he could produce. He 
and his production men were frightened 
but they had the contract so they went 
ahead, andthey learned that they could 
manufacture not twice but -more than 
three times the number of units per day 
produced by the larger plant. ·The dif­
ference in production, according to his 
statement, did not grow out of greater 
skill, better machinery, but was the re­
sult of the efforts of the workers in his 
plant, most of whom came from farms 
or small towns and had no union boss. 

In the larger plant it was not the fault 
of- the men on the job that production 

· was at a minimum, it was the fault of 
certain union politicians who believed in 
the doctrine of scarcity. . 

Befc.re men who are needed at home, 
who have been rejected by the armed 
forces, are drafted, we should mal::e cer­
tain that neither Sidney Hillman, nor 
any of those who think as he does, or have 
in mind the same purpose, should have 
any control over, should in any way de­
termine .the policy under which they 
are to serve or work. 

If IV-F's are put into factories, work 
beside union men, discrimination in 
wages or .hours will never be acceptable 
to them, and it is more than probable 
that they will no more than reach their 
jobs than Sidney will make his demand 
that they come under union jurisdiction. 

If you think that idea is absurd, just 
remember that-when the Navy was man­
ufacturing planes at Brewster a union 
under Tom De Lorenzo· gave orders to 
men who had taken an oath of allegiance 
to our country. · 

When the administration adopts a pol­
icy of "Equal justice under law"; when 
it ceases its drive to make citizens sub­
ject to the orders of its political allies; to 
come under the control in their daily 
lives of administrative agencies; then it 
will be on the road toward national unit'Y 
and an all-out effort. 

The orders of the 0. P. A. have, time 
and again, in the midst of an abundance, 
established a scarcity. Because of 0. P. 
A. defiance of nature's laws, of the law 
of supply and demand, of its assumption 

that a small group of . men are all-w!se, 
we have had a shortage of butter; of 
meat; an overabundance -of eggs; a 
shortage of poultry; first a shortage of 
potatoes and then potatoes rotting by 
the carload on city dumps; r::~.tioned 
cheese, cheese spoiling in warehouses; a 
shortage of gasoline; of tires; of farm 
implements-of this, that, and the other. 
In my judgment, all due to the fact that 
no group of men, however wise, however 
industrious; however efficient, can oblit-' 
erate human greed and selfishness, the 
desire to profit; suspend the operations 
of nature's laws. 

The 0. P. A. has in common parlance 
bit off more than. it can chew. 

Now if the administration drafts 
nurses, drafts labor, it will find itself in 
a more serious and dangerous situation 
with more of waste, confusion, and in­
efficiency in production than has been 
created by the 0. P. A. 

I have not the slightest objection to 
compelling everyone to do his part, either 
by way of contributions of money;or la­
bor to the war effort, but I do object to 
making nurses, farm workers, the rv-F's 
or anyone else subject, through admin­
istrative orders, to a policy or a program 
conceived by, put into effect by Sidney . 
Hillman or any other left-winger or 
Communist. · 

When -the President asserts his inde-
. pendence of the corrupt city machines; 
vvhen he frees himself of the influences 
of those who do not believe in the Amer­
ican system of government, he will find 
the people more than willing to bring 
about some of his objectives. 

As long ago as January of 1943 bills 
were introduced by me which would have 
put those who refused to work in sup­
port of the war effort, regardless of their 
phy.sical condition, or their age, into the 
military service; to be assigned by that 
service to whatever position it might be 
determined they could best perform. But 
with that bill there was another bill 
which, if adopted, would have made it 
impossible for any oflbial of the Gov­
ernment, any union, or member of a 
unign, te demand as a condition prece­
dent, to the exercising of the right to 
work in industry, the payment of t~·ib-
ute. · 

Vvhat this Government needs at the 
moment is a return. to the principle · of 
equalitY-Qf equal justice-an end to 
special favors; and to the attempt to 
overturn our system of government and 
establish some form of communism, 
socialism, fascism, or dictatorship. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. BECKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to extend my re­
marks in the RECORD in two instances and 
include two letters. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PATMAN. · Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent to extend my own re ... 
marks in the Appendix of the RECORD on 
two subjects and to include therein cer­
tain statements and excerpts. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Texas? 

There was no otjection. 
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The SPEAKER. Under the previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. PATMAN] is recognized for 30 
minutes. 
CANCELATION OF FOOD RATION POINTS 

Mr. PATMAN. Mr. Speaker, I as~ 
unanimous consent to revise and extend 
the remarks I am about to make and in­
clude therein certain statements and ex .. 
cerpts. 

The SPEAKER. Is ·there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Texas? 

There was no objection. 
SERIOUS CHARGE AGAINST 0. P. A. ANSWERED 

Mr. PATMAN. Mr. Speaker, a few 
days ago a statement was made to the 
press by the distinguished gentleman 
from Minnesota [Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRE· 
SEN]. I expect to comment on that state­
ment today. I called the gentleman from 
Minnesota [Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN] 
over the telephone and told him that I 
did expect to comment on it and hoped 
he would be here. His statement of 
course outlines a state of facts which we 
regret very much were necessary. The 
gentleman from Minnesota in his state­
ment says: 

0. P. A. SWINDLES AMERICAN CONSUMERS 
(By Representative AUGUST H. ANDRESEN, Of 

Minnesota) 
Millions of ·thrifty American housewives 

have been swindled out of rationed food sup­
plies when Economic Stabilizer Vinson and 
0 . P. A. Director Bowles conspired to issue 
the new ration order which canceled unused 
red and blue stamps. 

I am satisfied that the War Food Admin­
istration, which is in charge of food supplies, 
was bypassed and not consulted, when the 
0. P. A. fixed up this Christmas present for 
the American peopl~. especially when we con­
sider the latest report from the Department 
of Agriculture which states: "This year ( 1944) 
total production of food was the highest in 
history." We now have the largest cattle, 

. poultry, and grain supplies in our history, 
and if the Administration will let nature take 
1ts course, we will have an abundance. of 
hogs and other food commodities in 1945. 

I want the men and women in the armed 
forces to have an abundance of the best 
American food. But I hate to see my Gov­
ernment deliberately cheat patriotic Ameri­
cans who are doing everything possible to 
help win· the war and back their boys on the 
fighting fronts. We need more honesty on 
the part of our officials in their dealings 
with the people. · 

That was a rather strong st~tement to 
say that officials were not honest with 
the people and to say Mr. Bowles and 
Judge Vinson conspired to swindle the 
people. 

The gentleman from Minnesota fur­
ther states: 

I ani not in the habit of saying, "I told 
you so,'' but on May 5, 1944, I made a speech 
~n the House on Politics in Rationing in 
which I predicted: "I am convinced that 
should the New Deal elect its fourth term 
candidate on November 7, the 0. P. A. will 
shortly thereafter, reinstate and make more 
drastic all rationing policies to further regi­
ment and socialize the economy of our 
country." My prophecy has now become a 
reality. 

It is reprehensible for those in charge of 
<lUr Government to continue de~e.iving tlle 
·people, and for initiating vital economic 

• policies for political purposes. We want the 
:truth about the war and a lso in regard to 

policies governing our lives and domestic 
economy. 

In the first place the statement of the 
gentleman from ·Minnesota is incorrect 
in the second paragraph ·because there 
were discussions between the War Food · 
Administration, 0. P. A. and the Eco­
nomic Stabilizer before that order went 
into effect. 

Paragraph 2 also is incorrect in its 
implication that there are no food 
shortages. 

There will be no over-all shortage of 
foods, but certain rationed foods will be 
very short. Here is the expectation: 

Sugar: 10 percent under 1944 supplies. 
Meat: First quarter in 1945, less by 10 

to 15 percent than same quarter in 1944. 
Butter: Less than in 1944. 
Canned vegetables: Supply on hand 

December 1, 1944, for civilians, 56 percent 
less than December 1, 1943. Both had to 
last until new crop was canned. 

In paragraphs 4 and 5 it is implied 
that politics guided 0 . . P. A.'s actions. 
BOWLES CHOSE COURSE THAT LED TO CRITICISM 1 

If ever action taken by the head of a 
Government agency •was not guided by 
political considerations, ·it was this ac• 
tion of Chester Bowles in canceling out­
standing ration stamps. He knew he 
would be criticized bitterly by many 
persons, like the gentleman from Minne-­
sota, if he canceled the stamps. He 
knew if he did not do so that there would 
not be fair distribution of scarce foods 
in 1945; but that probably few persons 
would know things could be better. But, 
he deliberately chose the course that led 
to criticism because it was the. only way 
to distribute fairly short supplies of foods 
in 1945. 

Many of the heads of outstanding · 
women's organizations of the country en­
dorsed 0. P. A.'s stand in restoring ra­
tioning to meats and processed foods 
and canceling stamps to make the action 
effective. No woman's organization to 
my knowledge has criticized 0. P. A.'s 
action, although individual women have 
done so. 

Here are women's organizations en­
dorsing 0. P. A.'s stand: 

American Association of University 
Women. · 

League of Women Shoppers. 
·National Consumers' League. 
National Council of Jewish Women. 
C. I. 0. women's auxiliaries. 
National Council of Negro Women. 
National Federation of Settlements-

Consumer Interest Committee. 
Parent-teacher associations. 
National Women's Trade Union 

League. · 
The total membership in the above 

associations is over 9,500,000 women. 
Is it in behalf of these women that the 

gentleman from Minnesota complains? 
If so, they have repudiated his position in 
advance. They are behind ·Mr. Bowles in 
the action he has taken. 

CONGRESSMAN FROM MINNESOTA AND FULTON 
LEWIS, JR., BRING SERIOUS CHARGES 

Chester Bowles, Price Administrator, 
has been charged by the gentleman from 
Minnesota, ·Hon. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN 
and by Fulton Lewis, ·Jr., radio news com~ 

menta tor, with swindling American 
housewives by cancelation of outstand­
ing ration stamps issued prior to last 
December.. · 

This was a very grave charge,, as I 
have said. So I took the trouble to in­
vestigate. I wish to report the result. 

Last year, due to a large livestock pop.;. 
ulation, a large pack of canned vege­
tables and fruits, and expectation of 
early end of the European war, ration­
ing was removed from most meats and 
processed foods by order of the Office of 
Economic Stabilization upon recommen­
dation of the War Food Administration. 

This step made rationing · of remain­
ing meats and processed -foods very dif­
ficult for the Office of Price Adminis­
tration. Most- families could get along 
without using any of most foods retain­
ing point values. If points were placed 
too high people would get along without 
them and points would accumulate in 
consumers' hands. But the same thing 
would happen ~f points were placed very 
low. 0. P. A. adopted a fai-rly liberal 
policy. Points did accumulate in the 
hands of the public. 

They accumulated not alone for this 
reason, but because points had to be ad­
justed to give needed rations to families 
of adults living in big cities and in no 
position to raise any of their own food. 
This meant that rural families, produc­
ing at least part of their meat supply and 
canning their own fruits and vegetables, 
had stamps they did not need. Many of 
their surplus stamps never were· used. 
In some cases these were transferred to 
city friends, giving the latter a surplus. 

By these and other ways a large sur­
plus of unspent ration points accumu­
lated during 1944 in the hands of con-· 
sumers. · ' 

A survey made to determine as of No­
vember the number of unspent ration 
stamps in consumers' hands showed ap­
proximately 10,000,000,000 red and 26,-
000,000,000 blue points, and stamps for 
281,000,000 pounds of sugar. 

These were equal, roughly, to 2¥2 or 3 
months' supply of meats, butter, and 
other red-point foods; 4 months' supply 
of canned goods and other- processed 
foods, and 2 months' supply of sugar for 
home use, including canning. 

The supply of unused stamps, more­
over, had been accumulating rapidly·, 
after most meats and processed foods 
were removed from rationing:. As of the 
end of the year, unused stamps probably 
represented .close to 3 months' supply of 
many foods. 

Armed with that many unused points 
consumers could have· bought up ·at one 
throw the Nation's supply of rationed 
foods required to last 2% to 3 months. 
Obviously this would have resulted in 
serious disruption of food distribution. 

The survey showed, moreover, that 
outstanding points . were very unevenly 
distributed. Some families of adults liv­
ing in cities and producing none of their 
own food had no surplus stamps. But 
other families had upward to a 6-month 
supply. There could be no assurance of 
equitable distribution of short suppl_ies 
of rationed foods in 1945 so long as out­
standing stamps remained valid. 

There was reason to believe that there 
would be no _extensive hardship if the 
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stamps were canceled. Those who had 
accumulated them had not required the · 
average use of stamps in 19H. They 
probably would not need the average use 
of stamps in 1945. Certainly few of 
them would require in 1945 a 2% or 3 
months greater supply than other 
people. 

Mr. Bowles freely admits that 0. P. A. 
made a mistake in 1944, allowing these 
unspent stamps to accumulate, even 
though the situation, for reasons earlier 
explained, was difficult to control. 

But whatever is one's opinion regard­
'ing the mistakes of 1944, these facts were 
.true.: The Nation faced short supplies of 
rationed foods for 1945 and unspent ra­
tion stamps totaled billions of points. 
There was one and only one thing to do 
if these short supplies were to be . dis­
tributed fairly in 1945. That was to can­
cel the outstanding stamps. 

Mr. Bowles knew when he ordered can­
celation that it would stir up a storm of 
protest. That he faGed the criticism 
and did what, was required in the public 
interest deserves commendation and not· 
criticism. It was statesmanship of the 
highest order. · 

Fortunately, his position is being sup­
ported vigorously by the women of· 
America, contrary to the implications of 
the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. 
AUGUST H. ANDRESEN], and Fulton 
Lewis, Jr. 

If they had wanted to take the· easy 
road they would have permitted these 
rationing coupons to have remained 
alive, although the shelves would have 
been empty pretty soon after the 1st of 
January of everything available to eat. 
Yet nobody could have blamed Mr." 
Bowles or Mr. Vinson. They were issued 
and they could have said, "We let . them 
go ahead and let them clean out the 
shelves. We could not help it." It did 
require in this case courageous action· 
on the part of honest, conscientious pub-. 
lie officials to take the stand . they did 
take in order to do what was necessary 
to properly pro~ecute the war and to 
protect the civilian population here at 
home. 

FOOD AS IMPORTANT AS BULLETS 

I agree with what has been said here 
today about the importance of food in 
the winning of the war. Next to air, 
food is next in importance. May I say, 
too, that the farmers have done a mag-

. nificent job in this war. They have been 
handicapped by shortage of manpower; 
equipment, machinery, and everything 
else, yet last year they increased their 
production 25 percent. It is a wonderful 
and an outstanding record. Food is just 
as important as bullets because if we do 
not have food the soldiers cannot use the 
bullets. 

MR. JUSTICE BYRNES 

I do not know the over-all picture con­
cerning the great need for men in the 
armed services but I have confidence in 
Mr. Justice Byrnes. In my opinion, he 
is one of the greatest, the finest, and 
best men that we have ever had in our 
Government. He has made a great sac­
rifice in order to take the thankless job 
he· is doing today. Here is a man 'who 
served in this House with distin'ction for 
many years and in the· United States 

Senate as long as he wanted to remain 
there. He was then appointed and 
served as a member of the United States 
Supreme Court, a position. that pays 
twice as much as is paid a Member of 
Congress, if you want to . look at it from 
the standpoint of security. The members 
of the Supreme Court can retire and 
have $20,000 a year retirement benefit. 
So far as security and a good job are 
concerned, he had the very best job in 
this Nation. Yet he was willing to re­
sign from that position and come· down 
here and take a job in the White House 
that paid less than one-half as much, 
with no future security and nothing in 
the world except a thankless job to per­
form. However, he has the consolation 
of knowing qe is doing something to help 
win this war by pelping the President of 
the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, we should be very reluc­
tant to criticize the actions of a man like 
~hat unless we have very positive proof 
t.hat will support and con oborate every-
thing we say. . 
. Now, on the question of points, the . 

gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. AuatrsT 
H. ANDRESEN] said that the women's or­
ganizations, as I understood from his 
statement, were supporting him. A com­
mentator, Mr. Fulton Lewis, mentioned 
on the radio how bad this was and how 
the women were up in arms against it. 

Mr. AUGUST H. l .. NDRESEN. Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman yield? . 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield to the gentle- . 
man from Minnesota. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I did 
not make the statement that the wom­
en's organizations were supporting .me. 
Fulton Lewis may have done that. 

Mr. PATMAN. I am glad to have the 
statement from the gentleman, because 
I believe the gentleman would have been 
in error if he had made the statement. 
The women's organizations who have 
representatives right here in Washing­
ton who understand the situation ap- . 
prove it 100 percent, and I refer to organi­
zations such as the American Associa­
tion of University Women, the League of 
Women Shoppers, the National Consum­
ers League, and a number of others, in­
cluding the Parent-Teachers Associa­
tion. They have all endorsed the action 
of Mr. Bowles and Mr. Vinson. They say 
it was the right thing to do and they 
represent nine and one:.half million 
women in· the United States. 

Ml. JENKINS. . Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield to the gentle­
man from Ohio. 

Mr. JENKINS . . Has the gentleman 
any proof of the statement he has just 
made? 

Mr. PATMAN. Yes. 
Mr. JENKINS. I will be glad if the 

gentleman would include it in the RECORD 
in connection with his remarks. -
PARENTS AND TEACHERS ASSOCIATION APPROVES 

Mr. PATMAN. I will read it to the 
gentleman. I have a letter here. The 
following is a letter from Mrs. William 
A. Hastings, president, National Congress 
of Parents and Teachers: 

The homemakers of this country, in over­
whelming majority, are glad to cooperate in 
some tangible way with their ·men in service 
in meeting the needs of these critical months. 

Giving up ration stamps that have r.c­
cumulated these past few months because so 
many foods have been point free and could 
be purchased in any desired quantity is no 
real sacrifice t o anyone who understands the 
situation. If some of us let our stamps ac­
cumulate, it was because we did not really 
need to use them. Without them, even now 
that so many foods are back on the ration 
list, we can still feed our ch.ildren well and 
still share with the children of our allies. 

Ever since the beginning of the war, the 
National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
with more than 3,000,000 members, has be­
lieved in food rationing, because it is the 
fair and just way in which to give everyone 
his fair share of available foods. We believe 
iri ceiling prices for foods, with price ceilings 
posted in plain view and with shoppers 
pledged to pay no more than ceiling prices. 
This is self-protection, for we know that in­
flation in food prices would be disastrous to 
the family budget and so to the national 
well-being. . 

We have cooperated with the 0. P. A. con­
sistently ever since it came into being. We 
know what a difficult task it has, and we 
expect to continue to cooperate. 

We would deplore any weakening of 
0. P. A.'s program as long as it is necessary 
for us to Ehare our food supplies with our 
men in service and with the suffering people 
of the war-torn countties. There is enough 
fond for all of us if we are careful in its dis- . 
tribution and no one uses any more than his 
fair share. 

This is an ·easy way in which the soldiers 
on the home front can back up those on the 
battle fronts . 

Mrs. WILLIAM A. HASTINGS, 
President, National Congress 

of Parents and Teachers. 
MADISON, WIS., January 7, 1945. 

Here is another one by· Mrs. :t.aSell 
Dickenson, of the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs: 

The General 'Federation of Women's Clubs 
is strong.ly back of the principles of ration­
ing and price control. We realize it is not 
always easy to see the reason , behind action, 
but we have confidence that those .in power 
are doing the very best they can to see that 
food supplies are sent to our armies, to our 
allies, and that sufficient is left here at 
hoq;te for all. 

We also realize and appreciate the effort 
that is being made to keep prices down. We 
wi,ll try to do our part in every way to pre­
vent inflation. 

Mrs. LASELL DICKENSON. 

Here is one from Helen C. White, 
president, American Association of Uni­
versity Women, Washington, D. C., dated 
January 6, 1945: 

The American Association of University 
Women, which has supported pdce control 
since long before Pearl Harbor t:tnd has 
backed rationing throughout the war, recog­
nizes that the necessity for strong price con­
trol and strict rationing will be greater than 
ever in the months ahead. 

At this time, when the need for unremit­
ting effort to speed victory is so great, I want 
to reiterate t he full support of the American 
Association of University Women for these 
programs. Our members will continue to co­
operate in making price control, rent con­
trol, and rationing work in their communi­
ties and will stand back of 0. P. A. in its 
measures to hold the line on price and to dis­
tribute short supplies equitably. We are 
confident that 0. P. A. will .continue to carry 
out its increasingly important a!ld difficult 
task vigorously, and will tal{e measures which 
are fundamentally fair even when they may 
happen to bear hard upon individual cases. 
We shall support the extension of the Emer­
gency Price Control Act through the rem ain­
der of the war and so long as the threat 
of inflation lasts. 
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Caroline F. Ware, chairman, 11ational 
social studies committee, American As­
sociation of University Women: 

Far from protesting the restoration of 
meats and canned vegetables to rationing, 
consumer organizations have been asking for 
this action since these products ·were made 
point free. As soon as the new program was 
announced, 15 national organizations, rep­
resenting millions of consumers, telegraphed 
Chester Bowles, Marvin Jones, and Judge 
Vinson to commend their action. 

Kathleen Clift, president of the Wash­
ington League of Women Shoppers: 

I believe that the vast majority of all house­
wives want everybody to share alike when 
supplies are short. EspeciJtlly those of us 
with husbands in the service resent the 
charge that we want to grab more th.an our 
share. It is our job to adjust our buying for 
our families' needs within the ration points 
issued to us on the basis of available supplies 
each month. 

Margaret Cross, head of consumer in­
terest committee of the National Federa­
tion of Settlements: 

City housewives who belong to the mothers' 
clubs at our settlements aren't worried about 
old coupons. They only have the money and 
storage space to buy for their weekly, needs, 
they are absolutely dependent on what they 
find in the stores, and they know that ra­
tioning is their only protection. 

Mrs. Gerson P. Levi, national chair­
man of social welfare and war activi­
ties, National Council of Jewish Women: 

Any annoyance that our housewives may 
have shown is temporary and has arisen be­
cause women who have been anxious to have 
rationing restored to canned goocis and meats 
didn't at first fully understand why it was 
necessary · to · invalidate old coppons. The 
·o. P. A. broadcast last night made it clear 
that this was much the fairest thing to do, 
since people who did not use the old coupons 
either did not need them or patriotically 
refrained from drawing on the limited sup­
plies, and since it means ' more for all of us 
not to have to save part of the sugar, meat, 
and canned goods for the people wit h left-
over st amps. · 

Mrs. William A. Hastings, president, 
National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers: 

Giving up ration stamps that have accu­
mulated these llast few months because so 
many foods have been point free and could 
be pu rchased in any desired quantity is no 
real sacrifice to anyone who understands the 
situation. If some of us let our stamps ac­
cumulate, it was because we did not really 
need to use them. Without them, even now 
that so .many focds are back on the ration 
list, we can still feed our children well and 
still share with the children of our allies. 

Mrs. LaFell Dickinson, president, Gen­
eral Federation of Women's Clubs: 

The General Federation of Women's Clubs 
is strongly back qf the principle of rationing 
and price control. We realize it is not always 
easy to see the reason behind f\Ction-but 
we have confidence that those in power are 
doing the very best they can to see that food 
supplies are sent to our armies, to our allies, 
and that sufficient is left here at home for 
all. 

Mr. JENKINS. Of course, I have no 
way to inipugn the honesty and the sin­
cerity of these letters, but I dare say 
that none of them have -been written 
after submission of this proposition to 
their membership and if they have been, 
I should lil{e the ladies that put those in 

to furnish the gentleman with informa­
tion whether or not they wrote these 
letters with the full approval of their 
membership. I doubt it very seriously. 

Mr. PATMAN. Whether they did or 
not, they did the right thing and doubt­
less expressed the views of their mem­
bers. I believe in the patriotism of ev­
ery Member of this House. I shall not 
question or impugn the motives or the 
patriotism or sincerity of purpose of 
any Member of this House. I never 
have and never will. 

But let us just analyze this thing a 
little bit. There were a lot ·of foodstuffs 
made ration free. Some meats you had 
to have points ·for; some you did not 
have to have points for. The same way 
with Cftnned goods. By reason of that, 
many people did not use their points be­
cause they could buy the meats they 
wanted without them. It was just as 
satisfactory and just as desirable with­
out points. Therefore, they just let their 
points · accumulate. On January 1, if it 
had remained that way, there were 
enough points outstanding for people to 
go in and take all the food that was 
available, not only on the shelves at that 
time, but that could be produced in 3 
long months. Now, what would that 
have meant? 

That would have meant that possibly 
our 12,000,000 men upon the 55 battle 
fronts of the world and · here at home 
would not have gotten the finest and best 
food on earth, because it would not have 
been available. That is one of the rea­
sons for rationing, No.1, to let every one 
of those 12,000,000 men, who, by the way, 

' have to have just twice as much as the 
- average civilian-he averages 5% pounds 

of food every day, 4,500 calories, twice as 
much as we pan consume; that is, over 
65,000,000 pounds of the finest and best 
foods on earth every day mus , be set 
aside for these fighting men. If we let 
this thing go on, if Mr. Bowles or Mr. 
Vinson had done so, possibly they could 
not have gotten the required amount. 
We would have been depriving our serv­
icemen of the foods that are necessary 
to fight this war. 

No. 2, a few people would have had 
these points. Other people who had used 
theirs would not have had a fair chance 
to obtain the kind of food· that would . 
keep up their health standards in this 
~ountry. Further, every time· we furn­
ish food to China or to Russia and .they 
take that food and go out and kill Japs· 
or Germans, there are just that many 
fewer Japs and Germans to kill American 
boys. I do not think the people who 
study this program and who know the 
sincerity of purpose, without ·any poli­
tics whatsoever but in the interest of the 
war effort and the domestic front, can 
criticize the program. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman yield.? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield to the gentle­
man from Minnesota. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. At the 
time last summer when approximately 
85 percent of the rationed foods were 
put on the free list, the 0. P. A. reduced 
the number of stamps from 60 a month 
to 30 a month, and still left butter on 
the rationed list and placed the point 

value on butter at 20 points, so that if a 
person wanted to get a pound of butter 
a month there. were only a few points 
left to · spend on other rationed foods. 

Mr. PATMAN. I do not doubt that 
the gentleman can pick out a lot of com­
plaints. I marvel at the fine job ·they 
have done. They have 8,000,000 differ­
ent commodities and prices. The 0. P. 
A. has a good chance to make mistakes 
and will make lots of them. The gen­
tleman could not have done a better job, 
probably. I know I could not. You take 
8,000,000 different things and you can 
·point out a lot of things to criticize, · 
but this is war. We are in war now .. We 
are trying to fight a war. We should 
have just as little partisan politics as 
possible. Criticism, certainly, if it is 
constructive, but just to criticize and 
raise sand with somebody for doing his 
duty sincerely and honestly, I think we 
ought to be very reluctant to do it un­
less it serves a very good purpose. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. The 
gentleman referrea to the large accumu-· 
lation of ration stamps. I was not 
criticizing from a partisan angle on that 
point, but the gentleman knows that 
when they reduced the ration stamps 
and still some necessary f-oods were un­
der rationing, by reducing it down to 30 
points a m6nth there were not very many 
stamps with which to buy butter and 
other rationed foods. 

Mr. PATMAN. I am not going to 
argue the details of it. It is just like 
gasoline. Suppose we had had some 
kind of fuel that could have been used 
in the place of gasoline, a substitute, and 
we let our gasoline coupons accumulate 
to January 1 and we had had enough 
gasoline, we had not been doing with­
out, we had been getting everything that 
we wanted, our transportation had not 
been cut, we had been going along all 
right, just like we were on the food. We 
were getting just as good food as we 
wanted, but our · points were accumu­
lating. Then suppose on January 1 
there had been enough gasoline cou­
pons so that the people who would use 
the gasoline for purposes not essential 
could just go in and dr.ain every tank in 
America and keep them drained for 3 
months, and not let anybody else get 
any gasoline. Does the gentleman think 
that should be permitted? No. Would 
it be breaking faith? In wartime things 
like that are expected, just like your 
travel. You want to travel, but if Mr. · 
Byrnes says you should not travel, you 
have your ticket, you have the money, 
and you have everything, but you are 
going to stay at home. That is no viola­
tion of any contract in WArtime, that is 
just working together shoulder to shoul­
der and cooperating, trying to win this 
war. 

Mr. PLOESER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield to the gentle­
man from Missouri. -

Mr. PLOESER. I understood the gen­
tleman to make the statement a moment 
ago that if these meat ration points 
had been allowed to stand civilian con­
sumption :would possibly have used up 
the ·supply of meat that was available 
and thereby created a shortage for the 
armed services. 
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Mr. PATMAN. I am t::~.Iking about 

food generally. 
Mr. PLOESER. I know, but ,did not 

the gentleman make that statement? 
Mr. PATMAN. · I said food generally; 

yes. 
Mr. PLOESER. I understood him to 

say meat. 
1\lrr. PATMAN. Eor food generally, 

that is true. 
Mr. PLOESER. In the case of meat 

it could not have happened that way, 
because the Army sets aside the amount 
of meat it wants before the civilian 
populat ion ever gets a chance at it. 

Mr. PATMAN. Anyway, I think ra­
tioning is · a fine thing in wartime. I 
would not want it in time of peace un­
less absolutely necessary. 

Mr. HOLIFIELD. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield to 'the gentle-
man from California. • 

Mr. HOLIFIELD. May I answer the 
gentleman from Missouri? Not only is 
it a matter of obtaining the necessary 
food for the armed forces, the necessary 
meat for the armed forces, but it is a 
matter of distributing equitably that 
which is left among the people of the 
country. 

Mr. PATMAN. It would have been 
unfair, absolutely and obviously unfair 
to let a few people accumulate their 
points and use them under the circum­
stances without losing anything and to 
the detriment of the other people. They 
were getting everything on earth they 
needed, getting all the food they wanted. 
They were just not buying that particu­
l-ar kind that required points. If they 
could go in on January 1 and buy up 
everything in the stores of America and 
have enough points to keep on buying 
stuff for 2.8 months, approximately 3 
months, that would certainly have 
worked a hardship on a lot of people. 
I think that is obvious. I do not think 
one should be branded with- swindling 
the people, with being swindlers and 
conspiring to defraud the public, when 
they do something that is obviously a 
courageous act in wartime, to help pro­
mote the war. 

Mr. PLOESER. I have never accused 
Mr. Bowles of swindling nor did I con­
demn him for that move. 

However, I do recall saying that the 
move was a blunder. . 

Mr. PATMAN. No; you are mistaken. 
I am glad you brought that up. 

Mr. PLOESER. I read that in the 
press. 

Mr. PATMAN. I know you read it; and 
the newspaper would not even correct it. 
Here is a copy of that newspaper of Jan­
uary 4, 1945. It is the Times-Herald here 
in Washington, D. C. It says: 
STAMP VOIDING " ERROR," BOWLE5-BLAMES SUR­

VEY FOR CHRISTMAS · MISTAKE 

NEw YoRK, January 3.-A fiat admissio~ 
that we were wrong was made by 0. P. A. Ad­
ministrator Bowles today in reference to the 
Christmas cancelations of various unused 
sugar and red-and blue-point ration stamps. 

However, he added, the mistake could not 
be rect ified without hardship to a majority of 
the people. 

Speaking at a luncheon of the marketing 
conference of the American Management As­
scciation, Bowles attributed the mistake to a 
preliminary survey in which, he _said, a rna-

jority of housewives said they did not need 
their unused ctamps. 

"We were-wrong. We should have foreseen 
these possibilities. However, I was not willing 
to cover that mistake by working a hardship 
on the great majority who need their stamps 
to get their fair share of food," Bowles said. 

It is not true. Mr. Bowles did not say 
it. He said the error was made long be­
fore January 1 when they did not antici­
pate what might happen. He said they 
had to do it; that it was the right thing 
to do, but they committed the error 
along back possibly last spring and sum­
mer in not anticipating that this thing 
would. occur. I hope that is straight. 
I will include a copy of that statement 
and also of Mr. Bowles' speech since I 
have permission to do so. Here I insert 
that part of the speech referred to: 

We placed back on the list of rationed prod­
ucts 85 percent of all meats sold in the aver­
age grocery store. We restored five canned 
vegetables to rationing. The invalidation of 
ration stamps was one of the tougl'lest deci­
sions we have ever had to malte. When we 
originally said there would be notification in 
the case of invalidation of stamps we did not 
estimate properly the number of unused 
stamps which would accumulate nor the 
s~rious effect the spending of these stamps 
could have on reduced supplies. 
. We were wrong. We should have foreseen 

these possibilities. 
However, I was not willin g to cover that 

mist ake by working a hardship on the large 
m ajority who need their stamps to get 'their 
fair share of food. 

It shows how information will be 
printed which is not true. Now, of 
course, .the gentleman honestly believed 
that. I know the gentleman. He is a 
good and sincere Member of this body 
and he is . very able. He has been mis­
led by that statement. If he has been 
misled I know other M:embers have been 

· misled also. But it is not true. This 
newspaper w_as told that it was not true 
and they refused and failed to correct it. 
I am inserting Mr. Bowles' own comment 
about this speech and the misquotation. 
It is as follows: 

This is the speech for which I was mis­
quoted by one of the papers you may have 
seen-. ,That paper attributed to me a "fiat 
admission that 'we were wrong' in reference 
to the Christmas cancelation of various 'un­
used sugar and red and blue point ration 
stamps." As you will see on the first page 
of this attached statement, the phrase "we 
were wrong" refers to our .estimate of the 
number of unused stamps which would ac­
cumulate and the serious effect Which the 
spending of such stamps could have on re­
duced supplies. 

Mr. PLOESER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield. 
Mr. PLOESER. If it be true that Mr. 

Bowles admits the error last summer, 
then it is confirmation probably of the 
many .statements I have heard that this 
relaxing of rationing was due to the im­
pending election. I would much rather 
believe that the error was one of accident 
this winter. 

· JONES, VINSON, BYRNES, AND BOWLES 

Mr. PATMAN. Just a moment. Mr. 
Bowles is not the only man to be con­
sulted in this. Other people were to be 
consulted, such as Mr. Vinson, Mr. Jones, 
and Mr. Byrnes, as well as Mr. Bowles, 

If you want to inject a political question 
here I might point out that there are 
more Republicans in high positions in the 
0. P. A. than 'there are Democrats, and 
you will find the same thing in the . 
W. P. B. and in all these different war 
agencies. 

Mr. McCORMACK. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield. 
Mr. McCORMACK. Now that the 

question of the election has been in­
jected into the debate here, I might say 
that the 0. P. A. and none of the officials 
in any way participated in the election, 
and Mr. Bowles never made a speech. 

Mr. PATMAN. He made a statement 
advising them to stay out. N() one can 
accuse the 0. P. A. or Mr. Bowles of 
taking part in the election. 

Mr. McCORMACK. I think it was 
right because there are tens of thou­
sands of fine citizens in every community 
serving on the board in connection with 
the 0. P. A. These men and women be­
long to both parties and some are in­
dependents, and it would have been a 
wrong and reflection on them and on the 
fine service that they have rendered. 
You ought to commend them, because 
they have a hard job. So reluctantly 
I am constrained to take that position, 
because I woul'd like to see them out 
campaigning. But I think, having in 
mind his job and the relationship of his 
agency to the people and to the many 
people w.ho are in that agency in an 
unpaid capacity, I believe that he exer­
cised the right judgment in the best 
interest of the country. 

Mr. PATMAN. Not only do we have 
Mr. Justice Byrnes there, in whom we 
all have confidence, but there is F red 
Vinson. We all have confidence in Fred 
Vinson, who left a Federal judgeship, 
resigned, to take a thankless and hard 
job to do something for h i.s country in 
wartime. That is No. 2. No. 3 is 
Marvin Jones. There is no fairer man 
in this country than Marvin Jones. He 
is a United States district judge. That 
not being a statutory court, he did not 
have to resign. But he wants to do the 
job of a good War Food Administrator, 
and he does it without any salary, in 
order to help win this war. Then there 
is Mr. Bowles. I do not know of any 
public official who is serving with greater 
credit to the administration and for the 
benefit of the people generally than 
Mr. Bowles. If he makes a mistake, he 
comes out frankly and says so. He says, 
''We will correct it." That is what we 
have always wanted in administrative 
agencies. He is doing a good job in a 
fine way. Out of the millions and mil­
lions of transactions, there are ·a few, 
Which are so small in number that you 
can count them almost on · the fingers · 
of your hands, tJ;lat some critics will 
attempt to criticize. -

Mr. PLOESER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield. 
Mr. PLOESER. Mr. Speaker, I cer­

tainly do not doubt the sincerity of the 
statement of my distinguished friend 
from Texas, nor .of ·my distinguished 
friend from Massachusetts. 

Mr. PATMAN. Now I hope that this 
is going to be a question. -
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Mr. PLOESER. No; I want to make 
this statement in reply to my friend 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. PATMAN. All right, go ahead. 
Mr. PLOESER. Surely he does not 

believe that any of us are naive enough 
to assume that the criticism was placed 
on thousands of people who worked for 
the 0. P. A. Neither does he believe that 
any of us are naive enough to assume 
that the thousands of people who work 
and labor carrying out the rules of the 
0. P. A. are the top policy makers nor . 
would he ever expect any of us of the 
minority to assume that if the great 
political strategist of the administration 
sent down wor·d to relax rationing to. · 
time for an election that even Mr. Bowles 
would stand in the way. 

Mr. McCORMACK. Will the gentle­
man yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield. 
Mr. McCORMACK. The gentleman's 

gesture of innocence, political or other-
-wise, is rather refreshing although not 
very impressive. Let me call to the gen­
tleman's attention one . incident as an 
illustration of what the President and 
this administration stand for. The in­
vasion of Africa took place 2 days after 
the election of 1942. That is the best 
illustration I know of that politics is· not 
entering into questions of strategy in the 
conduct of the war or questions of policy 
and administration. Mistakes may be 
r~1ade, but politics does not enter into it. 
Had that invasion taken place 2 days' 
before election in 1942 the entire situa­
tion might have been different. 

Mr. PATMAN. And if the adminis­
tration had been doing something purely 
for politics it would have probably been 
against all rationing and price control. 
I think the gentleman will admit it took 
some courage to enforce rationing and 
price control, but it was something that 
manifestly had to be done to save this 
country from inflation. If we had not 
had price control our money would be 
vaJueless today, would be practically 
worthless. It would take a wheelbarrow 
load . to buy a newspaper or a loaf of 
bread. We can lose this war today on 
the home front if we permit inflation to 
engulf us. People will not work for 
worthless money. If we are so short­
sighted as to be agai.ilst price control, un­
popular, annoying, and irritating as it 
is, we are liable to lose the war right here 
on the home front. · 

Mr. McCORMACK. I read in one of 
the New York papers this morning, I be­
lieve it was, where the cost of living in 
China was 485 times higher today than 
it was in 1937. 

Mr. PATMAN. And our cargo planes 
that are cartying supplies over the 
mountains into China find half their 

· cargo space filled with printing-press 
money. Imagine that; 

The SPEAKER -pro tempore. The time 
of the gentleman from Texas has expired. 

Mr. PATMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to proceed for 5 -ad­
ditional minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Texas is 
recognized for 5 additional minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PATMAN. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 

Bowles did very properly send out in-

structions to all his employees that they 
must not engage in politics. I thought 
it was one of the finest acts of any ad­
ministrator. And they refrained from 
politics. As our majority leader said, it 
was fitting that they do so, because so 
many' people who have different views 
from the administration in power were 
doing a splendid and excellent job .on all 
these thousands of boards throughout 
the country and there was no place for 
any kind of partisan poUtics. This is one 
agency that no one can claim violated 
that rule; they did not. There are fine 
people on both sides of the political 
fence in the 0. P. A. organization. As I 
said before, over half of the policy-mak­
ing positions in 0. P. A. and W. P. B. are 
filled with members of the opposite party 
from me; and they are doing an excellent 
job, all of them·; they have been doing a 
fine job. I could pick out things to criti­
cize, but 'they have been doing an excel­
lent job, and they should not be criticized 
for doing it. 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, will the 
. gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield to the gentle­
man from Kansas. 

Mr. CURTIS. Just for the record I 
should like to ask the gentleman what 
was the date of this mistake? How long 
was it prior to November 7? · 

Mr. PATMAN. I do not know about 
this. The gentleman can find out aS- well 
as I. Let ·us go into this thing with an 
open mind. These officials are not going 
to steal or swindle. The facts are avail­
able if the gentleman wants to investigate 
them. 

Mr. WHITE. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield. 
Mr. WHITE. Is it not a fact that if 

we had had ·O. P. A. in the last war the 
country might have been saved from the 
subsequent depression? 

Mr. PATMAN. Certainly we would 
have been. That depression ruined more 
people than any other period of time in 
our history. In this war 0. P. A. has 
fixed the price not only of foods, but they 
have fixed the price of steel. Steel has 
not gone up 1 penny a ton in 5 years. 
The, price of aluminum has not gone up 
a penny a ton in 5 years. So with 
the price of copper, except for the sub- , 
sidies that we paid. Plate glass, ce­
ment, and other things that go into 
making this war machine: If the prices 
had been permitted to go up during this 
war the same way they went up during 
the same. period of time in the last war 
our national debt on June 30 last would 
have been $65,000,000,000 more than it 
was, just on the cost of the war machine 
alone not counting the amount the 
American people have saved for· them­
selves. So it is something that is im­
portant. 

Mr. McCORMACK. Mr. Speaker, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield to the gentle­
mart from Massachusetts. 

Mr. McCORMACK. In addition there 
would have been the tremendous damage 
done to, the people of the middle class and 
the poor if we did not have the rationing 
system in operation that we have, which 
is the democratic way of assuring, as 
nearly as possible, equal distribution of 

the available food when the available 
food is much less than the demand;_ is 
that not correct? 

Mr. PATMAN. The gentleman is 
right. Our health standards would 
have been broken down. It would have 
been very unfair for this Congress to sit 
idly by and see people with money going 
around hoarding food like they did in 
the First World War, depriving many 
people of the United States of the neces­
sary food to go into their diet. The 
question of health is involved in thls. 
During the present war we have had a 
limited supply of food in some cases, but 
it has been distributed so that every per­
son has a chance to get a fair share of 
it. The health standards of the people, 
therefore, have been kept up. The other 
war did not last long enough to permit 
inflation · to . ruin us. If it had lasted 
longer it would have ruined us. People 
with money went in and bought up com­
modities like sugar and made the Amer­
ican people pay from 35 cents to 50 cents 
a pound for that sugar because there 
was no price control. Irr this war, under 
price control, sugar has not gone over 7 
cents a pound. That is the best evidence 
·that price control has been successful 
and has .been satisfactory and I thinlt 
we should be careful about charging 
those who are enforcing the law and ad­
ministering it with being swindlers and 
trying to deceive the American people. 
Of course, constructive criticism is al­
ways welcome if there is anything 
wrongr but let us be careful in wartime 
when our sons are · serving in the Army 
all over the world. You know, the sun 
does not · set on the American soldier to­
day. They are serving on 55 battle 
fronts. There are 6,000,000 of them 
across the seas. Now is no time to en­
gage in any kind of criticism except the 
most constructive, helpful type of criti­
cism. It is easy to criticize. It is difficult 
to construct. I wish I knew who wrote 
the following: 

THE WRECKER 

I. watched them tear a building down, 
A gang of men in a busy town. 
With a ho-heave-ho and a lusty yell 
They swung a beam and the side wall fell. 
I asked the foreman: "Are these men skilled? 
And the kind of men you hire to build?" 
He laughed as he answered: "No indeed, 
Just common labor is all I need." 
"Why I can easily wreck in a day or two 
What builders have taken years to do." 
Now think for yourself as you go away, 
Which of these :~;oles have you played today. 
Is that one a builder, who works with care, 
Shaping his deeds with rule and square? 
Or is he a wrecker, who walks the town, 
Content with the labor of tearing down? 

Mr. GIFFORD. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. PATMAN. I yield to the gentle­
man. 
- Mr. GIFFORD. May I take the gentle­

man back to his original defense of this 
rule and say to him that I thank the 
gentleman cordially for · bringing to us 
this story of the patriotic women or 
groups of women who back him up. The 
women I saw did not talk · that way. 
They say that the Government welshed 
on its promise so far as these rationing 
points were _concerned. 
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Mr. PATMAN. But the gentleman 

should talk to women who have sons in 
this war and who have studied this thing. 
You talk to the women who have hus­
bands in this war and who have studied 
this thing. 
: Mr. GIFFORD·. I have heard them 
t~.lk. 
I Mr. PATMAN. Talk to the people .who 
l::now. I hope the gentleman, in whom 
I have confidence, will investigate for 
himself. 

Mr. GIFFORD. Of course, I do not 
unc!erstand the thing like the gentleman 
does, I appreciate and I acknowledge 
that, but I have heard them talk, great 
groups of them and the point was that 
the Government had welshed on its 
promise that these stamps would be good 
indefinitely. They were not using those 
stamps, neither would they use them all 
on January 1 to denude the market. 
Now they are using what ·stamps they 
hav~ to denude the market for fear the 
Government will go back on its agree­
ment. The situation has brought about 
exactly what the gentleman condemns 

'as happening on January 1. · 
Mr. PATMAN. If the gentleman had 

been the Administrator and he had this 
, situation facing him what would he have 
'done? As to whether or not it should 
1have been anticipated in the past, that 
'is behind us, and our hindsight is always 
better than our foresight. We had a 
practical situation facing us of either 
letting the shelves be emptied and no 
food available at all except for those 
people who had saved up their points, or 
canceling the points and letting every­
body have a fair chance at the limited 
supply of food. 

Mr. GIFFORD. I do not criticize the 
Administrator. 

Mr. PATMAN. I am .. glad the gentle­
man does not criticize him. 

Mr. GIFFORD. I think he was mighty 
shrewd to wait until · after the election 
though. 

Mr. PATMAN. I think he was mighty 
courageous: 

Mr. GIFFORD. He knew of this. 
Mr. PATMAN. He was courageous. 
Mr. GIFFORD. He must have ~nown 

of it. 
Mr. PATMAN. I do not think the gen­

tleman should say that everything is 
politics. 

Mr. GIFFORD. The gentleman says 
there is no politics in this? 

Mr. PATMAN. It took courage to do 
this. The political side would have been 
the side the gentleman is talking about. 

Mr. McCORMACK. The gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. GIFFORD] does 
not know that the election is over. 

Mr. GIFFORD. No; but we have been 
defending a lot of subversive people here 
today. 

Mr. PATMAN. I am inserting here- ­
with the speech of Mr. Bowles heretofore 
referred to. It tells the whole story: 

I am very glad of an opportunity to speak 
to the members of the American Manage­
ment Association here in New York City. 
I'd like to use this opportunity to tell you 
about some of the management and policy 
problems we must solve if we are to win 
our wartime strug~le to hold the price line · 
and assure f-air distribution of scarce sup­
plies. 

There are five major problems which we 
must lick if we are to win this fight. 

O.·P. A. problem No.1 involves food ration­
ing. A week ago today we announced a series 
of fundamental changes in our food-ration­
ing system. We invalidated surplus sugar 
stamps covering over 250,000 tons of sugar. 
We invalidated nearly 17,000,000,000 blue ra­
tion points, covering processed foods; and 
over 10,000,000,000 red points covering meats, 
fats, and oils. 

We placed back on the list of rationed 
products 85 percent of all meats sold in the 
average grocery store. We restored five can­
·ned vegetables to rat!oning. The invalida­
tion of ration stamps was one of the tough­
est decisions we've ever had to make. When 
we originally said there would be notifica­
tion in the case of invalidation of stamps, 
we did not estimate properly the number 
of unused stamps which would accumulate 
nor the serious effect the spending of these 
soo.mps could have on reduced supplies. 

We were wrong. We should have foreseen 
these possibilities. 

However, I was nqt willing to cover that 
mistake by working a hardship on the' large 
majority who need their stamps to get their 
fair share of food. 

Our choice was simply this: First, we could 
allow the old stamps to remain valid and 
cut the value of the new stamps. Or, sec­
ond, we could cancel the old stamps and 
give everyone his fair share of 1945 sup­
plies. The first plan would have allowed 
one comparatively small group of families a 
substantially larger share of 1945 supplies 
than the majority of families. That would 
have been unfair. -

When we asked women who had extra 
stamps why they had not spent them, the 
large majority told us, "Because we didn't 
need them." Most of them, I am sure, will 
tell you that it would be unfair to cut the 
rations of those who have to spend their 
stamps promptly in order to allow a,n extra 
share of scarce food to others who were able 
to save stamps when food was more plentiful. 
It was a hard decision. We knew some peo­
ple would be mad, and with many of them 
I really sympathize. That is no reason, how­
ever, why we should not insist on a fair 
share of 1945 supplies to each house­
hold • • • particularly when the sup­
plies of these foods are lower than they 
have been at any time during the war. 

Very. frankly, these changes in our food­
rationing program, unwelcome though they 
be, could not be postponed longer. 

It was evident that meat supplies were 
likely to be substantially below last year's 
level. We knew that billions of unused 
sugar stamps and blue ration points, repre­
senting inflationary ration currency, were a 
threat to the proper working of our· whole 
food-rationing program. We knew that the 
supply of canned foods allotted to civilians 
was unlikely to be sufficient to meet civilian 
demand. 

The food requirements of the armed forces 
must be met. The guns in Europe are still 
roaring today and all of us realize that we 
are up against a tough struggle both in 
Europe and in Asia. . 

In many sections of the country, meat has 
been scarce. Distribution has been danger­
ously uneven. Three. weeks ago, for example, 
35 percent of all stores were out of butter; 
45 percent were out of ham; 66 percent 
were out of bacon. 

The Army's meat requirements have in­
creased sharply. For the coming 3 months 
there will be 15 percent less meat available 
for civilians than we had a year ago. 

We are faced with the problem of dis­
tributing very carefully our available supply 
of canned vegetables for civilian use until 
the new pack is completed next summer. 

Needless to say, the decision to restore 
more rigid food rationing was · not an · easy 
one. We dislike the necessity for additional 

red tape ' and inconvenience to our . house._ 
wives and grocers. 

But facts are facts. And in wartime in 
particular, they must be met honestly and 
fairly. The food rationing program whic..~ 
we launched last week will serve, over a 
period of time, to see that every family in 
the land gets a fair share of meat, canned 
vegetables, and sugar. If we had failed to 
meet this issue squarely, we would have 
failed to carry out the responsibility with 
which we have been entrusted. 

So much for the policy aspects of the ra• 
tioning situation. 

I think you may be interested, however, 
as management specialists, in the adminis­
trative problems of carrying out such a policy 
d6cision. Let me list some of them. 

There are 8 0. P. A. regional ore.czs, 93 
djstrict offices, and about 5,500 local 0. P. A. 
boards--€aCh one of which has to be given 
instructions for applying and interpreting 
the regulations. 

There are about 8,000 wholesalers and 
600,000 retailers of meats, processed vege­
tables, or sugar. Each one of these has to 
be notified of the basic decisions . and pro­
vided with a poster showing the point values 
to be charged for each type of rationed 
food. 

There are some 550,000 hotels, restaurants, 
and other institutional usars of rationed 
foods, including schools, hospitals, asylums, 
and jails. Each one of these has to pre- • 
pare ration-point inventories by the end 
of the year. 

In addition, there is the problem of iszu­
ing new quotas to about 125,000 industrial 
users of rationed food products. 

Moreover, there are about 1,500 newspapers 
and radio stations to be notified of the es­
sentials of the program so that the buying 
public and focd retailers may suffer as little 
inconvenience as possible. 

Finally, in the case of rationing changes, 
there is the special problem of maintaining 
complete secrecy while making preparations 
to carry out the administrative details. The 
printing of instructions and regulations, the 
notification of field offices, the necessary 
consultation with specialists in different 
parts of the Wa.Ehington office and with offi­
cers of other agencies 'involve so many people 
that the maintenance of secrecy is very 
difficult indeed. And yet, if we are to avoid 
advance buying of newly rationed items or 
more tightly rationed commodities, it is es­
sential that there be no advance notice to 
the general public. We have never succeeded 
in doing a 100-percent perfect job. 

On several occasions we have had to ad­
vance the effective date of ration changes 
because leaks had already occurred. Natural­
ly, this leads to confusion, since we are then 
not able to put out the necessary instruc­
tions on time. However, during the last 3. 
_years, we have all learned a gocd deal about 
the administrative details of rationing. The 
public is much better informed. The trades 
involved are very cooperative, and our own 
specialists have been trained in the hard 
school of experience. We can look forward, 
I think, to a much smoother operation of all 
rationing programs in the future. 

0. P. A. problem No.2, for which we shall 
have to find some solution, is control over 
livestock prices. For many months now, live 
cattle has been almost the only basic com­
modity, either agricultural or manufactur­
ing, on which there has been no price ceiling. 

We have encountered difficulties in admin­
istering ceiling ·prices at wholesale and re­
tail levels because the price of the original 
product is not under control. But ·control 
over livestock prices involves serious techni­
cal difficulties. In tightening controls over 
the top prices in livestock, we would be tak­
ing a step which, to many cattle raisers, 
would seem to be a drastic one. There is con­
siderable resistance to it. 
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We in the 0. P. A.· have felt for a long time 

that such controls are inevitable. If the au­
thority should be delegated to us by the 
Stabilization Director. we would act prompt­
ly. We feel we would be better protecting 
the public against overcharges at the retail 
level. But, again, it will be a tough decision, 
and it would not be an easy program to 
manage. 

Since the quality of beef cannot be accu­
rately graded on the hoof, it has to be graded 
after slaughtering. There are about 20,000 
slaughterers, ranging from very small opera- . 
tions, employing a few men, to the huge, in­
tegrated ·companies making the fullest pos­
sible use of all byproducts. These slaugh­
terers must be inspected by a very limited 
staff of skilled people. The specialized 
knowledge required for proper inspection and 
grading of dressed beef takes many years to 
acquire. ' 

In addition to the slaughterers, there are 
about 10,000 meat wholesalers and more than 
500,000 meat retail outlets. Compliance with 
ceilipg prices at each level of distribution 
must be achieved ·if the consumer is to be 
protected at retail. If there are violations at 
any level·of distribution, it produces squeezes 
at later levels which make the elimination 
of black markets extremely difficult, if not 
impossible. 

To secure compliance with retail ceiling 
prices, more than a million meat price charts 
to organize and administer the work of price 
for different price zones have to be pre­
pared and distribut.ed in retail stores and to 
the price panels of local boards. Members of 
price panels · must be recruited and trained 
panel assistants who help butchers abide by 
price regulations and take care of reported 
Violations. · 

Succass in carrying out this tremendous 
management task depends, to a very large 
extent, upon the understanding and cooper­
ation of both the trade and the housewife. · 
This, in turn, involves an information pro­
gram to trade associations, trade papers, gen­
eral newspapers, and consumer organizations. 

It's not an impossible job, but we're going 
to have our hands full. 

0. P. A. problem No. 3, to which we must 
find a fair and practical answer lies in our 
pricing policy as it applies to the distribu­
tive trades: sales agents, jobbers, wholesalers, 
and retailers. In justice to the consumer 
and to other segments of our economy, I 
believe we have no alternative but to apply 
the principle of cost absorption to the dis­
tributive trades we have so long applied to 
producers. 

The Price Control Act states only that the 
ceiling prices set by the Office ·of Price Ad­
ministration shoula be "generally fa4' and 
equitable." It was up to us to determine 
what these words mean in actual practice. 
To carry out the p~rpose of the act we estab­
lished pricing standards which required the 
absorption. of certain increases in cost before 
price increases were allowed. If it had not 
been for this princ:ple the level .of_ all prices 
would be far higher than it is today. We 
might well be headed toward a dangerous 
inflation. 

In spite of the fact that we have insisted 
that manufacturers absorb increased costs 
as long as their over-all earnings were satis­
factory, busineEs in general has been far more 
13rosperous than in any other period in the 
history of our country. 

These principles of pricing were fully ex­
plained to Congress last spring. We spent 
many days before congressional committees 
with charts and graphs, explaining our stand­
ards for price increases both as a general 
matter · of po~icy and in specific individual 
cases. Since Congress extended the act with­
out any changes in these standards, it there­
by expressed its approval of them. In a case 
decided in August, the Emergency Court of 
Appeals upheld their validity. 

Even after reasonable cost abSorption, how­
ever, price increases to manufacturers and 

other producers are sometimes necessary ac­
cording to these standards. When those oc­
casions occur-and I hope they will not be 
too numerous-it seems only fair and just 
that we apply the same accepted, tested prin-

. ciple of cost absorption to wholesalers, re­
tailers, and other distributors. 

As in the case of other groups, the dis­
tributive trades have been very profitable 
during the war period. Large department 
stores on · the average are making nearly 
seven times as much and small department 
stores are making about nine times as much 
on net sales as they were in 1~36-39. The 

. hardware retailers are making nearly three 
times as much on net sales as they did in 
1936-39. The hardware wholesalers are mak­
ing nearly twice as much. ·Greatly increased 
profits are also true of music stores, dry 
goods wholesalers, etc. 

As long as these wartime profits remain 
high, it is only reasonable for the distribu­
tive trc.. :ies to help share cost increases. It 
is only proper that the consumer should be 
protected against increases in the retail pric.e 
on those occasions where some increase is 
necess:lry at the mamlfacturing level. The 
pricing standards which we have developed 
are, · I believe, entirely fair. However long 
it takes· to win the war our pricing standards 
will leave the distributive trades, v·· · '' rare 
exceptions, in a more profitable position than 
they have ever been in peacetime. 

Again; I believe there is no question of the 
rightness of our stand. Arid again I tm 
confident that the vast majority of store 
owners, wholesalers, and other merchants 
will cooperate with us to the hilt. But there 
will bt some, of course, who will attempt tp 
apply pressure and who will complain bit­
terly even L1 wartime. 

0. P. A. problem No. 4 lies in the clothing 
situation. Clothing, as you probably know, 
is the only one of the three principal items 
in the cost of living which has risen in the 
last year and a half. .The level of average 
rents 'throughout the country is exactly 
where it was 30 months ago. The index of 
individual food prices, according to the De­
partment of Labor, is actually 4.5 percent 
lower than in the spring of 194.3. 

But clothing prices have climbed steadily. 
The climb has been only a portion of the 
increases we had during the last war, when 
clothing prices increased mo:re than 200 
percent, but the price· has risen steadily. The 
increase this time has amounted to some­
thing like 8 percent in the last 12 months. 
But this increase has bothered us a great 
deal and .in fact has threatened our whole 
anti-inflation program. 

We have been further disturbed by the 
deterioration in clothing quality and the 
disappearance of low-price lines. These dif· 
ficult problems must be met. And again tho 
solution is bound to be disturbing to some 
groups. 

The War Production Board has already 
taken steps to eliminate or curtail the use 
of fabrics for nonessential purposes. W. P. 
B. is taking further steps to allocate fabrics 
to basic uses for which there is the greatest 
need. 

The 0. P. A. in turn has taken strong 
measures to eliminate overfinishing and 
overfancying of materials. We are now tak­
ing additional steps on. finished clothing. 

I am afraid some of the moves which we 
will make will not be greetzd by cheers from 
some of those in the clothing field. But 
again, I can only point out that the pro­
duction of textiles and the manufacture of 
clothing has been very profitable (\uring the 
war. Already we are open to grave criticism 
for allowing prices in this field to rise even 
to the extent to which they have risen. 

If we failed to correct this situation now, 
we would be failing to carry out a major 
part of our difficult wartime responsibility. 
I am sure the steps which we must take dur­
ing the next 30 days to bring clothing prices 
and quality under better control will be 

welcomed - by consumers · and will be con­
ceded to be fair by all the responsible mem-­
bers of the textile and clothing industry. 

It's not going to be · easy, however; as I 
think you can judge from the administra­
tive problems involved. There are 3,500 
textile manufacturers; 6Q0 converters of tex­
tiles; 5,500 ·wholesalers and jobbers; 1 ,900 
apparel manufacturers and 200,000 retail 
clothing stores. The trade channels through 
whi'ch textiles and apparel move are probably 
more complex and varied than those· of any 
other industry. New firms are constantly 
entering the field while others disappear. 

Continual changes take place in style and 
in the actual processes of manufacture. 
There are few satisfactory quality standards 
to which specific prices can be attached. 
There is so little uniformity of business prac­
tice that it is very difficult to draft satis­
factory ·general rules under which we can 
operate. 

We must have fairly accurate information 
on which to pase decisions . . We cannot play 
by ear without becoming arbitrary. If we are 
to have information, questionnaires must be 
carefully prepared which will cause the least 
inconvenience to business . . The results of 
these questionnaires must be put in usable 
form. 

After general regulations have been drawn, 
there must be provision for meeting the par­
ticular circumstances of individuals or spe­
cial groups. Thousands of. applications have 
to be processed. New prices have to be set 
on new goods. 

Compliance with regulations must be se­
cured at each level of manufacture and dis­
tribution through the cooperation of the 
trade press, trade associations, and individual 
businessmen. Compliance meetings have to 
be organized, and permanent compliance 
committees set up. 

Specialized information in the form of 
press releases and easily readable trade 
bulletins have to be prepared. Enforcement 
investigations have to be undert aken. Legal 
actions must be instituted and court cases 
presented. 

For this stupendous job we have available 
two or three hundred price specialists, about 
370 enforcement investigators and fewer 
than a hundred attorneys for the entire 
country. 

It is pretty clear, therefore, that even 
though the original policy decisicns may be 
tough, the actual administratio:"l of these 
decisions involves a good many headaches 
before the results begin to show up in the 
cost-of-living. Such a program can't be 
carried through without error, without 
strain, irritation, and difficulty. But I believe 
that every month we stay at this our ef­
ficiency improves. We're a lot better at it 
now than we were 2 or 3 years ago. And 
none of us will be content unless we can con­
tinue to show improvement. 

Finally, on our list of 0. P. A. problems, 
there is the quastion of reconversion pricing. 
When the happy day eventually comes when 
our factories once again hum with the manu­
facture of such consumer goods as auto­
mobiles, vacuum cleaners, washing machines, 
and radios, we shall be faced with the problem 
of reviewing ceiling prices in these fields­
most of which reflect March 1942 prices. 

Our policies in this field have already been 
stated on other occasions. Let me repeat 
them here. It is our belief, based on prelimi­
nary studies, that with relatively few excep­
tions the consumer durable items which have 
been off the market during the war years can 
again be placed on sale at the same prices 
which .were charged the consumer during the 
first quarter of 1942. 

There have, of course, been some increases 
in wage rates and some increases in raw ma­
terial prices. But for all these products there 
will be an almost unlimited demand, once the 
war has been finally won. Big volume makes 
for lowered costs. Selling oosts will also be 
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lower, and overhead charges will be reduced. 
We believe that these reduced costs will go a 
long way toward offsetttng such increases in 
wage rates and material prices as there may 
have been. When cost increases cannot be 
absorbed by the manufacturers, we shall ask, 
within reason, that they be absorbed by those 
who distribute the product to the final con-
sumer. _ 

If we are to meet squarely our aim of a 
stable peacetime economy, if we are to hold 
the line vigorously and courageously against 
inflationary forces, retail prices on these 
products must be firmly held. This, I believe, 
can be accomplished with full allowance for 
generous profits, in most cases, to manufac­
turers, distributors, wholesalers; and retailers. 

Our American economy runs on the profit 
motive. A fair and just profit at all levels of 
production and trade should be maintained. 
But we must appreciate, too, that while some 
costs go up, other costs go down. And if we 
are. realli determined to control the forces 
of inflation we must be willing to forego the 
chance for inflationary profits, which, pleas­
ant though they might be for the moment, 
could only lead to disaster. . 

I have listed just a few of our problems·. 
Most of them are not easy. I can assure you 
that the handling of them is not a pleasant 
task. In seeking their solution we are cer­
tain to make some mistakes. In any such 
vast operation as this, some errors and some 
irritations are inevitable. 

As I have said so many times before, we will 
work constantly to eliminate suqh mistakes 
as fast as they occur, and to provide the 
fairest possible administration of the law 
which .Congress has placed iri our charge. 

We all know that wartime controls are diffi­
cult and unpleasant. But we will accept 
them, I believe with relative cheerfulness as 
long as we have reason to believe they will 
fulfill these objectives. 

Can we actually hold inflation in check? 
Can we maintain a ·stable economy? Can 
we a void the skyrocketing prices which his­
torically have always gone with war? 
Frankly, I believe we can. Bu-:; let me quickly 
add that I am not overconfident. So far our 
record has been reasonably good. The level 
of wholesale industrial prices is only 3 per­
cent above the prices of 30 months ago, that 
is, the spring of 1942, when 0. P. A. price 
control first went into effect. During the last 
18 mont hs the average of these prices have 
been held almost exactly even. That means 
millions upon millions of dollars already 
saved in the cost of fighting the war. 

The cost of living since the first days of 
pr:.ce control has increased only 9 percent. 
Since our 0. P. A. controls have been per­
fect ed-that is, since the spring of 1943-the 
increase h as been only .1 percent. As I 
pointed out, we have been weak on clothing, 
but that weakness has been largely offset by 
cur record on food and rent. I believe that 
cur new clothing program will put an end to 
price increases in the clothing field. 

But we cannot· afford to be overconfident. 
It would be folly to make promises in a field 
as difficult as this. We should remind our­
selves that once before we met the problem 
and fumbled it ra"hl:ler dismally. After the 
defeat of Germany, l.li 1918, prices for a while 
fell off. From one end of the cou)ltry to the 
other it was said that· the danger of further 
inflation was over. But in March 1919 prices 
started upward, and a wild scramble for in­
ventories developed. Prices rose higher and 
higher with wages tagging along behind. 
The white-collar worker-as usual-faced 
special difficulties. 

In June 1920 the inflationary boom col­
lapsed. In a single year $11,000,000,000 in in­
ventories were wiped out. Substantial busi­
ness profits turned into losses. Net farm 
income dropped by 62 percent. Factory pay 
rolls dropped 44 percent. 

If our price structure were again to get out 
of hand, the consequences would be· far, far -

, 
worse. The amount of inflationary pressure 
in this country today is unbelievably great. 
It those forces are not firmly and courageously 
controlled, neither you nor I nor anyone else 
can estimate the chaos whicl;l could result. 

The war in Europe today is a long way from 
being won. Those who are in a position to 
know, say that n1any months of hard fighting 
lie ahead of us. During those months we 
who are responsible for the control of prices 
and those who ·are responsible for produc­
tion, both in our factories and on our farms, 
will be faced with problems that will be stag­
gering. 

But when the German war is won, we in 
the 0. P. A. may be faced with problems 
which may be even greater-for, as I p!:>inted 
out, it was after the armistice of 1918, that 
the greatest price increases occurred after 
World War No. 1. For this reason we must 
hold the price line firmly not only until VE­
day, but for sometime thereafter. 

Many of us feel that the greatest inflation­
ary threat will come from 4 to 7 months after 
the Germans finally give in. It will be then 
that the first consumer durable products 
come into the market in quantities far below 
the effective demand. It will be then that 
our workers will regain.their confidence with 
jobs in peacetime industries. It will be then 
that our savings will come out of our banks 
and War bonds. It will be then that the 
terrible · threat of an inventory boom wm 
be most potent. In this period we shall all 
be called upon for our greatest efforts-if 

-inflation is to be finally licked. 
But there will come a time when supplies 

again begin to approximate demand. At that 
time price controls will be eliminated first 
from one field and then from another. I can 
assure you we are only. too anxious for that 
day to come. 

In the inter.vening months our task will be 
great. Without the vigorous support of farm 
groups, labor groups, our Congress, and the 
people in general, we in ¥he 0. P. A. cannot 
hope to accomplish our task. Without such 
support we will be swiftly swept aside and the 
flood gates of inflation will open. 

In the struggle to maintain a stable price 
level our whole economic future may be at 

· stake. If rents should start up, if food, 
clothing, and raw material prices should start 
up, the rise would gain in speed and soon 
be beyond our powers of control. 

We would again face economic disaster and 
collapse--<:ollapse from which our economy 
could recover only with great difficulty and 
after widespread suffering. 

When the war is won our hearts are set on 
a new and vastly more prosperous America, 
with plenty of jobs at good v.:ages, with good 
income for our farmers, with reasonable 
profits for our businessmen. 

The world we live in, when the peace finally 
comes, will be an unsettled world-poten­
tially a revolutionary world. If we in America 
are to know full security, full prosperity, and 
full opportunity, we must make our economic 
system work effectively and efficiently in the 
interest of all of us. 

We must fully employ all our resources and 
all our manpower to raise our standards of 
living to provide good jobs, a good education, 
decent medical care, vastly improved housing, 
and a generally higher standard of living for 
every family in the land. If we faJ.l to meet 
this test, our system will have failed. We 
will have failed and America will have failed. 
The price-control program, for which we in 
the 0. P. A. are responsible, is a basic part of 
this fight for a finer, more prosperous, and 
more p.emocratic America. 

VIe will need your help, your understand­
ing, and your support if we are to succeed in 
meeting our responsibilities in the difficult 
months that lie ahead. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time 
of the e:enuleman has expired. 

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS TilE HOUSE 

Mr. MARTIN of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that­
the special order which the gentlewoman 
from Connecticut [Mrs. LucE] secured 
for January 16 be transferred to January 
18. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is .there 
objection to the request of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. WHITE. Mr. Speaker, I 'ask 
unanimous consent to extend my own 
remarks in the RECORD in two instances · 
and to include therein certain excerpts 
and statements. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentleman· 
from Idaho? 

There was no objection. 
SPECIAL ORDER 

.The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle­
man from Alabama [Mr. HOBBS] is recog­
nized for 15 minutes. 
· Mr. HOBBS. Mr. Speaker, it has often · 

been said, and always truly, that our 
forefathers came to this new world seek­
ing God, not gold. This Nation of ours is· 
unique in that respect. So it is only 
natural that we should have put the 
eagle on our currency, both of coin and 
paper, referring to God's message to His 
first chosen people: 

Ye have seen what I did unto the-Egyptians, 
·and how I bare you on eagle 's wings, and 
brought you unto myself. Now, therefore, 
if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me above. all people. 

Nor is it strange that the great seal 
of the United States should give 
ascendancy to the all-seeing eye, sur.:. 
rounded by a halo. 

Nor is it surprising that the pillars of 
cloud and of fire should appear on our 
currency, and our coins carry the motto: 
"In God we trust.'' 

Mr. WHITE. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOBBS. I am glad to yield to the 
gentleman from Idaho. 

Mr. WHITE. Can the gentleman tell 
the Members when that emblem first 
appeared on any paper currency? 

Mr. HOBBS. My impression is that it 
was after the report of that committee, 
which was composed, I think, of Frank­
lin, Adams, and Jefferson. But I do not 
know when. I am sure the distinguished 
gentleman who knows so much more 
than I about such ·matters will recall. 

Mr. WHITE. Were there any one dol­
lar bills printed at that time, prior to the 
Civil War? 

Mr. HOBBS. I do not know, sir. I 
confess my ignorance and there is no 
need ·of an examination to prove it. 

Mr. WHITE. I beg the gentleman's 
pardon. I am seeking information and 
not trying to display anybody's igno­
rance. 

Mr. HOBBS. I recognize the dis­
tinguished gentleman is on·e of the emi­
nent authorities on coinage and matters 
relating to money while I, an ignorant 
boy, know nothing about the subject. 
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Mr. WHITE. I confess to the gentle­

man that I do not know, and I am seek­
ing information. 

Mr. HOBBS. I beg the gentleman's 
pardon. I do not know. I regret that I 
can be of no assistance in , that ·regard. 
My point is that he is blind who cannot 
see ip the history of our Nation, the 
leading of the pillar of cloud by day and 
of fire by night and the hand of Al­
mighty God as our infant Nation was 
brought to birth, then from babyhood 
through childhood, and the era when, 
under Him, the great Lincoln preserved 
the Union, and that same leadership 
has been manifest ever since. The chal­
lenge of the hour is that we fail it not. 
God will use us to work His will if we will 
let Him. The hour has struck when 
America at home should come to her 
knees in prayer, as a united Nation, in­
order that we may give thanks to Him, 
for His leadership, praying its continu­
ance, and dedicating ourselves to follow 
that leadership in the wo:-ld today and' 
in the world tomorrow. All the churches 
are urging this. Many organizations 
have joined in the plea. The National 
Committee for Christian Leadership and 
the Breakfast Club groups and their as­
sociates have outlined the begir.Lning of 
the prayer program. 

The purpose of the announcement I am 
trying to make today is to call the atten­
tion of the Congress officially to the pro­
gram for Washington, which will expand 
over the Nation, we are confident, that 
on the day after inauguration, January_ 
21, a day of prayer be observed through­
out the Nation in all the churches at 
their regular 11 o'clock services, a season 
of special prayer for the Government, 
and its civil and martial servants at 
hom~ and abroad. For 400 years the 
great Roman Catholic Church has ob­
served annually the red Mass, and 
offered special prayer for good govern­
ment. There never has been a time 
when such prayer was needed more. , 

On the 22d there is to be a luncheon, 
and the theme of that luncheon is 
uniting to serve. Then on that night, 
the 22d, there will be a dedicatory din­
m~r for Government officials and repre­
sentatives of all the people, with the 
Preside'!it of the United States, his 
Cabinet- the Supreme Court, the Mem­
bers of Congress of both Houses, and 
the leaders in our departmental life in 
the Nation uniting for reconsecration and 
for dedication to the cause which is led 
by God. 

Then on January 23 there is to be a 
joint meeting of breakfast groups, a 
luncheon for youth, · and a great mass 
meeting, free and open to all, in the 
Departmental Auditorium, Qn the north 
side of Constitution Avenue between 
Twelfth and Fourteenth Streets, where 
all those who will, may dedic'ate them­
selves in line with the thought of this 
program. Outstanding leaders will pre­
side and speak at these meetings. 

We Members of Congress are invited 
and urged to do our utmost to help as­
sure the success of this great undertak­
ing. Especially are we urged to be pres­
ent in our respective churches on S:m­
day morning, January 21, at the dedica­
tory dinner, the evening of the 22d, 

· and at the mass meeting, the evening of 
the 23d. 

Can we not dedicate ourselves anew, 
as we so often have in our private de­
votions, and join in concerted prayer 
for those who fight for God and for His 

. peace, at home and abroad, and that He 
may give His world the solutions of the 
problems that press as never before? 

The SPEAKER pro ·tempore. . Under 
previous order of the House, the gentre­
man from Minnesota [Mr. AuGUST H. 
ANDRESEN] is recognized for 20 minutes. 

CANCELATION OF RATION. STAMPS 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
revise and extend my remarks and in­
clude therein a statement and extracts 
from statements. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle­
man from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I am 

glad to have the opportunity of following 
the distinguished gentleman from Ala­
bama because he touched on a moral 
issue which I think has an important 
relationship to the subject discussed by 
P'lY colleague the gentleman from 
Texas, and also by the distinguished ­
gentleman from California [Mr. HoLI­
FIELD], who addressed the House yester­
day on -the subject of the cancelation of 
ration stamps during the holidays. I 
thought after Mr. ·Bowles admitted -he 
blundered in canceling the ration stamps 
the matter would be dropped. I note, 
however, that my colleagues from the 
majority have taken up the cudgels to 
justify the cancelation of ration stamps 
by Mr. Bowles, and therefore I feel con­
strained to make these remarks. Both 
the gentlerp.an from Texas [Mr. PATMAN] . 
and the gentleman from California [Mr. 
HoLIFIELD] have seen fit to call attention 
to a statement made by me on December 
28, in which I charged that thrifty Amer­
ican housewives were being swindled and 
cheated ·when Mr. Bowles ordered the 
cancelation of sugar stamps and red and 
blue ration stamps. I have not changed 
my opinion as to the accuracy of the 
sentiment expressed by me. 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
HoBBS] stated that the founders of our 
country ordered the inscription "in God 
we trust" to be placed on all silver and 
gold coins. I want to add that in addi­
tion to trusting in God the American 
people have also had trust and confi­
dence in their .Government. 'They have 
had trust and confidence in our Govern­
ment's sacred obligation to keep our 
money good indefinitely and to honor 
'and pay its bonds and other obligations. 
That is the kind of trust and confidence 
everyone must have in our Government, 
and no unwise or blundering act by any 
policy-making official must be permitted 
or tolerated that will shake the people's 
confidence in their Government. This 
is especially true. at the present time, 
·with our country engaged in a terrible 
war, and the need for complete unity 
being greater than ever before. 

I regard, and Mr. Bowle.s agrees with 
me, that for food and other commodities 
under the rationing sy;:;tem, ration · 

stamps are a medium of legal tender. 
Without the necessary stamps, even 
though you possess all of the money in 
the world, unless you go into the black 
market, you cannot buy rationed food. 
And Mr. Bowles stated last year when 
about 85 percent of the food was taken 
off the ration list, and the number of red 

· stamps were reduced from 60 points to 
30 points a month, that the stamps would 
be good indefinitely. When Mr. Bowles 
announced that the ration stamps would 
be good indefinitely, the people had con­
fidence in him as the policy-making offi­
cial of our Government. He spoke for. 
their Government, and they did not be­
lieve that any responsible official would 
engage in double talk. The people had 
a right to rely on the 'promise made by 
Mr. Bowles, and they trustingly believed 
him when he said .their ration stamps 
would be good indefinitely. -

Mr. PATMAN. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I am 
glad to yield now. 

Mr. PATMAN. May I invite the gen­
tleman's attention to the fact with ref­
erence to the matter of money that 
there are billions of dollars of paper 
money out now, on the face of which 
there is a statement "Payable on de­
mand in gold." Well, the war came on 
and we cannot pay in gold, but nobody 
is losing confidence in the Government · 
because we have these outstanding cer­
tificates which say, "Payable in gold" 
when we do not pay them in gold. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I think 
the Congress passed legislation that 
eliminated the necessity for paying them 
off in gold. 

Mr. PATMAN. But we still h·ave the 
promise there just as in this case. We 
have the promise. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I think 
that much of it could be paid in gold, 
for we did have close to $23,000,000,000 
worth of gold which lias been reduced · 
to $20,500,000,000, and -I am wondering 
where that $2,000,000,000 worth of gold 
has gone to. I do not want to go into 
that question. I would rather not dis­
cuss that now, because I am trying to 
find out what happened to the $2,000,-
000,000 worth of gold which we did·have. 

I am sorry to see politics injected into 
this discussion of the canceling of ration 
points. I think the gentleman from 
Texas and also the gentleman from Cali­
fornia who spoke yesterda}! were trying 
to becloud the issues involved in the 
cancelation of ration stamps. 

The gentleman from Texas diverted 
his discussion to a justification for the 
cancelation of ration stamps. In my 
opinion, the issue is one of integrity of 
a policy-making official, who speaks for 
our Government. 

The question of food is not the primary 
issue, although with thousands of thrifty 

·American housewives the matter of food 
was very ·essential. When Mr. Bowles 
canceled the unused ration stamps at 

. Christmas, he forgot that ·a large ma­
-jori~y of American . housewives had 
skimped -and· saved on food so that there 

·.might be--more for · their loved ones in 
. the battle lines, and also a few ration 
stamps left over for any emergency in 
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.their family. They thoUght that when 
Mr. Bowles said the stamps were good 
indefinitely, they could rely on his 
·promise. 

Mr. PLOESER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
.gentleman yield? 
· Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield. 

Mr. PLOESER. · I should like to add 
·that the correspondence·! have had with 
the women of my district and other sec­
tions of the country on the subject would 
indicate that they suffered no loss 'of 
food but resented the breach of faith. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. And I 
believe that is the important question 
·involved in this cancelation, a bre~ch of 
faith on the part of an official represent­
·ing the United States Government on a. 
·promise that he had made to the Ameri­
. can people. 

Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 
. Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I am 
glad to . yield· to the gentleman from 
Ohio. 

Mr. JENKINS. It was an express 
'promise. When the Government asked 
the people to yield to rationing, the peo~ 

·pie did so · graciously and gracefully. 
·when the Government did that and said 
they would reduce their food stocks by a 
·certain ·rationing program, that they 
would give the people stamps, the Gov­
ernment impliedly agreed that those 

·stamps not only would be good as to 
·length of time but that there would al­
ways be something there at the stores 
for them to get with the stamps. The 
·people gave up about 50 percent of their 
supplies in many cases. When they did 
that the Government implied that there 
would be more food and sufficient food 
when they went to get it with their lim~ 
ited stamps. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I thank 
the gentleman for his contribution to 
my remarks. 

The gentleman from Texas [Mr. PAT­
MAN] has informed us today that Mr. 
Bowles assumes full and exclusive re~ 
sponsibility for the cancelation of ra­
tion stamps. If that be the case, as I 
am inclined to believe, I want here and 
now to retract any statement made by 
me to the effect that Judge Fred Vin­
son, whom I regard as a very honorable 
and trustworthy public official, had any .. 
thing to do with ordering the cancela~ 
tion or repudiation of the unused ration 
stamps. I have served in this House with 
Judge Vinson and I know him to be a 
man of the highest character and integ­
rity. I have read his order to Mr. 
Bowles, which led to the cancelation of 
ration stamps, and on the strength of 
the statement made by the gentleman 
from Texas, that Mr. Bowles assumes 
full responsibility, I am pleased that 
Judge Vinson did not direct the methods 
to be used by the 0. P. A. under the 
scheme announced by Mr. Bowles. 

Mr. PATMAN. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield. 
Mr. PATMAN. Since a conspiracy 

necessarily involves two people and .the 
two people charged were Mr. Vinson and 
Mr. Bowles, .and since the gentlelJlan has 
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exonerated Mr. Vinson he necessarily 
must exonerate Mr. Bowles. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. The 
gentleman from Texas himself in his own 
remarks said that Mr. Bowles took all 
blame for it, and I assume that he talks 
for Mr. Bowles; 

Mr. PATMAN. I said I would not pass 
it over to anybody else, I would just spea~ 
for Mr. Bowles. 

Mr .. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. So Mr. 
Bowles assumes it. But in a letter to me 
he said it was unfortunate, it was­

Mr. PATMAN. The gentleman is mis~ 
taken; he said it was unfortunate they 
did not anticipate these things. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. No; 
they could not anticipate them; that is 
true. But I recall that ori this :floor on 
May 5 I made a speech. It will be re­
called. that about May 3, 85 percent of 
the meat that was under· rationing was 
put on the free list. A few days there~ 
after I made' a speech in which I pre.;. 
. dieted that there would be many other 
things taken off rationing, including 
canned goods; and later in the summer 
approximately 85 percent of all rationed 
foods were put on the free list. 
Th~t was not done by Mr. Bowles. He 

said on May 8: 
I do not think we can look forward to any 

broad slackening of our canned-goods ra­
tiOJ?-ing program during the next 12 months. 

I am quoting from an article that ap-
peared in Collier's magazine for May 8, 

·written by Mr. ·Bowles in which he said 
there would not· be much relief in ration~ 
ing until 1945, or until after the war in 
Europe is over. 

At that time I asked the question, 
Who ordered Mr. Bowles to put 85 per~ 
cent of the food on the free list? and to 
this day I have not found out. I am won~ 
dering if it was the same person or the 
same group who recently ordered Mr. 
Bowles to cancel the rationing stamps. 

I went further in my remarks on May 
5. Of course, there was not anything po~ 
litical in my remarks. I did suggest, 
though, that 85 percent of our food was 
put on the free list because of the im-. 
pending Presidential election. It was a 

·matter of timing and purely coincidental 
that it took place a few months before 
the election was to take place. 

I predicted iJ;l that speech: 
Personally, I am convinced that should the 

New Deal elect its fourth-term candidate on 
November 7, the 0. P. A. will shortly there­
after reinstate and make more drastic all 
rationing policies to further regiment and 
socialize the economy of our country. 

Mr. PLOESER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr: AUGUST H. . ANDRESEN. I 
yield to the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. PLOESER. I think it is worthy of 
attention of the entireo Nation that the 
gentleman's prophecy was so accurate. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Yes: 
it was rather accurate, but the trouble is 
I did not prophesy enough. I could not 
foresee that they were going to -cancel 
the rationing stamps that Mr. Bowles 
said would be good indefinitely. I just 
could not look that far into the future. 
At the best, who could predict that an 
o:tncial would break his word with the 

people? In my opinion, this matter of 
cancelation of rationing stamps was 
something that came up just around 
,Christmas time as a sort of extra present 
to the American people . 

Speaking about food shortages, the 
farmers of this country have produced 
the largest food crop in the history of 
our country, so that the supply of grain, 
meat, poultry, milk, and so forth, is 
abundant. We are comm1tted, and 
gladly committed, to take care of our 
troops and of our allies, as well as to help 
those people in destitute countries that 
need our assistance so far as food is con­
cerned . . We want to meet those com­
mitments. The commitments, of course, 
to our soldiers come first, whether we 
have any food at ·an. 

Mr. HOOK. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I 
yield to the gentleman from Michigan . 
, Mr. HOOK. Does not the gentleman 

feel that we are rather fortunate in this 
Nation to have had such a wonderful ag­
ricultural pr6gram directed in the begin~ 
ning by that great Secretary of Agricul-
ture, HENRY A. WALLACE? · 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Well, I 
cannot comment too favorably on that. 
I recollect Mr. WALLACE was the one who 
began the scarcity-of-production pro­
gram. Last year, 1944, was the first year 
when the restrictions were taken off of 
all production and the farmers were per­
mitted to go ahead and produce every­
thing they could for the American 
people. 

Mr. H. CARL ANPERSEN. Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield 
to the gentleman from Minnesota. 

Mr. H. CARL ANDERSEN. Person­
. ally, I cannot give credit for any great 
wisdom so far as the powers that be are 
concern~d, especially the 0. P. A., that 
sets a pnce on butter at such a low point 
that myself and millions of other farmers 
are unable to feed their cows in order 
to produce the butter that everybody 
today is crying for. . · 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I am 
glad the gentleman brought up the ques­
tion of butter because a good many peo­
ple are wondering why they are not able 
to get butter. I want to tell them the 
reason, because it is important. You 
know we prQduce a lot of butter in Min­
nesota, but we are not going to produce 
as much butter this year as we did 
before. A governmental agency, the 
0. P. A.-Mr. Bowles, if you please­
has fixed the price of cream that goes 
into butter at 7 cents a pound lower than 
the cream that goes into 1luid milk, not 
used for butter. As a consequence, the 
refusal to equalize the price has caused 
the dairy farmers of this country to sell 
their :fluid milk, and we are going to have 
:a decided decrease in the production of 
butter, and the people of the country will 
not get it. The decrease in butter pro.' 
duction is definitely due to an 0. P. A. 
policy, and the people should know it. · 

Mr. O'HARA. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield 
to the gentleman from Minnesota. 
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Mr. O'HARA. I wonder if in the pro­

duction of food any consideration should 
be given to the possibility of a crop fail­
ure. We have been blessed in this coun­
try with ideal growing conditions for the 
production of food. Is that not true? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. That is 
true. 

Mr. O'HARA. If we keep on with the 
iarm-help draft situation, and the farm 
manpower situation, and the taking of 
our farm help, what is " going to happen 
to the production of food? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANORESEN. I am 
glad the gentleman mentioned that. 
Speaking of dairying in particular, there 
are 28,000,000 dairy cows in the United 
States. Of course, they do not inilk 
themselves. It is no glamour to milk a 
cow twice a day, and certainly it is no 
adventure after the first time. It takes 
skilled labor to milk those cows. It takes 
labor to feed them. It takes labor to 
raise them. Here we have a new direc­
tive from the Administration which pro­
poses to take a very substantial share of 
'the essential labor now engaged in the · 
'dairy arid other farms of the country. 
May I say to my colleague from Minne·­
sota and other Members of the House 
that as the result of the new directive 
putting the essential farm workers into 
lhe military service we will find a decided 
decrease in the' production of dairy and 
other food products. We will also find 
that thousands of farmers throughout 
the United States will be forced to de­
crease their production and, yes, I will 
say, tl~ere will be thousands of them who 

· will sell their herds and quit farming be­
cause of inability to -get' labor. 

Mr. PLOESER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? · 

. Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield . 
to the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. PLOESER. I think it would be 
interesting if the gentleman would as­
certain from the gentleman from Michi­
gan whether or not the ·program which 
has been put into. effect by 0. P. A. and 
the War Food Administration to force 
reduced rates on livestock comes from 
that great scarcity program put in by 
that former Secretary of Agriculture, 
WALLACE. Is that a hang-over from the 
old days? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. It must 
be a hang-ov:er from the old days. 

Mr. JENSEN. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield 
to the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. JENSEN. Just as the gentleman 
and I and every other American give 
credit to the fine, patriotic laboring men 
cf this Nation for the wonderful pro­
duction that we have had in producing 
munitions and everything else to wage a 
successful war, so do we, you and I and 
ev.ery other American, give the farmers, 
the men who till the soil, credit for the 
production on the farm. We do not give 
Sidney Hillman, or Earl Browder, or 
Harry Bridges or anybody else who tries 
to speak for labor credit for the fine pro­
duction records that the laboring men 
have made, nor do we give any other 
:t>"olitical seat warmer credit for the fine 
production the farmers have made. Does 

l the gentleman agree with me?. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I cer­
tainly agree with the gentleman. 

Mr. JENSEN. I think that will an-
# swer the question asked by the gentle­
man from Michigan, whom I respect, but 
nevertheless he is like a lot of the other 
gentlemen on that side. They go off on 
a tantrum and they forget fundamentals. 
.They are idealists instead of realists, and 
if there was ever a time when we should 
get down to realism it i~ today. 
· The SPEAKER. The time of the gen­
tleman from Minnesota hfl.S expired. 
· Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
proceed for 5 additional minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Min­
nesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HOOK. Mr. Speaker, if the gen­

tleman will yield to me, I might say I . 
would be happy to speak for myself. I 
am only too happy tq get advice from the 
other side of the aisle but I do not like 
them speaking for me. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I hope 
·the gentleman can speak in his own time 
one of these days. .But I have stated 
repeatedly when we have had discus­
sions with reference to the 0. P. A., I 
·thinlc most Americans favor price con­
trol ... and are against inflation and want 

·reasonable and businesslike measures 
. passed here as well as a businesslike ·ad­
ministration of the laws according to the 
intent of the Congress. But as a mat­
ter of fact the 0. P. A. cannot operate 
unless there is a scarcity. They must 
have a scarcity in order to have ration­
ing, and therefore it appears to me that 

. they purposely seek to create scarcities. 
May I illustrate? 

Mr. PATMAN . . Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield 
to the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. PATMAN. The 0. P. A. does not 
ration. TheW. P. B. does the rationing; 
I mean, they order it. The 0. P. A. only 
administers it. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I am 
glad to have that contribution. 

Mr. MICHENER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

1.\tir. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield 
to the gentleman from Michigan. 

Mr. MICHENER. What the gentle­
man says is correct. The power comes 
from the W. P. B., but the power by Ex­
ecutive order was d-elegated to the 
0. P. A., and the 0. P. A. does the job. 
W. P. B. does not have a thing to do 
with it. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I thank 
the gentleman. Here is the way they tell 
us it should operate with reference to 
food supplies. It is said that the War 
Food Administr~tor, Mr. Jones, is sup­
posed to tell the 0. P. A. how much food 
they are to ration among the people. In 
this instance when they eame to cancel­
ing the ration stamps, I am satisfied that 
the 0. P. A. bypassed the W. F. A. in 
reaching its decision. 

Mr. PATMAN. The gentleman is mis­
taken about that. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I want 
to continue, following out the statement 
I made that 0. P. A. must have a scarcity 
~n order to operate, that we have a short-. 

age of pork at the present time, a decided 
shortage. What is the reason for it? In 
1942 we also had a shortage of pork. The 
farmers of this c~untry raised 105,000,000 
pigs in 1942, but there was a shortage of 
the supplies we needed and tlie price 
went up and we had to have strict ra­
tioning of pork. ·so in the fall of 1942 
the War Foo ·dministration urged 
farmers to increase their hog production 
by 20 percent. The farmers did. They 
raised their hog production in 1943 from 
105,000,000 head to 127,000,000 head, and 
we had an abundance; in fact, we had so 
m!Jch pork and so many hogs that the 
mar~et was glutted. They took off the · 
rationing, and the people got all of the 
pork they needed, and we had enough 
for our allies and for the armed forces. 
The 0. P. A. could not function with an 
abundance, so someone conceived the 
idea that the farmers should cut their 
production of hogs for 1944 by 20 per­
cent, and the way they forced it down 
was to pull the support price out from 
under certain weight hogs, and the farm­
ers did not raise as many hogs in 1944. 
They reduced their production not by 20 

. percent but by 34- percent, because the 
Government failed_to keep its promise in 
supporting the price. 

The SPEAKER. The time of· the gen­
. tleman from Minnesota has again ex­
pired . 

Mr. · AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to pro­
ceed for 3 additional minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from Min­
nesota? 

There was no objection . 
Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. So we 

·have a scarcity this year. It is my hope 
that we can have a consistent program 

·that 'will assure an abundance of produc­
tion of all kinds of foods in 1945, which 
are so necessary to carry on this war. 
If they would let the ~7ar Food Admin­
istrator handle production and ration­
ing and the prices of farm products as 
a single administrator, we would not 
have the difliculties we are up against 
today and there would not have been any 
cancelation of ration stamps. 

In conclusion, may I point out that 
the question of food in connection with 
this cancelation of stamps is not the 
important item with me, it is the word 
of my Government. A competent policy-. 
making official who is in charge said 
that these ration stamps would be good 
indefinitely. Indefinitely, bear in mind. 
The thrifty American housewives had a 
right to rely' on the word from a policy­
making Government official. He repre­
sented the Government, and his word 
should have been as good as a Govern­
ment bond. We must have complete 
honesty on the part of administration 
officials placed in charge of our Govern­
ment, both before and after election. 
Breaking of promises made to the peo­
ple can only lead to loss of confidence, 
and again I say out Government, which 
needs full confidence from all of the 
people, must have it now if we are tO 
win t.his war and retain our American 
form of government. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yield? 
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Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I yield 

. to the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I wonder if the 

gentleman read the news report · from 
New York which stated that Mr. Bowles 
at a meeting in that city had said he. had 
made a mistake in issui,ng the rationing 
order and canceling these stamps. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. That 
was mentioned here today. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. That he had 
misjudged the number of people affect­
ed, in other words, taking the position 
that the error was not in canceling the 
stamps but in simply misjudging the 
number of people affected, that if there 
had been a smaller minority affected it 
would not have been a mistake. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. I 
think that is correct, as far as I am able 
to determine, although it is denied here 
today that he had any such intent in 
mind. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. And that it is 
all right to invade the rights of a minor­
ity, as long as the minority is small 
enough. 

Mr. AUGUST H. ANDRESEN. Mr. 
Speaker, I want the Members of the 
House to read the following news item 
which appeared in this week's issue of 
Labor, in which it should be noted that 
Mr. Bowles frankly confessed that ·he 
blundered when he canceled the . un­
used ration stamps during the Christmas 
festivities in 1944: 

0. P. A. CHIEF BOWLES SAYS HE BLUNDERED 

Frank confession was made this week by 
0. P. A. Administrat.or Chester Bowles that 
he blunqered in canceling unused sugar and 
red and blue point ration stamps. 

The order which dropped lik~ a bombsl;lell 
during Christmas festivities, was the result 
of mistaken conclusions drawn from a pre-, 
li.txl.inary survey of housewives, Bowles said. 

However, he added that it is too late to . 
rectify the mistake, contending that would 
work a hardship on a majority of the people. 

Bowles made his admission in a speech at 
Nf:w York after the cancelation had been bit­
terly criticized in Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gen­
tleman from Minnesota has again ex .. 
pired. 

The SPEAKER. Under previous or­
der of the House, the gentleman from 
New Hampshire [Mr. MERROW] is recog­
nized for 15 minutes. 
STATEMENT OF POLICY BY UNITED 

STATES CONGRESS APPROVING ATLAN­
TIC CHARTER 

Mr. ~RROW. Mr. Speaker, on 
March 12, 1943, during the first session 
of the Seventy-eighth Congress, I intro­
duced a resolution to place the Congress 
of the United States on record as ap­
proving the now famous Atlantic Char­
ter. Last Tuesday, January 9, I reintro­
duced this measure which is now House 
~oncurrent Resolution 16 and reads as 
follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives 
(the Senate concurring), That it is the sense 
of the Congress that the President accurately 
stated the principles in the national policy 
of the United States in the joint -declaration 
of t::J.e President of the United States of 
America and the Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and North­
ern Island dated August 14, 1941, known as 
the Atlantic Ch~r~er, vr,:hich prix:-ciples are 

applicable on a world-wide basis and are as 
follows: 

First. Their countries seek no aggrandize­
ment, territorial or other; 

Second. They desire to see no territorial 
changes that do not accord with the freely 

. expressed wishes of the people concerned; 
Third. They respect the right of all peo­

ple~ to cho9se the form of government under 
which they will live; and they wish to see 
sovereign rights and self-government · re­
stored to those who have been forcibly de-
prived of them; · 

Fourth. They will endeavor with due re­
spect for their existing obligations, to further 
the enjoyment by all states, great .and small, 
victor or vanquished, of access, on equal 
terms, to the trade and to the raw materials 
of the world which are needed for their 
economic prosperity; 

Fifth. They desire to .bring about the tun­
est collaboration between all nations in the 
.economic field with the object of securing, 
for all, improved labor standards, economic 
advancement, and social security; 

Sixth. After the final destruction of the 
Nazi tyranny, they hope to see established a 
peace which will afford to all nations the 
means of dwelling in safety within their 
own boundaries, and which will afford as­
surance that all the men in all the lands 
may live out their lives in freedom from fear 
and want; 

Seventh. Such a peace should enable all 
men to traverse the high seas and oceans 
without hindrance; and · 

Eighth. 'l'hey believe that all of . the na­
tions of the world, for realistic as well as 
spi;ritual reasons, must come to the aban­
donment of the use of force. Since no fu­
ture peace can be maintained if land, sea, 
or air armaments continue to be employed 
by nations which threaten, or may threaten, 
aggrese~ion outside of their frontiers, they 
believe, pending the establishment of a 
wider and permanent system of general se­
curity, that the disarmament of such na­
tions is essential. They will likewise aid 
and encourage all -other practicable meas­
ures which will lighten for peace-loving peo­
ples the crushing burden of armaD:;lents. 

This resolution has been referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. I 
hope the committee will soon hold hear­
ings on the measure and report .it fav­
orably so that the representatives of the 
people will have an opportunity to ex­
press themselves in respect to this most 
significant document. 

Throughout the country there is a 
deep and growing ~terest concerning 
the Atlantic Charter. ~ When ·it was an­
nounced to the world, liberty-loving na­
tions all over the globe were infused with 
new hope. The charter is a statement 
of ends to be sought, of objectives we 

. are trying to realize, of ideals which we 
hope to reach. Every conceivable step 
to make these id~als possible of achieve- · 
ment should immediately be taken. 

I feel that congressional endorsement 
of the Atlantic Charter would be most 
helpful. An official expression of the 
Congress on these principles would 
strengthen our position in world affairs. 
It would add the moral support of the 
legi&lative branch of the Government to 
the position already taken by the execu­
tive department. The Congress should 
take an increasingly active part in de­
veloping .a foreign policy to guide the Re­
public in this period of universal up­
heaval. 

Congressional approval of the Atlan­
tic Charter would show the people that 
tlieir chosen x'epresentativ~s believe in 

the principles contained therein; it 
would, in my opinion, increase the power 
of our voice in international affairs; it 
would be an excellent move in helping 
to shape an enlightened foreign policy 
and it would be an announcement to all 
the world that this, the greatest legisla­
ture on earth, has wholeheartedly given 
its sanction to the charter which has 
generated so much hope among the 
peoples of this earth. 

Mr. HOLIFIELD. Mr. Speaker, will 
' the gentleman yield? 

Mr. MERROW. I yield. 
. Mr. HOLIFIELD. I want to say .I 

think the tenor of the gentleman's 
speech is 100 percent correct. I think 
he has made a great contribution by 
putting in this resolution and I for one 
will be glad to support it. 

Mr. MERROW. I thank the gentle­
man. 

Mr. HORAN. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

;Mr. MERROW. I yield. 
Mr. HORAN. · I want to compliment 

my colleague. I think if we are going 
to have peace we have to have a moral 
foundation for that peace and we can 
find it in no other place than in some 
declaration of principles. I commend 
the gentleman for reintroduCing this 
measure. 

Mr. MERROW. I thank the gentle­
man for his kind statement. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. MERROW. I yield. 
Mr. HALE. Does the gentleman feel 

that if his resolution is adopted by the 
Congress it will assure a correct observ­
ance of the principles of the Atlantic 
Charter by our executive authorities? 

Mr. MERROW. I believe it will help 
greatly. 

Mr. HALE. Is the gentleman dis­
turbed by what is happening to the At­
lantic Charter today? 

Mr. MERROW. I am n:iuch dis­
turbed; and I hope this subject may be 
debated in both this House and the other 
body and that we ·may have congres­
sional expression concerning the prin­
ciples set forth in this declaration. 

Mr. HALE. · Does not the gentleman 
feel that much more could be done by 
this Government than is being done to 
procure observance of the principles of 
the Charter? 

Mr. MERROW. I do. 
Mr. MICHENER. Mr. Speaker, will 

the gentleman yield? 
Mr. MERROW. I yield. 
Mr. MICHENER. · In referring to the 

Atlantic Charter as something in ex­
istence, I take it the gentleman has ref­
erence to the Presidential message to 'the 
Congress presented on ,August 21, 1941, 
·in which was included the purported 
document which purported to be signed 
by Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt. Is 
that the Atlantic Charter to which the 
gentleman refers or the one the Presi­
dent referred to in the recent press con­
ference? 

Mr. MERROW. The Atlantic Charter 
that is contained in Document 358, to 
which the gentleman has referred, is the 
one I have in mind. This was contained 
1n a message sent by the President to the 
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Congress and was referred by the Speak­
er to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
It was signed by the President and signed 
by Mr. Churchill as the gentleman has 
stated. That is the Atlantic· Charter 
to which I have reference, and it is the 
charter which I read here this afternoon. 

Mr. FELLOWS. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. MERROW; I yield. 
Mr. FELLOWS. The gentleman has 

in mind that at the press conference . 
indicated it was stated that there was 
no. document as ·such signed by the rep­
resentatives of the different. countries, 
Did the gentleman understand that from 
the press conference? 

Mr. MERROW. That is what I in­
ferred from the press conference. The 
fact is that the message which was sent 
up here by the President on August 21, 
1941, contains the Atlantic Charter. 

Mr. FELLOWS. · And shows that ·it 
was signed? 
· Mr. MERROW. And shows that it was 

signed; yes. The word "Signed" is here 
in front of the President's name and in 
front of Mr. Churchill's name. 
. Mr. HALE. Is it not a fact that in 
January 1942 following the signature 
of the Charter in August it was agreed 
to and formed the basis of a treaty by 
the several United Nations? 

Mr. MERROW. It ·was not a treaty, 
but it was incorporated in the declara­
tion that the United Nations signed.· As 
yet no legislative body has placed its ap­
proval on the Atlantic Charter. I feel 
therefore it would be most helpful if the 
Congress would debate this matter and 
place its stamp of approval upon the At­
lantic Charter. I believe that would be 
a step in helping develop our foreign 
policy. 

Mr. HORAN. In other words the gen­
tleman would have the House ratify it, 
in a manner of speaking. 

Mr. MERROW. I mean that the 
House should approve it, that the House 
by adopting my resolution should say 
that it is the sense of the House that the 
President accurately stated the principles 
in the national policy of the United 
States in the Atlantic Charter. It can­
not be ratified in the sense that the Sen­
ate ratifies treaties unless it is pre­
sented as a treaty; but if we go on rec­
ord as approving the principles we cer­
tainly will give the Atlantic Charter 
great moral support. 

Mr. Speaker, I insert in the RECORD at 
this point House Document 353: 
STATEMENT BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF ENG• 

LAND AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

MiSSAGE FROM THF; PRESID~NT OF THE UNITED 
STATES TRANSMITTING A PUBLIC STATEMENT 
MADE BY BOTH PRIME MINISTER OF ENGLAND 
AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
WITH REGARD TO THE ' DECLARATION OF PRIN• 
CIPLES NECESSARY UNDER THE CODE OF THE 
TWO COUNTRIES 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Over a week ago I held several important 

conferences at sea with the British Prime 
Minister. Because of the factor of safety to 
British, Canadian, and American ships, and 
their personnel, no prior announcement of 
these meetings could properly be made. 

At the close; a public statement by the 
Prime Minister and the !'resident YfaS made, 

I quote it for the information of the Con­
gress and for the record: 

"The President or the United States and 
the Prime Minister-, Mr. Churchill, represent­
ing His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom, have · met at sea.' 

"They have been accompanied by officials 
of their two Governments, including high­
ranking officers of their military, naval, and 
air services. 

"The whole problem of the s1,1pply of mu­
nitions of war, as provided by the Lease-Lend 
Act, for the armed forces of the United · 
St ates, and for those countries actively en­
gaged in resisting aggression, has been fur­
ther examined. 

"Lord Beaverbrook, the Minister of Supply 
of the British Government, has joined in 
these conferences.. He is going to proceed 
to washington to discuss further details with 
appropriate officials of the United States 
Government. These conferences will also 
cov,er the supply problems of the Soviet 
Union. 

"The President and the Prime Minister 
have had several conferences. They have 
considered the dangers to world civilization 
arising from the policies of military-domina­
tion by conquest upon which the Hitlerite 
government of Germany and . ot her govern­
ments associated therewith have embarked, 
and have made clear the steps which their 
countries are respectively taking for their 
safety in the face of these dangers. 

"They have agreed upon the following 
joint declaration: 

"Joint declaration of the Pres,ident of the 
United States of America and the Prime Min­
ister, Mr. Churchill, representing His Majes­
ty's Government in the United Kingdom, 
being met together, deem it right to make 
known certain common principles in the na­
tional policies of their respective countries 
on which they base their hopes for a better 
future for the world. 

"First, their countries seek no aggrandize-
ment. territorial or other; · · 

"Second, they desire to see no territorial 
changes that do not accord with the freely 
expresseq. wishes of the peoples concerned; 

"Third, they respect the right of all peo­
ples to choose the form of government under 
which they will live; and they wish to see 
sovereign rights and self-government re­
stored to those who have been forcibly de­
prived of them; 

"Fourth, they will endeavor, with due re­
spect for their existing obligations, to further 
the enjoyment by all states, great or small, 
victor or vanquished, of access, on equal 
terms, to the trade and to the raw materials 
of the world which are needed for their 
economic prosperity; 

"Fifth, they desire to bring about the full­
est collaboration between all nations in the 
economic field with the object of securing, 
for all, improved labor standards, economic 
advancement, and social security; 

"Sixth, aft.er the final destruction of the 
. Nazi tyranny, they hope to see established a 
peace which will afford to all nations the 
means of dwelling in safety within their own 
boundaries, and which will afford assurance 
that all the men in all the lands may live 
out their lives in freedom from fear and 
want; 

"Seventh, such a peace should enable all 
men to traverse the high seas and oceans 
without hindrance; 

"Eighth, they believe that all of the na­
tions of the world, for realistic as well as 
spiritual reasons, must come to the aban­
donment of the use of force. Since no fu­
ture peace can be maintained if land, sea, 
or air armaments continue to bf:l employed 
by nations which threaten, or may threaten, 
aggression outside of their frontiers , they be­
lieve, pending the establishment of a wider 
and permanent system of general security, 
that the disarmament of such nations is es­
~~ntial. ~eY: will likewise aid and encou,t;.• 

age all other practicable measures which will 
lighten for peace-loving peoples the crushing 
burden ef armaments. 

"(Signed) FRANKL"):N D. ROOSEVELT. 
"(Signed) WINSTON S. CHURCHILL." 

The Congress and the President having 
heretofore determined, through the Lend­
Lease Act, on the national policy of Ameri­
can aid to the democracies which east and 
west are waging war against dictatorships, 
the military and naval conversations- at these 
'meetings made clear gains in furthering the 
effectiveness of this aid. 

Furthermore, the Prime Minister and I 
are arranging for conferences wit.h the Soviet 
Union to aid it in its defense against the 
attack made by the principal aggressor of the 
modern world--Germany. 

Finally, the declaration of principles at 
this time presents a goal which is worth 

. while for our type of civilization to seek. It 
is so clear-cut that it is difficult to oppose in 
any major particular without automatically 
admitting a willingness to accept compro­
mise with nazi-ism; or to agree to a world 
peace which would give to nazi-ism domina­
tion over large numbers of conquered na­
tions. Inevitably such a peace would be a 
gift to nazi-ism· to take breath-armed 
breath-for a second war to extend the con­
trol over Europe and Asia, to the American 
Hemisphere itself. \ 

It is perhaps unnecessary for me to call 
attention once more to the utter lack of 
validity of the spoken or written wor~ of the 
Nazi government. 

It is also unnecessary for me to point out 
that the declaration of principles includes, 
of necessity, the world need for freedom of 
religion and freedom of information. No 
society of the world organized under the 
announced principles could survive without 
these freedoms which are a part of the whole 
freedom for which we strive. 

FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT. 
THE WHITE HousE, August 21, 1941. · 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOOK. Mr. Speaker, inasmuch 
as the question which was asked of me 
was an·swered by another Member I ask 
unanimous consent at this time to pro­
ceed for 5 minutes in order to give my 
own answer to a question that was di­
rected to me. · 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
·the request of the gentleman from Mich­
igan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HOOK. Mr. Speaker, in 1932 and 

1933 the agricultural structure of this 
Nation had reached its lowest level. 
Farmers were in bankruptcy, and low 
. farm prices had destroyed the farmers' 
market. Then came the Democratic ad­
ministration-the New Deal if you 
please. The agricultural program was 
headed by the Honorable HENRY A. W AL-

... LACE, as Secretary of Agriculture. Dur­
ing his administration the foundation 
was laid and a program was built to the 

'point that today the farmer enjoys the 
highest prices in the history of this Na­
tion and the production of food and 

·fiber has been the highest in history. • 
This was followed up ably by Secre­

tary of Agriculture Wickard. 
It brought the farmer to the point 

where he actually enjoys the fruits of 
his labor. The great soil-conservation 
program, among other things in the ag­
ricultural program, was enacted. The 
A. A. A. has really done a good job. Then 
came the war, and, thank God, we had 
that program. T-hank God, the farmers 
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were, with the ~elp of the Department 
of Agriculture, in· a position where they 
could grow two blades of grass where one 
grew before and the greatest produc­
tion of food and fiber resulted. We are 
now in a position to meet the demands 
that are made 'ijpon us on account of the 
war. 

I am just wondering when we are go­
ing to get a Price Administrator who will 
not be criticized. The 0. ·p, A. has not 
always done a perfect job, but it, to­
gether with the War Fooo Administra­
tion, by virtue of and in cooperation with 
labor, agriculture, and government, has 
furnished to our arll}ed forces the food 

_ and fiber which is needed. What posi­
tion would we have been in if we had to 
meet that crisis with agriculture in the 
condition it was in during 1932? Again I 
say, thank God for the program that was 
given the American people by the Demo­
cratic Party with, yes, the help of some 
fine Republicans on the Agricultural 
Committee which I had the honor to 
serve on for 8 years. They cooperated. 
with us and we with them. With the 
advice of tlie Secretary of Agriculture 
and the assistance of the Department of 
Agriculture the program was perfected 
and put in working order. 

Much has been said about rationing 
stamps. I do not believe that I know 
~nd I do not believe that any Member 
of this House will attempt to take the 
:floor here and say that any per:son in 
this Nation has gone hungry. That is 
the test of whether the program is suc .. 
cessful or not and as long as they keep 
t:b.e food and fiber going to our armed 
forces and to the men who are valiantly 
toiling on our farms, in our factories, 

·mills, and mines, we will go on- to ·vic­
tory. That program has not broken 
down yet, and, thank · God with good 
administration it will not break down. 
·n will be the one vehicle upon which we 
will ride on to victory along with our 
armed forces. ' 

Oh, they try consistently to read into 
the minds of the American people the 
fact that any man who stands up and 
fights for the cause of humanity, for the 
cause of labor, is supposed to be a sub­
v'ersive individual. I thank Gotl for the 
labor leaders of ' this Nation and the 
great job that the labor organizations 
have done in order to bring the help 
that is necessary in getting the guns and 
supplies to the boys across the seas. All 
real Americans praise the labor leaders 
and especially the C. I. 0. for the out­
standing work they have performed. 
Organized labor is doing its job and doing 
it well. I say to those who criticize and 
try to distort the facts that America · 
needs the help of our great labor leaders. 
Do not criticize in this time of crisis 
because if you do you are hurting and 
hindering the war effort. No American 
should smear for political reasons. 'Your 
duty to America is. to cooperate in the in­
terest of humanity. 

The SPEAKER. The time of· the gen .. · 
tleman has expired. 

EXTENSION OF REMARKS 

Mr. MERROW. Mr. Speaker, in con­
nection with my remarks previo~sly 
made on the Atlantic Charter, I ask 

unanimous consent to inClude House 
Document No. 358, a statement by the. 
Prime Minister of England and the Presi­
dent of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the req11est of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire? 

J'here was no objection. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab­
sence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. BUFFETT, for 10 days, on ac­
. count of important business. 

To Mr. HEDRICK (at the request of Mr. 
BAILEY), for 1 legislative day, January 
15, 1945, on account of official business. 

To Mr. BAILEY <at the request of Mr. 
HEDRICK), for 3 legislative days, begin­
ning January 15 and including Janu­
ary 18, 1945, on account of official busi­
ness. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HOOK. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accordingly 
(at 3 o'clock and 11 minutes p. mJ, pur­
suant · to its previous order, the House 
adjourned until Monday, January 15, 
1945, at 12 o'clock noon. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu­
tive communications were taken from 
the Speaker's table and referred as fol-
lows: · 

103. A letter' from the Administrator, Na­
tional Housing Agency, transmitting a draft 
of a proposed bill for the relief of James M. 
Hiler; to the Committee on Claims. 

104. A letter from the president, the 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co., trans­
mitting a report· of the Chesapeake & Po­
tomac Telephone Co. for the year 1944; to 
the Committee· on the District of Columbia. 

105. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the thir­
tieth annual report of the Federal Trade 
Commission for the fisca1 year ended June 
30, 1944; to the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce. 

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 1 of rule XXII, private 
bills and resolutions were introduced and 
severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. BATES of Massachusetts: 
H. R. 1'393. A bill for the relief of Mrs. Laura 

May Ryan; to the Committee on Claims. 
By Mr. EATON: 

H. R. 1394. A bill for the relief of William 
H. w. Komp; to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. HENRY: 
H. R. 1395. A bill for the relief of the estate 

of Mary Alice Borden; to the Committee on 
Claims. · 

By Mr. HORAN: 
H . R. 1396. A bill for the relief of Anne 

Loacker; to the Committee on Claims. 
By Mr . .JONKMAN: 

H. R. 1397. A bill to provide for awarding 
an appropria~e medal and citation to Har­
vard Merrill Hodgins, of Hancock Point, 
Maine; to the Commit tee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MARTIN of Iowa: 
H . R. 1398. A bill granting an increase of 

pen sion to Lau ra E. Swope; to the Commit­
tee on In valid Pensions. 

By Mrs. NORTON: 
H. R. 1399. A bill for tne relief of Mrs. 

Lucy 'Palmisano and the legal guardian of· 
Anthony Palmisano, Jr.; to the Committee 
on Claims. 

. By Mr. POWERS: 
H . R. 1400. A bili for the relief of Louis T. 

Klauder; to the Committee on Claims. 
By Mr. ROBINSON of Utah: 

H. R. 1401. A bill for the relief of Frank 
Fra nklin; to the Committee on Claims. 

H. R. 1402 . . A bill for the relief of certain 
Basque aliens; to the Committee on Immi· 
g1-ation and NaturaUzation. 

By Mr. SIMPSON of Pennsylvania: 
H. R.1403. A bill .for the relief of the legal 

guardian of Margaret Hockenberry, a minor; 
to the Committee on Clailns. 

By Mr. TALBOT: 
H. R. 1404. A bill for the relief of B. H . 

Matthies; to the Committee on Claims. 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 3 of rule. XXII, public 
bills and resolutions were introduced and 

. severally referred as follows: 
By' Mr. CROSSER: 

H. R. 1362. A bill to amend the Railroad 
Retirement Acts, he Railroad Unemployment 
Insurance Act, and subchapter B of chapter 
9 of the Internal Revenue Code; and for other 
PJ.lrposes; to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. ' · , 

By Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota: 
H. R. 1363. A bill for the relief of the In­

dians of the Fort Berthold Reservation in 
North Dakota; to the Committee on Indian . 
Affairs. 

By Mr. BENDER: 
H. R. 1364. A bill to encourage full private 

employment during the post-war period, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking and Currency. 

By Mr. BROOKS: 
H. R. 1365. A bill to liberalize the bases of 

eligibility for receipt of disability retirement 
benefits as to emergency, provisional, pro­
bationary, and temporary officers of the 
World War; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. BROWN of Ohio: 
H. R. 1366. A bill for the relief of officers 

of the Army who were members of the first 
two cla~es at Civil Affairs Trl:).ining School, 
University of Chicago; to the Committee on 
:Military Affairs. 

By Mr. FERNANDEZ: 
H. R . 1367. A bill to provide for the estab­

lishment and operation of a Military Avia· 
tion Academy; to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. FISHER: 
H. R. 1368. A bill to reduce immig:t:at~on 

quotas; to the Committee on Immigration 
and Naturalization. 

By Mr. HOEVEN: 
H. R. 1369. A bill providing for the designa­

tion of certain Mondays during the present 
war as Memory Monday; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HOOK: 
H. R. 1370. A bill to prohibit discrimination 

in employment because of race, creed, color, 
national origin, or ancestry; to the Commit· 
tee on Labor. 

By Mr. McDONOUGH: 
H . R . 1371. A bill providing for an addi­

tional Naval Academy in the southern dis­
trict of the State of California, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Naval Af .. 
fairs. 

H. R. 1372. A bill providing for an addi• 
tiona! Military Academy in the southerl!l dis· 
trict of the State of California , and for other 
p u rposes; to the Committee on Military Af .. 
fairs. 

H . R. 1373. A bill to provide for the con .. 
struction of a marine hosp ital in ·or near 
Los Angeles, Calif.; to the Committee on the 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 

By Mr. PATRICK: 
H. R . 1374. A bill to provide for a national 

cemetery in Jefferson County, Ala.; to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

• 
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By Mr. POWERS: 
H. R. 1375. A bill for the better assurance 

of the protection of persons within the sev­
eral States from mob violence and lynch• 
ing, and for other purposes; to the Commit· 
tee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH: 
H. R. 1376 (by request). A 'bill providing 

compensation for time required in training 
services; to the Committee on the Civil 
Service. 

H. R. 1377 (by request). A bill providins 
uniforms for Gove·rnment employees; to the 
Committee on the Civil Service. 

H. R. 1378 (by request). A bill defraying 
traveling expenses of transferred employees; 
to the Committee on Expenditures in the 
Executive Departments. 

By Mr. RANKIN: 
H. R. 1379. A fill to·authorize the Adminis­

trator of Veterans Affairs to transfer by quit· 
claim deed to the city· of Los Angeles, Calif., 
for fire-station purposes, the title to certain . 
land located at Veterans Administration fa­
cility, Los Angeles, Calif.; to the Committ ee 
on World War Veterans Legislation. 

By Mr. REED of New York: 
· H. R. 1380. A bill to exempt certain reli­
gious, charltable, scientific, literary, and ed].l­
cational organizations from the requirement 
of withholding tax at source on wages; to the 
-Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ROBERTSON of North Dakota: 
H. R. 1381. A bill referring the claims of 

the Turtle Mountain Band or Bands of Chip· 
pewa Indians of North Dakota to the Court of 
Claims for adjudication and settlement; to 
the Committee on Indian Affa-irs. 

H. R. 1382. A bill authorizing payment to 
the Sisseton and Wahpeton Bands of Sioux 
Indians for certain lands ceded by them to 

"the United States by a treaty of July 23, 1851; 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. ROGERS .of Florida: 
H . R. 1383. · A bill providing that certain real 

property, together with improvements there­
on acquired for military purposes or for 
national parks or monuments, shall not be 
·exempt from taxation by the States and their 
political subdivisions; to tile Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

By Mr. STIGLER: 
H. R. 1384. A bill . to establish an additional 

United ::;;tates military academy at Muskogee, 
in the State of Oklahoma; to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. TALBOT: 
H. R. 1385. A bill concerning seeing-eye dogs 

on trains; to the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. · 

By Mr. GEARHART: . 
H. R. 1386. A bill to provide for the reincor­

poration of the National Woman's Relief 
Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HA.NCOCK: 
H. R. 1387. A bill to amend the Judicial 

Code with respect to the admission of at­
torneys at law to practice before the courts, 
departments, and offices of the Government; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. ' 

By Mr. HORAN: . 
H. R. 1388. A bill relating to the post­

humous award of the decoration of the Purple 
Heart; to the Committee on Military Affairs. ·· 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Oklahoma: 
H. R. 1389. A bill providing for the trans­

fer of a certain fish hatchery in Comanche 
County, Okla., to the city of Lawton, Okla.; 
to the Committee on the Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries. 

By Mr. MAy: , 
H. R. 1390. A b1ll to authorize the Secre­

tary of War to grant to the Orange & Rock· 
land Electric Co., a 150-foot perpetual ease­
ment across the West Point Military Reserva• 
tion in the State of New York; to the Com-. 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MILLER of Nebraska: 
H. R. 1391. A bill to establish a Depart• 

ment of National Health, and for other pur• 

poses; to the Committee on Expenditures in 
the Executive Departments. 

By Mr. PETERSON of Florida: 
H. R. 1392. A bill for the purpose of re­

newing and increasing .:forage and improving 
watershed conditions on range lands, forests 
or Indian lands, or other public owned and 
controlled land of the United States; au­
thorizing the sowin g operations by airplane, 
machinery, or 'other means, for conducting 
experiments to improve methods of re!3eed­
jng, and for other purposes; to the Com­
mittee on the Public Lan ds. 

By 11.1r. MONRONEY: 
H. Con. Res. 18. Concurrent resolution es­

tablishing. a Joint Committee on the Organi­
.zation of the Congress; \O th~ Committee on 
Rules. 

By Mr. RANDOLPH: 
H . J. Res. 66. Joint resolution proposing an 

amendment to the Constitution of the United · 
States relative to equal rights for men and 
women; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

SENATE 
MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1945 

The Chaplain; Rev. Frederick Brown 
Harris, D. D., offered the following 
prayer: 

Lord of the morning, who ·spreadest 
the mantle of light about us while other 
lands are shrouded in shadow, yet who 
dost brood with watchful love in both 
-darkness and light, grant us a vivid sense 
of Thy presence as here we face the 
tangled tragedy of this sorely wounded 
world. As dawn·has grown into fullness 
of noontide, so let Thy light banish all 
shadows of doubt and guilt from our own 
hearts that we may find and follow Thy 
purpose throughout this day. We be­
seech Thee help us to ·use its precious 
hours in such manner that Thou canst 
hallow. it with Thy blessing and glorify 
it with Thy presence. . 

May we be strong to do the things 
worth doing and put aside the things 
which are unworthy, belittling, or base. 
Keep our expectant eyes on the unending 
fut.ure toward which we strive. Give us 
the radiant joy which is the constant re­
ward of those who are workers together 
with Thee for a redeemed earth to which 
)'by k~ngdom at last shall come. Amen. 

~TTENDANCE OF SENATORS 

ALBERT W. HAWKES, a Senator from the 
State of New Jersey; JAMES M. MEAD, a 
Senator from the· State of New York; 
E. H. MooRE, a Senator from the State 
of Oklahoma; and W. LEE O'DANIEL, a 
Senator from the State of Texas, ap-
peared in their seats today, . . 

THE JOURNAL 

On request of Mr. BARKLEY, and by 
unanimous consent, the reading of the 
Journal of the proceedings of Thursday, 
.January 11, 1945, was dispensed with,. 
and the Journal was approved. 

f! 
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages in writing from the Presi­
dent of the United States submitting 
nominations were communicated to the 
Senate by Mr. Miller, one of his secre­
taries. 

RESIGNATION OF SENATOR TRUMAN 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the 
Senate copy of a letter of resignation 

from Mr. TRUMAN addressed to the Gov­
ernor of Missouri, which was read and 
ordered to lie on the table, as follows: 

UNITED STA'l"ES SENATE, 
Washington, D. C., January 9, 1945. 

Hon. PHIL. M. DONNELLY, 
Governor, State of Missouri, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 
DEAR GOVERNOR: Due to the fact I am to 

be sworn in as Vice President of the United 
States on January 20, I am t~ndering my 
resignation as Unite.:i States Senator from 
~ .. nss.ouri, effective January 18. 

Sincerely yours, 
• HARRY S. TRUMAN, 

United States Senator. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING WITH GEN. 
ERAL MARSHALL 

1
AND ADMIRAL KING 

Mr. BARKLEY. Mr. President, I am 
glad to announce to ,the Members .of the 
Senate that they, together with Mem­
be:t:s of the House of Representatives, 
will soon be invited by the Secretaries of 
War and Navy to attend an off-the­
record discussion on the present war sit­
uation, which will be presented by Gen­
eral Marshall on behalf of the War De­
partment and the Army, and Admiral 
King on behalf of the NavyDepartment 
and the Navy. 

For reasons of security, the informa­
tion which will be given to the Members 
of Congress at this meeting will be 
highly confidential. The place of the 
meeting cannot yet be disclosed. How­
ever, it will be held on the morning of 
V/ednesday, January 24, at a place which 
will ·be convenient to alf of us to attend. 
I understand that .each Member of 
the Senate is to receive a formal invi­
,tatioq, which will contain complete 
details. · 

I . have been asked to emphasize that 
only Members of Congress will be per­
mitted to attend. Members of their 
staffs, or friends, or individuals acting on 
beh~lf of the Members, will not be ad­
mitted. 

I 'understand that General Marshall 
and Admiral King will giv·e us informa­
tion on the war which cannot be re­
leased publicly for security reasons. I 
strongly recomm'end that all of us at­
tend who possibly can, because such in­
formation directly from General Mar­
shall and Admiral King, who have such a 
profound knowledge of present and pend­
ing military and naval operations, 
should give us all a much better under­
standing of· the enormously important 
developments taking place today. 

Again I must emphasize· that the in­
formation presented at this meeting will 
be confidential, and that only Members 
of Congress will be permitted to attend. 
The date, I again state, will be the morn­
ing of the 24th of January. The exact 
time of the meeting will be stated in the ' 
invitation which we will all receive, and . 
I hope that all the Members of the Sen­
ate who possibly can do so will attend. 

Many of us will remember . a former 
occasion when General Marshall and 
Admiral Kipg gave to Members of the 
Senate on one day, and on another, I 
think, to Members of the House, a confi­
dential description of the situation up to 
that time. I am sure we will all be very 
ID1fCh interested in and instructed by 
this confidential recital on· their part of 
the present military and naval situation. 
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